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ee, ment to a nursery of seamen ; and affirmative- 


she iy, that they were granted in lieu of a drawback of 
Nto the salt duty, and, a,a commutation thereof, and an 
ils for, and then I will do more: I will 
equivalent therefor, : 
und rove that, constitutionally, these allowances can 
t of only be justified on the principle of a drawback. 
~ [now come to the clause in my bill which has 
bly called forth these preliminary remarks; the third 
$0 TM ianse, which proposes the reduction of fishing 
Pon HE soanties and allowances in proportion to the reduc- 
tion of fishing bounties and allowances in propor- 
eS B® ion to the reduction which the salt tax has under- 
ets gone, and shall undergo. And here, it is not the 
‘our HM compromise act alone that is to be blamed: a previ- 
cles ousact shares that censure with it. In 1830 the 
hief; saitduty was reduced one-half, to take effect in 
n of 1830 and 1831; the fishing bounties and allowances 
nied MM sould have been reduced one-half at the same 
Cod MM time. I made the motion in the Senate to that ef- 
0S, HM feet; but it failed of success. When the compro- 
; Ot mise act was passed in 1833, and provided for a 
‘OW BA farther reducuon of the salt duty—a reduction 
ishe- which has now reduced it two-thirds, and in 1841 
1p00 HE and 42 will reduce it still lower—when this act 
Was MM was passed, a reduction of the fishing bounties and 
and MM siowances should have taken place. The two Sena- 















) the tors who concocted that act in their chambers, and 
= brought it here to be registered as the royal edicts 


were registered in the times of the old French mo- 
narchy; When these two Senators concocted this 
MORE oct, they should have inserted a provision in it for 
eld ot the correspondent reduction of the fishing bounties 
Wa5- MP and allowances with the salt tax: they should have 
Pe placed these allowances, and the refined sugar, and 
4 aU ibe ram drawbacks, all on the same footing, and re- 
ballleMM® duced them all in proportion to the reduction of 
it all the duties on the articles on which they were 
| Were foanded. They did not do this. They omitted the 
, - vhole; with what mischief you have a'ready seen 
» a0CR in the case of ram and refined sugar, and shall pre- 
re DOME sntly see ia the case of the fishing bounties and 
me allowaces. I attempied to supply a part of their 
( li@fl cm ssion in making the motion in relation to draw- 
bpareca backs, which was read to you at the commence- 
al ment of these remarks. Failing in that motion, I 
‘meni made no farther attempt, but waited for TIME, 
“ore the great arbiter of all questions, to show the mis- 
°€ "CVE chief, and to enforce the remedy. That arbiter is 
now here, with his proofs in his hand, in the 
shape of certain reports from the Treasury Depart- 
ment in relation to the salt duty and the fishing 
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fishing bounties and allowances, wh'ch have been printed 
he sal by the order of the Senate, and constitute part of 
) by (ha the salt document, No. 196. From that document 
excile@ilnow proceed to collect the eviden-es of one 
rlectiot@ branch of the mischief—the pecuniary branch of 


vending i—which the omissin to make the proper reduc- 


n knew tions in these allowances has inflicted upon the 
‘oundeqgii country, 

ith (ha The salt duty was reduced one fourth in the 
the au year 1831; the fishing bounties and allowances that 
) = Jear were $313,894; they should have been reduced 


one fourth also, which would have made them 
about 160,000. In 1832 the duty was reduced 
sue half; the fishing bount'es and allowances were 
aid in fall, and amounted to $234,137; they 
hould have been reduced one half; and then 
117,018 would have discharged them. The com- 
~iuise act was made in 1833, and, under the ope- 
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establisitation of that act, the salt duty has undergone bien- 
ugh. vane reductions until it is now reduced to about one 
re (M@SPird of its original amount: if it had provided for 


“ Correspondent reduction of the fishing bounties 


‘him. allowances, there would have been saved from 


nd to ‘ ‘year to the year 1839—the last to which the 
author\iatams have been made up—an annual average 
pnts! ergameum of about $150,000; or a gross sum of about 
r weig'~00,000. The prospective loss can only be esti- 
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ed; but it is to increase rapidly, owing to the 
“ oe in the salt duty in the years 1841 
The present year, 1840, lacks but a little of exe 
an Whole amount of the salt revenue in 
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paying the fishing bounties and allowances; the 
next year will take more than the whole; and the 
year after will require about double the amount of 
the salt revenue of that year to be taken from other 


! 
| 


branches of the revenve to satisfy the demands of | 


the fishing vessels. 


The results for the present || 


year, and the ensuing ones, are of course com- | 


puted: they are computations founded upon the 
basis of the last ascertained year’s operations. The 
last year to which all the heads of this branch of 


business is made up, is the year 1838; and for that | 
year they stand thus: Salt imported, inround num- | 


bers, seven millions of bushels; nett revenue from 
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it, about $430,000; fishing bounties and allowances, || 
$320,000. Assuming the importation of the pre- | 
sent year to be the same, and the bounties and al- | 
lowances to be the same, the loss to the Treasury | 
will be $206,000; for the salt duty this year will | 


‘undergo a further reduction. In 1842, when th's 
duty has reached its lowest point, the whole amount 
of revenue derived from it is compnied at about 
$170,000, while the fishing bounties and allowances 
continuing the same, namely, about 4320,000, the 
salt revenue in the gross will be litthe more than 
half enough to pay it; and, after deducting the 
weighers’ and measurers’ fees, which come out of 
the Treasury, and amount to $52,500 on an impor- 
tation of seven millions; after deducting this item, 
there will be a deficiency of about $200,000 in the 
salt revenue, in meeting the drawbacks, in the shape 
of bounties and allowances founded upon it. Thus 
two-thirds of the whole amount of the salt revenue 
is at this time paid to the fishing vessels. Next 
year it will all go to them; and after 1842, we shall 
have to raise money from other sources to the 
amount of $200,000 per annum, or raise the salt 
duty itself to produce that amount, in order to sa- 
tisfy these drawbacks, which were permitted to take 


the form of bounties and allowances to fishing ves- | 


sels. Such is the operation of the compromise act! 
that act which is styled sacred and inviolable ! 


Of the other mischiefs resulting from this com- 
promise act, which reduced the duties on salt, and 
the one which preceded it for the same purpose, 
without reducing the correspondent bounties and 
allowances to the fishing interest—o! these remain- 
ing mischiefs, whereof there are many, I mean to 
mention but one; and merely to mention that, and 
not to argue it. It is the cons'i ational objec'ion to 
the payment cf any thing beyond the duty received 
—the payment of any thing which exceeds the 
grawback of the duty. Up to that po.nt, I admit 
the constitutionality of drawbacks, whether pass- 
ing under that name, or changed to the name of a 
bounty, or an allowance in lieu of drawback. I 
admit the constitutional right of Cengress to per- 
mit a drawback of the amount paid in. I deny 
the constitutional right to permit a drawback of any 
amount beyond what was paid in. This is my po- 
sition, which I pledge myself to maintain, if any 
one disputes it; and applying this principle to the 
fishing bounties and allowances, and also to the 
drawbacks in the case of refined sugars and rom: 
and I boldly atfirm that the Constitution of the 
United States has been in a state of flagrant viola- 
tion, under the compromise act, from the day of its 
passage to the present hour, and will continue so 
until the bill is passed which I am about to ask 
leave to bring in. 

Sir, I quit this part of my subject with presenting, 
in a single pic'ure, the condensed view of what I 
have been detailing: It is thatthe whole annual 
revenue derived from SUGAR, SALT, and MO- 
LASSES, is delivered over gratuitously to a few 
thousand persons in a particular section of the 
Tnion, and is not even sufficient to satisfy their de- 
mands! In other words, that a tax upon a nation 
of seventeen millions of pe ple, upon three articles 
of universal consumption, articles of necess ty, and 
of comfort, is laid for the ben-fit of a few dozen 
rum distillers and sugar refiner, and a few thou- 
sand fishermen; and not being sufficient for them, 
the di ficit, amounting to many hundred thousand 
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dollars per annum, is takea from other branches 
of the revenue, and presented to them! and all th 
the effect of act which was made out of doors, 
which was not permitted to be amended on its 
passage, and which is now held to be sacred and 
inviolable! This is the picture I present—which I 
prove to be true—and the like of which is not to 
be seen in the legislation, or even in the despotic 
decrees, of arbitrary monarchs, in any other country 
upon the face of the earth. 

A few words upon another point, and I ceass my 
remarks for the present. 

I stated, in my opening observations, that the act 
of 1833 was incapable of any regular, uniform, 
fixed, or certain execution; that its provisions were 
too vague, loose, and unintelligible to admit of any 
uniform construction; and that it would receive as 
many different interpretations as there should be 
different authorities, or persons to execute it. This 
is what I said at the commencement of these re- 
marks, and it was only a repetition of what I said 
seven years ago, when the act was on ils passage. 
I then said that no Administration could execute 
that fact; that no two human beings, or any two 
authorities, could construe it alike. I was an- 





| swered by one of the authors of the measure, [Mr 


Cray,| that ifthe Administration would try to exe 
cute it in the spirit in which it was made, they 
would find no difficulty; they could do it easy 
enough. This is what I said seven years ago, and 


| this the answer which I then received: and now 


let us see what the answer is which Time gives to 
It is this (holding up a document.) 

It is what is contained in this document, No. 49, 
of the House of Representatives—being a mes- 
sage from the President of the United States, cover- 
ing reports from the Secretary of the Treasury and 
from the Comptroller of the Treasury, with o;1- 
nion; from the late Attorneys General of the United 
States, Messrs. Butler and Grundy, with letters 
from the collectors of the customs at all the princi- 
pal Atlantic parts; all relating to the practical ope- 
ration of this famous comprom:se act, and showing 
a great deal more about i's operation than I have 
now either time or inclination to present. I limit 
myself to three articles out of the long list which :t 
contains, namely, SILKS, LINENS, and WOR- 
STEDS; and, passing over details, give the results 
in the annual losses to the revenue arising from di- 
versity of decision by the Treasury officers and 
the jud ciary in the construction of this act. And first 
of silks. ‘The document, at page 44, states the 
annual ascertained loss during four years’ opera- 
tion of the act to be, 

Ia 1835 - $624 356 In 1837 - 463,090 
1836 - 847,162 1838 - 428,237 

Making in the four years, $2,362,845; and the 
Comptroller computes the annual prospective loss 
during the time the act may remain unaltered, at 
$800,000. So much for silks; now for linens. 
The same page, fur the same four years, presents 
the annual loss on this article to be: 

In 1835 - $370,785 In 1837 - 303,241 
1836 - 516,988 1838 - 226,375 

Making the sum of $1,411,339 on this article 
for the four years; to which is to be alded the esti- 
mated sum of $400,000, for the futufe annual 
losses, if the act remains unaltered. 

On worsted goods, for the same time, and on page 
45, the report exhibits the losses thus: 
In 1835, - $409,329 1857, - $209,391 

1836, - 416,832 1838, - 249,590 

Making a total of ascertained loss on this head, 
in the brief space of four years, amount to the sum 
of $1,285,142; with a computation of a prospective 
loss of $500,000 per annum, while the comprom:se 
act remains as itis. Such are the results on three 
articles of unmixed fabricks; the mired ones, and 
where the mixture is such as to make it impossible 
to tell to what classifiation of goods the article be- 
longs under the vague and general phraces of the act, 
t' econtrariety of construction among Treasury of- 

ficers, at orneys general, collectois uf the customs, 
judges on the bench, and juries in the box, becomes 
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too great for me to undertake to state. The result 
is that the Treasury Department, and the Congress, 
have nearly ceased to have any control in 
fixing or collecting the custom-house revenne 
That business is now transferred to the juries of 
the importing cities—that is to say, it is transierred 
to those who have to pay the revenue, and who uni- 
formly decide in favor of the payers; and that 
amidst the triumphant shouts of the political party 
now called Whigs. Two millions per annum is 
guessed at as the loss of the Treasury from the di- 
versity of opinions about the classification of these 
mixed fabrics. What is ready made clothing, and 
what not, is equally asubject of contradictory de- 
cision. Happy would it be for the Government if 
things stopped there—if these juries only decided 
upon the amount of revenue to be paid into ihe 
Treasury: but that is net the case; they decide upon 
the question of taking revenue out of it; and who- 
ever chooses to sne a collector, 10 1ccover back 
what he has paid in, under an alleged overcharge 
of the collecior, is pretty sure to succeed! I have 
seen but one case reported to the contrary. But I 
forbear—I stop. My motion is for leave to bring 
in a bill to amend some of these errors—to stop 
some of the mischiefs of this compromise act of 
1833—'hat act, the evils of which it is my pride 
to have foreseen, and my boast to have denounced 
on the night of its passage through this chamber. 

I now ask leave to bring in my bill, trus'ing 
that I have shown enough to entitle me to the fa- 
vor. 

After a few remarks from Mr. DAVIS, concur- 
ing in many of Mr. B’s positions, but declining to 
enter at present into a discussion on the fishing 
bounties, leave waa granted to introduce the bill, 
and it was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

The CHAIR laid before the Senate a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, transmitting, for the use of the members, 
sixty copies of the Navy Register for the year 1840; which was 
read. 

Also, resolutions of the Legislature of Plorida, praying for 
the passage of an act granting w the settlers of the public 
lands in the Territory of Fiorida, who were deprived of their 
rettiements by decreesof the courts of the United States, the 
right of pre-emption to a like quantity of other public lands; 
which were referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Also, a petition of Abigail Rankin, praying remuneration for 
the Revolutionary services of her late husband; which was re- 
ferred to the committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of James Minge Burton: 
which was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Thomas P. Copes; which 
wae referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Aleo, the memorial of the corporate authorities of St. Louis, 
praying reimbursement of moneys expended in improving the 

arbor, and a further appropriation for the same; which was 
re‘errec to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of Mr. Munson; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, certain documents in relation to the claim of J. T. V. 
Thompson and Andrew Garun; which was referred to the Ccm- 
mittee on Miliary Affairs. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a remonstrance against the an- 
nexation of Texas to the Union; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. B. also presented the memorial of a number of citizens of 
the United States, praying the imposition of @ moderate duty 
on silks; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Also, 8 memorial of a number of tobacco manufacturers and 
othere, citizens of Philadelphia, praying an increase of duties on 
imported cigars; which was referred to the Committee on Manu- 
factures. , 

Also, a memorial of citizens of Pennsylvania, praying for the 
abolition ofsiavery in the District of Columbia; the motion to 
reeeive which was, on motion by Mr. KING, laid on the table. 

Also, amemo rial, praying an alteration of tne Constitution on 
the subject of siavery; the motion to receive which was laid 
on the table. 4 < 

Also, a memorial remonstrating against the use of blood- 
hounds in the Florida war; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. WRIGHT prescribed the petition of Phebe Warry; 
which was refered to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. ROANE presented the petition of John W. Thompson; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims, 

Mr TALLMADGE presented the memorial of a number of 
citizens of the State of New Youk, praying the passage of a 
bankrupt law; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. ’ : Rr 

Alse, the proceedings of neg of citizens of the city of 
New York in favorof a bankrupt law; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WALL presented a petition of a number of citizens of 
the Unite | States, praying an increase of the duties on foreign 
silks; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented the memoriat of the Legislature 
of Mississippi, praying the erection of several fortifications on 
the southern coast of that State, anda survey and examination 
of the different harbors and sounds on the said coast; which was 
referred to the Committee on Milltary Affairs, and the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the memorial of a number of 
citizens of Pennsylvania for the of a general bankrupt 
law; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the memorial of a number of tobacco manufacturers of 
Philadelphia, praying an increase of the duties on imported ci- 
gare; which was referred to the Committee on Manufactures, 
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Mr. YOUNG presentedjtwo petitions from citizens of the 
S:ate of Illinois, praying the establishment ef mail routes; 
which were referred to the Commiuee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the memorial of Edward 8. 
Wright of Georgetown, D. C. praying to be released from lia- 
bility on a bond given by A. B. Claxton and Co. for ‘heir faiihtul 
performance ef their contract for printing the Biennial Regis- 
ter; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. ROBINSON presented the petition of a number of citi- 
zens of Illinois, praying the establishment of a mail route; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the petition of a number of citizens 
of Hamitton county, Ohio, praying that two terms of the Cir- 
cuit Court of the United States for the district of Ohio may be 
holden in each year, at the city of Cincionau; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BENTON, frem the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
which was referred the bill forthe relief of Captain Snodgrass’s 
company of Alabama volunteers, reported the same without 
amendment. 

The bill was then, on motion of Mr. B. considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to 
which was referred the bill for the relief of Gregoire Sarpy, 
made a report thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, who were instructed to inquire into the subject, 
reported a resolution to authorize the transmission of certain 
documents free of postage; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to 
which was referred the bill to establish and regulate the navy 
ration, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama submitted the following motion, 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
report to the Senate, as early as practicable, the original quan- 
tity of public lands in each of the States of Ohio, Indiana, Ili- 
nois, and Missouri; how many acres have been sold in each of 
those States, and the amount of two per cent. fund which has 
accrued on the nett amount of said sales, up to the latest re- 
turns; and also the total quantity of public lands which remain 
unsold in said several States, andalso the quantity of land sold 
and patented in each State. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution; which was 
considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an apprepriation to 
satisfy the claim of Lieut. Albert Mliler Lea for money ex- 
pended and services rendered in surveying the Southern boun- 
dary of the line ef the Iowa Territory. 

ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. LUMPKIN eaid he rose to perform what he conceived to 
be a duty imposed on him, which was to ask the Senate to pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the resolution fixing a day for the 
adjournment of Congress. This was the day to which, with 
some reluctance, he had consented that its consideration should 
be postponed, and every day’s experience but the more firmly 
convinced him not only of the propriety of considering it, but 
ofacting on it. He would not detain the Senate by further re- 
mark, as there was no necessity of argument to elucidate the 
proposition, and every Senator could judge for himself of its 
propriety or impropriety. He asked that the resoluuon might 
be read by the Secretary; which was done. 

The resolution was in the following words: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of Americain Congress assembled, That 
the President of the Senate and Speaker of the House of Re- 

presentatives do adjourn their respective Houses sine die, on 

onday, the 18th day of May next. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said, that having voted against this 
proposition, when it was last before the Senate, and would vote 
againstit now, he wished to makea few remarks in explana- 
tion of his votes. He was as anxious as any other Senator 
Senator for an early adjournment of Congress, and the moment 
he saw the public business in such a siate of forwardness as 
would warrant him indomg so, he would be willing to fix a 
day on which the session should terminate. But we were sent 
here to transact the important business of the fation, and no 
consideration of personal, convenience would induce him to 
givea vote which might defeat important measures, because 
we had not sufficient me for their proper discussion. He in- 
tended to remain until the business of the country was done, 
and the very moment he saw a prospect of its termination, he 
he would vote to fix aday for adjournment. 

Mr. WEBSTER said the mover of the resolution had his 
most cordial concurrence in the views which induced him to 
offer it, but he regretted that Monday had been named as the 
day for adjournment. le thought that Wednesday would be 
better, as then the Jast three days could with propriety be de- 
voted to business. It seemed to be generally admitted that the 
Senate could get through its business by the day mentioned, and 
he could see no impropriety in their passing the resolution; and 
if the House thinks the time too short, it canamend the resolu- 
tion. In his opinion the day fixed was sufficiently remote. We 
shall by that tinte have been neaily six months in session, 
which was longer than the legisiative session of any nation in 
the world, with the exception, perhajs, of Great Britain. 

Mr. NORVELL said he was decidedly in favor of fixing an 
early day for adjournment. The long sessions of Congress 
were always too long, and the short sessions gererally too short. 
With a view tothe correction of this evil, and to present a new 
motve for an earlier adjournment than usual of the first session 
of eachCongress, he proposed a second resolution, providing that 
the next session of Congress should commence on the second 
Monday of November. 

Mr. WEBSTER observed that this could only be done by 
aw. 

Mr. LUMPKIN would prefer a direct vote upon his joint re- 
solution for an adjournment on the I*th of May. 

Mr. NORVELL said that the suggestions thrown out induced 
him to withdraw his amendment, and to state that he sliould to- 
morrow ask leave to introducea bill for an earliercommence- 
ment of the next session of Congress, if the jvint resolution for 
openraier in May should pass. 

r. GRUNDY said that he presumed every Senator present 
was animated bya desire to bring the session toa close as soon 
asitcould be done with propriety; but it appeared to him that 





it would be acting somewhat precipitately to pass on tt 
lution at this time. In the course of a week or two th dane 
be better enabled to judge of the time it would requir eY woul) 
act the public business, and they should measure this (0 trang 
the quantity of business to be done, and not by her time by 
convenience or inconvenience. There were many we 
importance yet to be discussed, and among them he wo 


mention the bankrupt law. He had always i 
7 beer 


opposed to such a law, but there had been such @ gener 
expression of sentiment ig favor of such a law a: the treme 
Tese 


session, that he was dispOsed to give the measure ph; 
careful consideration,and if convinced of its practical wu ot 
would vote for tt. If gentlemen thought that this mmportan” he 
ject and other measures could be discussed and acie ,_. 
within the time proposed, they were right in voting jor 1} na 
position to fix the day of adjournment, but for his own ae 
thought it would be more prudentto defer its consider ed fn 
the present. ean ee 
Mr. WEBSTER thought there was ample time 
bankrupt Ja v, as he supposed it would not be com ies 
in its provisions. | The chairmancf the Judiciary Cork _— 
had informed the Senate that he would probably introduce 1 
bill in the course of this week, and two O1 three weeks w ms 
be ample to discuss and act upon it. = 
Mr. WILLIAMS was altogether unwilling to yore for th 
proposition, in the situation in which his State was placed, I 
was known to the Senate and to the country that his Stay Ww: 
invaded, and a portion of her territory was in the possession »; 
the troops ofa foreign power. The Briush Government ae 
been informed that a_ persistance in this course , 
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yw 
be deemed by this Government as __ inconsistent with 
the stipulations which were entered into by the 


Governors of Maine and New Brunswick. Hows long 
would require for us to be informed of the result of this decla. 
ration, he did not know; but he thought that Congress sho), 
not adjourn without taking measures to settle this question de. 
finitively. IfCongress adjourned, the inference would be tha 
Great Britain was to keep possession of the disputed terrijory 
until Congress wasagain assembled. This he was opposed i; 
and he thought it would not be submitted to by the people of 
his State. A call had been recently made on the Presien: 
for information on a subject which had some bearing on thjs 
matter: he alluded to the warlike preporations of Great Britay 
on the North and Northwestern frontier; and until that Was 
answered, he thought it would be imprudent to act on this 
question of adjournment. He would therefore move Lo post. 
pone the further consideration of the resolution to this day two 
weeks. : R 
Mr. SEVIER said, ifthey remained here until the Maine 
boundary question was settled, they would probably be in ses. 
sion unul the 4th of March next. He thought himself that jt 
was full time this question was settled; but he had no expect. 
tation that it would be settled at an early day. If the Senator 
intends to force this matter to a decision, let him bring in a bi 
declaring war against Great Britain, if she will not relinquish 
her pretensions, and it shall have my most favorable consiera 
tion, He thought these repeated postponements of this resoly- 
ton, and thus consuming a day in every week in its discussion, 
was a fruitless and unprofitable course; and he would vor 
against any further postponement. 

M-:. WILLIAMS said he was not, at this time, prepared to 
act on the suggestion of the Senator from Arkansas, to bring ia 
a bill declaring war against Great Britain. He was willing wo 
wait until we had received an answer to the inquiries made 
ef the President in relation to warlike preparauons on our 
frontier. We could then adopt suitable precautions on our 
side of the line. Hethought that Congress should then take i 
into its own hands to protect the rights of the nation. The 
question of right had been again and again settled, and he 
trusted that the day was not distant when the Territory Maine 
would be delivered from the presence of the troops of a to: 
reign power. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said that, when this proposition was 
before the Senate the other day, he was opposed to any delay in 
acting on it; but he confessed that the remarks of some of his 
friends, and particularly of the Senator from Maine. (Mr Wu. 
LiaMs,} had occasioned some change in his seutiments. He was 
a’ xious that the Senate should adjourn at the earliest day the 
state of the public business would: permit; but thought that, at 
present, it would be improper to name a day for that purpose 

t was probable that, in the course of a fortnight, events might 
occur which would enable them to act more understanding\y, 
and he would therefore vote in favor of its postponement. 

Mr. HUBBARD said that when this motion was up before, 
he had moved its postponement, as he deemed that its only el 
fect would be to embarrass the proceedings of the other House. 
There were a great many bil!s both ofa public and private cha 
racter which had passed this body, but were yet unacted 00 1! 
the House, and he thought a movement of this kind would be 
at least premature, ifnotinjurious. Ile was as desirous as a0} 
Senator for an early adjournment, but he would not consent to! 
at the risk of sacrificing the business of the nation, and the inte 
rests of the numerous individuals who had just claims upon th 
Government. 4% 

Mr. H. referred to the introduction of a similar propos! 
tion in the session of 1837-8, when it was at first preposed | 
adjourn in April, but which the House disagreed to, In Ju 
the House passed a resolution to adjourn on the %h et July 
which the Senate promptly acceded to. He thought that noth 
a would be gained by a movement of this kind at this ear! 

ay. 
Mr. WALL would have preferred that the Senator from 
Maine had moved an indefinite postponement of the 
solution. He had had but ene opinion of it sie 
its introduction, and that was, that it was abogetet 
prematnre movewent. As yet we have received 
three or four bills from the other branch of Congr 
while nearly all the great measures in which the country ¥" 
interested were as yet scarcely touched in that branch. Aw 
is under thisstate of circumstances that the Senator from Geort 
attempts to guess the amount oftime it wall require for Congres 
to get through its business, and be prepared to a¢ ur 
Though he was convinced that the Senator was actnated 7 
most patriotic motives in adopting this course, and thovg!! ow 
the public business would be accelerated, he (Mr. Ww.) : 
convinced that it would produce no such result. Every 
nator was anxious to adjourn as early as could be done, in 
sistent with their sense of duty: he would say that we 
jected himself to great sacrifices: by remaining here; — 
allthe great measures of the country, and the great ms 
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for want of sufficient time to mature them? If this resolution 
was it could only be looked upon as an attempt to 
oad the other House into action; and, viewed in this light, it 
would occasion more injury than benefit. 

Mr. NORVELL said that none of the arguments advanced 
had induced any c.ange of his opinion in favor of an early ad- 
igurnment. If the two Houses fixed on the 18th of May as the 
day for adjournment, our proceedings would be governed by a 
view to that precise time; an! we should act upon the business 
of the country, which was before us. As it was, we 
were wasting our time in making partisan speeches, 
to the neglect of that business. In relation to the 
Maine boundary question, if there were any hope 
of its termination, whether favorably or unfavorably, 
during the year, he would, with the Senator from 
Arkansas, agree to sit here till March next, for the purpose of 
accomplishing that object. But, sir, we see no indication of 
any measures to meet any emergency which may arise out of the 
protracted negotiations on thatsubject. Have we any proposi- 
tions for augmenting our army? Have we any proposi- 
tion to equip and man a greater number of vessels 
for the naval service? Has any thing been ro- 
posed with a view to any serious event which 
may grow out of the boundary question? Sir, if any 
change should take place in our foreign relations, requiring 
the adoption of fresh measures of preparation for the worst 
contingencies that can happen between nations, before. the 
day designated in the joint resolution for adjournment, it is 
to be presumed, it cannot be doubted, that Congress would re- 
scind that resolution. — 

Mr. LUMPKIN said, that reluctant as he generally was to 
consume the time of the Senate, by occupying the floor in de- 
pate, he felt himself called upon, on the present occasion, to 
defend himself, and the measure which he had introduced. 
More particularly did this duty devolve on him, because it 
was assailed by so many ofthe friends with whom he generally 
acted inthe Senate. Mr. L. said another week’s consideration 
had butthe more confirmed the epinion which he had expressed 
on the first introduction of the resolution. He believed much 
good and no evil would result from the Senate fixing on a 
definite day for the adjournment of the present session of 
Congress. After a careful examination and consideration of 
the business necessary to be done at the present session of Con- 
gresa, it will be found that the time proposed is ample for the 
proper transaction of all the necessary business of legisla- 
tion, Sir, (said Mr. L.) I do not propose to leave or neglect the 
public business and go home, as some gentlemen seen: to sup- 
pose. No, sir, 1 propose to go to work, and do the public busi- 
ness in a reasonable time, and then go home. The honorable 
Senator from New Jersey, (Mr. WALL,] considers my proposi- 
tion, as being based on a guess. He seems not to favor the idea 
of even venturing to guess how long this session of Congress 
ought to remain in session. He considersthis guessing rather 
a hazardous business, calculated to endanger the public inte- 
rest. Now, sir, (said Mr. L.) I will admit that no mathematician 
can demonstrate, to an hour or a day, how long the present Con- 
gress ought to remain in session in order to a faithiul discharge 
of our legisletive duties. But, sir, it is admitted, 1 believe, 
by every gentleman who has yet spoken, that the time which 
is proposed is amp'e for the Senate to discharge all 
its legislative duties, and I will ventureto guess that none will 
contrevert thatopinion. But, said Mr. L. tet me inform that 
honorable Senator that my proposition is Kot based upon a 
guess,as he seems to suppose. No, sir; before 1] introduced 
the proposition, with great care and labor I investigated the 
subject. First, I considered the measures to which the atten- 
tion of Congress had been invited by the Executive branch of 
the Government; and then, sir, I carefully examined all your 
dockets to see what had been brought to the consideration of 
Congress by all its members in both branches. The result of 
this investigation left the conviction on my mind that the public 
interest required the closing of this session on or before the 
time proposed. In this calculation, too, I have allowed for one- 
halfof our time to be spent in useless debate—debate upon sub- 
jecta which are not, and cannot be, subjects of legitimate legis- 
lation, But, sir, while itis admitted that the time proposed is 
more than sufficient fur the discharge of the business of the 
Senate, every gentleman opposed to this proposition re- 
muds ua that nothing is yet done in the other end 
of the Capitol, and that a longer time will be necessary 
oenable the House of Representatives to discharge its share 
oflegisiative duties. Sir, this may be true, or it may not. It 
Is hot for me—it is not fur the Senate to determine this ques- 
tion. Of this matter the House will judge for itself. What I 
am sir, Is, that we now inform the House that we shall be 

y toclose this session of Congress on the 18th of May next, 
and that we proceed to discharge the obligation we shall thereby 
place ourselves under, by proceeding to the faithful discharge 
of our own duties. The honorable Senator from Massachu- 
setts, (Mr. WepsTER,) has very justly remarked that if the 
House of Representatives shall come to the conclusion that 
the time which we propose for closing the present session of 
ee is too limited for a faithful discharge of the busi- 
hess of that House, they may propose an ameniiment—an ex- 
‘ension of the time to a more distant day. This course, sir, 
Would be placing the responsibility of an extended, protract- 
. session of Congress, where it should be placed. Let us 
abil our own duty, and leave to others their own respon 
tant honorable Senator from Maine, (Mr. Witi1AMs,] and 
ae nators, are opposed to fixing aday of adjournment, in 
huctpa'ion of the most important legislative duties which 
eA hereafter devolve on Congress, growing out of our rela- 
z ae Great Britain, on the subject of the Eastern boundary 
han In this case, sir, might we not say with propriety, 
et clent un o the day is the evil thereof?’ “Is it wise, is it 

: lent, for Congress to make calculations and arrangements 
7 © unnecessarily long and protracted sessio.,, in anticipation 

new subjects of legisiation—cases which may or may not 
eae Sit, if we act upon such principles as these, the sessions 
eolublenen will be perpetual; Congress will become an indis- 
purpose »except when the people invite us home, for the 
rt of supplying our places with others. It is known to 

‘Y One, who has been attentive to the proceedings of Con- 
Grese, that the longer the session is exiended, the more unfi- 

business is left at the close. If Congress were a perpe- 
wend . always in session, to the end of ume, the quantity of 

Me , business would, without doubt, continue to increase. 

- Fresident, the extraordinary length of the sessions of 
Congress is an admitted evil; one which none will have the 
boldness to deny, It has become a burden upon your, Trea- 


% 





sury. Reform is called for. Duty, economy demands it—the 
value of time demands it. Why, then, all this reluctance 
which we see manifested, to aid in the humble effort which has 
been attempted?) Why has this proposition been called a de- 
ceptive one? Why is it calculated to deceive the people?’ Why 
is 1t considered hopelessto propose this reform? Sir. the indi. 
cations around me exhibit the true cause, and prove that gen- 
tlemen have it in their power to fulfil their ewn predictions. 
My attempt may fail for want of support, but I shall have de- 
ceived no one. I have discharged my duty. Good has re- 
sulted, and will hereafter;result, from this effurt made to produce 
reform. 

The question was then taken on postponing the fresolution 
until Monday, the 30th day of March, and it was decided in the 
affitmative—ayes 22, noes 18. 

The Senate then went into Executive session, and afterwards 

Adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, March 16, 1840. 

The CHAIR announced that he had been informed that the 
Representatives elect from New Jersey were present, and 
would be qualified. 

Mr. JENIFER offered the tollowing resolution: 

Resolved, Tinat the execution of the resolution of this House 
of the 10th of March, directing the Speaker to qualify as mem- 
bers of this House, Philemon Dickerson, Peter D. Vroom, Da- 
niel B. Ryall, Wm. R. Cooper, and Joseph Kille, be postponed 
until the 2d Monday in April next, to afford the other five claim- 
ants from the State of New Jersey an opportunity of presenting 
their evidence, as directed to be taken by the Committee of 
Elections. 

Mr. WELLER of Ohio inquired whether the resolution was 
in order. 

The CHAIR replied in the negative. 

Mr. JENIFER said that, if that was the decision of the Cuar, 
he should aeqmiesce, without any motion in the case. 

Mr. PROFFIT inquired of the Cuain whether he had not 
the right to call on the gentlemen for their credentials. 

The SPEAKER replied, that the House had already passe 
a resolution that these gentlemen were entitled to their seats, 
and directing the Speaker to qualify them, and any motion en 
the subject would be eut of order. 

The following gentlemen were then qualified as Representa- 
tives from the State of New Jersey, viz—Wm. R. Cooper, 
Puitemon Dickerson. Josep Kiwis. and Daniet B. RYALL. 

CHINA AND THE UNITED STATES. 

Mr. CUSHING said: I beg leave to put a question to the 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs [Mr Pickens] 
in regard to a matter concerning which misapprehension ex- 
ists abroad, and which, though it touches individually myself 
and a colleague of mine now absent on a sick bed, (Mr. Law- 
RENCE. } 1 should not have troubled the House with, if it were 
not of great public importance to the welfare and reputation of 
the United Svetes. 

No objection being made, Mr. Cusninc proceeded to say: I 
proposed a resolution, early in the session, calling en the Execu- 
tive for information as to our relations with China, which reso- 
lution, being afterwards submitted to the Committee on Fo- 
reign Affairs, was by them reported to the House, and adopted; 
and to which the Executive has since responded, in a Message 
now In the possession of the House. My colleague [Mr. Law- 
RENCE] also presented a memorial from citizens of the United 
States in China, relative to the same matter. These papers are 
now under consideration in the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
Mearwhile, 1 am somewhat disturbed to learn. through the in- 
telligence brought by the Great Western, that these movements 
here are construed in England as indicating a disposition on 
the part of the American Government ‘to join heart and 
hand’’—as the expression is in a paragraph of an English mi- 
nisterial journal now before me—“to join heart and hand with 
the British Government, and endeavor to obtain commercial 
treaties from the authorities in China.’’ Now, so far as regards 
myself, I wish to say that this is a great misconception, if it be 
not a wilful pervers.on, of what is contemplated here. I have, it 
is true, thought that the present contingency,—when the Ameri- 
cans at Canton, and they almost or quite alone, have manifested a 
proper respect for the laws and public rights of the Chinese 
empire, in honorable contrast with the ortrageous misconduct 
of the English there—and when the Chinese Government, 
grateful for the upright deportment of the Americans, has ma- 
nifested the best possible feeling towards them—TI have thought 
that these circumstances afforded a favorable opportunity to en- 
deavor to put the American trade with China on a just and stable 
footing for the future. But, God forbid that I should entertain 
the idea of co-operating with the British Government in the 
purpose—if purpose it have—of upholding the base cupidity 
and violence, and high handed infraction of all law, human 
and divine, which have characterized the operations of the 
British, individually and collectively, in the seas of China. 1 
disavow all sympathy with those operations. 1 denounce 
them mostemphatically. And, though it is not competent for 
me to speak now of what has been done or is intended in the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs relative to this, yet thus much I 
may say, that, in that committee, and among all its members, I 
am confident there 1s but one spirit—and that is, to guard the 
intersts and to maintain the honorof the UnitedStates. It is 
due to the Executive, also, that I should say that I have no 
reason to believe or suspect that the President or his Cabinet 
entertains any but the most proper views on thissubject. At 
the same time, to close the door at once against all misunder- 
standing, and set the whole matter in a clear light, in order that 
the Chinese Government nee? not be misled into supposing 
that, while the Americans in Canton profess to act in good 
faith, and enjoy the benefits of it, any different purpose is 
entertained here, I put this question to the chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs—whether he himself, or, so far 
as he,knows, the Executive of the United States, has any idea of 
making common cause with Great Britain in reference to the 
recent events in China? 

Mr. PICKENS, in reply, said that, in reference to himself, it 
was very far from being the fact that he was disposed to make 
common cause with England in her designs in China—for the 
very first moment the subject was referred t) the committee, 
and laid before them, that very point was made by himeelf, and 
he objected expressly toour appearing before the world, (as 
might be inferred from the ree inthe memorial) of act- 
ing in concert with :he British Government in regard to this 
matter. So far asthe Executive was concerned, he had noau- 
thority fur speaking; but he wasinduced to believe that no such 


fact of intended concert with{Great Britain, as the gentleman ¢i- 
rectly referred to, existed.@ He had no intention directly or ind1 
recily to aid in foremg onthe Chinese the odious traffic in 
opium. He (Mr. P.) believed that if we could prevail on China 
to abandon her policy of non intercourse with the world if wo 
could prevail on ber to enteriato any arrangement that might 
have for its basis commercial relations which would pk ce us on 
an equal footing with other powers, i: would be ali that was neces. 
saty. But ofthis he had little hopes, for it was known that 
China, from time immemorial, had been opposed to all treaties. 
Our only object (said Mr. P.)is to place our commerce with 
China on an equal footing with thatof other nations, and to see 
that no advantage betaken of us 

Surely Engiand does not occupy a position at present to 
command any sympathy or co.operation from us. He would 
forbear to touch upon those points that are now at iseue de- 
fiween us, Which may, In the progress of events, become of the 
deepest importance. It is not our policy to appear to act un- 
der her cover and co-operation. We will act upon our separate 
and independent int rests, and our Own Views of policy. 

Mr. CUSHING then said: Ithank the House for its indul- 
gence, and the chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
who has answered my question so satisfactorily; aad I trust the 
idea will no longer be entertained in Bugland, if she chooses to 
persevere in the attempt to coerce the Chinese by force of arma 
to submitto be poisoned with opium by whele provinces, that 
she 1g to receive aid or countenance from the United States in 
that nefarious enterprise. 

The CHAIR announced that the question first in order was 
the motion of Mr. Casey to refer the memorial of the National 
Road Convention, held at Terre Haute, Indiana, to the Commit. 
tee of Ways and Means, with instructions to reporta bill making 
a reasonable appropriation for the continuation of the Nauenal 
road in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, forthe year 
1840, to be expended under the direction of the War Depart. 
meut; said appropriation to be subject to all the re 
stricuons and conditions of former appropriations on said 
road.” 

The substitute of Mr. {Pickens for eaid instructions, as fol 
bows: 

“And that the memorial be committed to the Committee ot 
Ways and Means, with inatruciions to consider the expediency 
of reporting a bill in favor ofthe measure.” : 

And Mr. Marvin’s amendment to the original proposition, 
and substitute for Mr. Pickens’s amendment, as follows; 

“and that the Committee of Ways and Means be instructed 
to report bills in accordance with the estimates contained in 
the reports from the Chiet Engineer, and the Chiefof the Topo- 
graphical Engineers, to the Secretary of War, and communi- 
cated to Congress by the President, making appropriauons for 
the year 1*40, for the continuation of the construction or im. 
provements of harbors an 1 roads, and the navigation of rivers, 
for which appropriations have been heretofore made.’ 

The SPEAKER said, when the subject was last up, the 
question immediately pending was the motion forthe previous 
question, which had not been seconded. The House had ordered 
a call, upon which it adjourned. If there was no objection, the 
call would be dispensed with. 

Several gentlemen persisted in having the call, which wae 
proceeded in till 192 members had answered to their names; 
when, 

On motionjof Mr. RAMSAY, all further proceedings in the 
same was dispensed with. 

The previous question was then seconded, and the main 
qnestion ordered; which main question wae, Shall the substitu 
tion of Mr. Marvin for the proposition of Mr. Pickens be 
adopted? 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. W.C. JOHNSON here offered on amendment to tha 
subsutute of Mr. MARVIN, proposing an appropriation fer the 
improvement ef the Monocacy river, in Maryland; which was 
ruled out of order, and which Mr. M. refused to accept as a mo- 
dification. 


The question was then taken on Mr. Marvin's substitute,and 
decided in the negative—yeas 50, nays 112. 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Judson Allen, John W. Alien, 
Baruard, Beauty, Biddle,Bond, Brewster, Brockway, W. O 
Butler,Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, James 
Cooper, Corwin, Cranston, Crary, Cross, Curtis, Cushing, 
Dana, Davee, John W. Davis, Pennis, Doan, Doig, Edwards, 
Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Floyd, Galbraith, Rice Garland, 
Gates, Goode, Granger, Giinnell, Hand, W. 8. Hasungs, 
John Hastings, Henry, Hillen, Howard, James, Kempshaii, 
Leet, Leoaard, Linco!n, Marchand, Marvin, Mason, Monroe, 
C. Morris, Osborne, Randall, Rariden, Reed, Reynoids, 
Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Russell, Saltonstail, Simonton, 
John Smith, Truman Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, 
Swrrs, Stuart, Sweeny, Taylor, Villinghast, Toland. Trum- 
bull, Wick, Thomas W. Williams, and Joseph L. Williams 
—8s80. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alford, Hugh J. Anderson, Andrews, Ather 
ton, Banks, Beirne, Bell, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Aaron V. 
Srown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, 8. H. Butler, Bynum, Jobn 
Campbell, Chapman, Cliflord, Coles, Conner, Mark A. Cooper, 
William R. Cooper, Craig, Edward Davies, John Davis, Garret 
Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dickerson, Eastman, Fisher, For 
nance, James Garland, Gemry. Gerry, Goggin, Green, Griffin, 
Habersham, Hawes, Hawkins, Hill of Virginia, Hillef North 
‘Carolina, Hoffman, Holleman, Hook, Hubbard, Jackson, 
Jenifer, William Cost Johngon, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel 
Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble. Kille, King, Leadbet 
ter, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McCarty, McCleilan, McKay, Medill, 
Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, 
Newhard, Nisbet, Parish, Parmenter, Paynter, Petrikin, 
Pickens, Pope, Prentiss, Proffit, Ramsey, Rhett, Rives, Ko- 
binson, Ryall, Famuels, Shaw, Shepard, Stanly, Steenrod, 
Samter, Swearingen, Taliaferro. Philip F. Thomas, Waddy 
Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Triplett, Turney, Underwood, 
Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Warren, Watterson, Weller, 
John White, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, Lewis 
Williams, C H. Williams, Sherrod Williams, ard Wise—1!2. 

The questien then recurring on the substitute of Mr. Pickens, 

Mr. CASEY said, as 11 would be decisive of the question, he 
demanced the yeas and nays, which were ordered; when 

Mr. PICKENS, in view, of the vote given, withdrew his sub- 
stitute. ‘ j 

The question then recurred on the original proposition {Mr. 
Casey's;] upon which the yeas and nays were ordered, and 

e—yeas £8, nays 109, as follower: ; 
wy BAS— shee ta Judson Allen, John W. Allen, 
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Beatty, Bond, Brewater, Wm. O. Butler, Calhoun, Carr, Car- 
roll, Casey, China, Chittenden, James Cooper, Corwin, Crans- 
ton, Crosa, Curtis, Cushing, Dana, Davee, John W. Davis, 
Garret Davia, Dickerson, Doan, Doiz, Duncan, Earl, Edwards, 
Evans, Everett, Rice Garland, Goode, Granger, Hammond, 
Hand, Wm. 8. Hastings, John eninge, Henry, Hillen, Hook, 
Howurd, James, Jameson, Kemble, Kille, Leadbeuer, Leet, Leo- 
nard, Lincoln, Lowell, Marchaa arvin, Mason, Medill, Miller, 
Mitchell Monroe, Mentanya, C Morris, Newhard, Parish,Pope, 
Proffit, Randall, Randall, iden, Reed, Reynoids, Ridgway, 
Kdward Rogera, Russell, Ryall, Saltonsta!], Simonton, Albert 
Smith, Thos, Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, S:uart, Swear- 
ingen, Sweeny, Taylor, Tillinghast, Toland, Vanderpoel, Wel- 
ler, Wick, and Jeseph L. Willlama—8s. 

NAYS—Meesrs, Alford, Hugh J. Ande: aon, Andrewa, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Barnard, Beirne, Bell, Biddle, Black, Blackwell, 
Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, AlbertG. Brown, Burke, Sampson Hl. 
Buder, Bynum, John Campbell, William B. Cainpbeil, Carter, 
Chapman, Clark, Clifford, Coles, Conner, Mark A. Cooper, 
w Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crockett, Edward Davies, John 
Davia, Dawson, Deberry, Eastman, Fillmore, Fisher, Floyd, 
Galbraith, J. Garland, Gates, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, Graves, 
(ireen, Griffin, Habersham, Hawes, Hawkins, Hill of Virginia, 
John ll of North Carolina, Hoffman, Molleman, Hutbard, 
Jackson, Jenifer, William Cost Johuson, Cave Johason, Na- 
thaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kempshall, King, Lewis, 
J.ucas, McCarty, McClellan, McKay, Montgomery, Morgan, 
Samuel W. Morris, Nisbet, Osborne, Parmenter, Paynter, 
Peck, Pickens, Prentiss, Rameey, Rhett, Rives, Robinson, Jas. 
Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, aes Truman Smith, Stanly, 
Storrs, Sumpter, Taliaferro, P. F. Thomas, W. Thompson, 
4. Thompson, Trumbull, Turney, Underwood, David D. Wa- 
gener, Warren, Watterson, John White, Jared W. Williams, 
T. W. Williama, wie, AM esa Lewis Williaws, Christopher 
Hi. Williama, Sherrod Williams, and Wise—109. 

So the House refused tu refer, with instrucuons 

The memorial alone was then referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, without instructions. 

Mr. RARLDEN gave notice that he should, at an early day, 
ask | ave to introduce a bill making appropriations to continue 
the Cumberland Road in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Hli- 
nos, 

Me BARNARD gave notice that he would, at an early day, 
ask leave tv iatroduce a bill making an appropriation for the 
continuance of the improvements tn the Hu river. 

Mr. BLACK, from the Select Commitee on Printing, by uni- 
versal Consent reported a resolution extending the time for that 

conan to report, to the .4th of March, which was read and 
agieed to 

Mr. WISE, by permission, presented a memorial from 
Charles Fenderick, proposing to execute the printing of maps 
at a leas ra(e than at presentdone; which was referred to the 
Select Committee on Printing. 

Petitions being in order to-day, 

The SPEAKER called the roll for that purpose, commencing 
with the Territory of lowa; when 

Mr. W. W. CHAPMAN, in accordance with previous notice 
given, and by ae introduced a bill to authorize the Pre- 
sident of the United States tocause certain mineral lands to be 
sold; which was twice read, and committed to the Committee 
on the Public Lands. — 

Mr. C. also gave notice that he would, atthe proper time, ask 
leave to introduce a bill to establish certain post routes in lowa, 
and tor the discontinuance of others. 

(Mr. CaaPMAN of lowa presented the petitions of the inha- 
bitants of Toolsborough, Iowa Territory, for the reduction of 
ostage. Memorials trom the Legislative Asssembly of the 
ercitory of lowa, For the survey of the harbor at Dubuque. 
For a turnpike road from the city of Burlington to Fairfield, 
in Jefferson county: referred to he Commitee on Roads and 
Canals. For the sett!ement of the Dubuque land claim: refer- 
red to the Committee on Private Land Claims. For the im- 
provement of the Desmoines rapids’ referred to the Committee 

of Waysand Means. For a post route: referred to the Com- 
mictee on the Post Office and Post Roads. For the improvement 
of the Territorial road on the Desmvines river. For a mili- 
tary road from fort Madison to the proposed military post on 
the Desmoines river: referred to the Committee on Military 
Atlairs. For improving mail roads: referred to the Committee 
on Roads and Canals. For the improvement of certain roads. 
For a road from Keokack, by West Point and Mount Pleasant: 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. For a road 
from Iowa city to Prairie du Chien, and from Dubuque to the 
county seat of Delaware: referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. For land at the seat of Government: referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. Petitiens for post routes from 
Knoxville, [ilinois, to Iowa city; referred to the Commitiee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. Petitions for a mail route from 
Bloomington to Marion ,the county seat of Linn county. Peti- 
tions for mail route from Dixon’s ferry, in Illinois, by Chaman- 
che, in the Territory of lowa, tolowa city. For post route from 
Dubuque to lowa city. Fora post route from Black Hawk, by 
Grandview and Fredonia, to lowa city: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. Of the inhabitants of 
Louisa county, in the Territory of Lowa, for a road from Black 
Hawk to Iowa city: referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Canals. Of Maryland Jones, praying the repeal of a certain act 
of the Legislative Assembly of lowa. Of the county commis- 
sioners of Johnsen county, praying to be permitted to enter the 
quarter section upon which the seat of justice of said county is 
located: referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. Of Jo- 
seph Williams and C. A. Warfield, praying a donation of land 
to aid them in making a road: referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. Of the inhabitants of Iowa, praying Con- 
grees to confirm the title to the land npon which the seat of 
Government is located. ] 

Mr POPE, on leave, introduced a bill to aid the Territory to 
complete the pentientiary in the Territory of lowa; which was 
read twice. and committed. 

By Mr. DOTY of Wisconsin. 

Mr. D. also, in accordance with notice previously given, and 
on leave, introduced a bill concerning equity courts; which was 
read twice, and commited. 

By Mr. DOWNING of Florida 

Mr. D. gave notice that he would, ata proper time, ask leave 
to introduce a bill for the relief of those persons who had their 
property destro by the Indians in Florida. 

By Mr. CRARY of Michigan. 

By Mr. CROSS of Arkansas. 

By Mesere MILLER and JAMESON of Missouri. 


pie MILLER presquted the petition of Wftson P. Hunt pray 





CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ing Congiess to confirm to hima certaintract or piece of land 
the: ein mentioned and described: referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. The petition of Messrs. Collier and Pe- 
turs of Missouri, praying the passage of a law for their relief, 
reimbursing the amount of a draft, &c. purchased by them 
of Wm. 8. Ewing, and drawn by him on the Government of the 
United States: referred to the Committee of Claims. The peti- 
tion of James 8. Evans and Co. praying the passage of a law 
remunerating them for losses sustained in a contract entered 
into by them, for furnishing beef and other supplies for the use 
of the emigrating Cherokee Indians: referred to the Committee 
of Claims. The petition of Charles Philips, and others, asking 
the establishment ofa post road from the town of Herman to 
Heath’s store, in Gasconade county, Missouri: referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Pos: Roads. Also, the affi- 
davit of John Buland, in support of the claim of Wm. Nicho- 
las of Missouri, for horses (et by him in the service of the 
United States: referred to the Committee of Claims, to which 
committee his petition and papers have heretofore been pre- 
sented. ] 

(Mr. JAMESON presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Missouri, praying that a special pre-emption be granted to Har- 
vy and Hiram Beach toa cer ain quarter section of land therein 
mentioned: upon his motion, reterred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. Also a petition of the Agricultural So- 
ciety, praying a grant of a quantity of land therein mentioned 
for the establishment of a college (or the promotion ef agricul- 
ture: referred tothe Committee on Public Lands. Also, a peti- 
tion of Thomas H. Noble, asking pay for furnishing Fort Lea- 
venworth with coal, under a contract made with Thomas 
Swords, Quartermaster United States Army. Also, an appli- 
cation of General Gladevly for a special pre-emptio:: moved 
that it be referred, together with the papers now on file in rela- 
tion therete, to the Committee on Private Land Claims: referred. 
Also, an application of Thomas Talbot, asking remuneration for 
certain depredations committed on his property by the Pawnees: 
moved that it be referred, together with the papers on file in re- 
lation thereto, to the Committee of Claims. ] 

; By Messrs. CRABB, CHAPMAN, and LEWIS, of Ala- 
ama. 

(Mr. Craps gave notice that he would, at an early day, ask 
leave to introduce a bill to establish ceriain post routes in the 
State of Alabama, and for the discontinuance of others. ] 

: By Messrs. STEWART, CASEY, and REYNOLDs, of I- 
invis. 

(Mr. Reynotps presented various memorials and petitions, 
and had them referred to the proper committees, viz.—A_peti- 
tion for a mail route from Edwardsville, by the marine and 
highland, to Shoach creek, in the State of Tilinois. A memo- 
rial from the citizens of Cahohia, in said State, praying that 
part of the commons attached to the village of Cahohia be sold 
for the use of schools for said village. A letter of Capt. Ander- 
son, of the United States Army, exhibiting the outline of an 
asylum for the old and war-worn soldiers, and the manner for 
providing for the construction of the same: this Jetter was or- 
dered to be printed. For the improvementof the Rapids on the 
Mississippi. The resolutions of the General Assembly of Iili- 
nois, stating the consent of the States to locate the National road 
in said State, to pass the river Mississippi at Alton, and at no 
other point. Also, a memoria! for pre-emption rights to actual 
settlers on the public lands.] 

By Messrs. BROWN and THOMPSON, of Mississippi. 

By Messrs. RARIDEN, CARR, SMITH, DAVIS, and 
WICK, of Indiana. 

(Mr. Carr ptesented a joint resolution from the General As- 
sembly of the State of Indiana, requesting their Senators and 
Representatives in Congress to use their influence to procure 
an act of Congress to grant to Peter Houston such portion of the 
refuse lJands lying east of Indianapolis State road, leading 
from Indianapolis to Bloomington, on the east side of Beanblos- 
som, in the county of Monroe, in said State, which may be unen- 
tered, and has been in market for twenty years, as will be a rea- 
sonable compensation for his services in the Revolutionary 
war; which, on his motion, was referred to the Committee on 
the Publie Lands. Also, a joint resolution from the General 
Assembly of Indiana, on the subject of a mail route, therein 
named; which, or his motion, was referred tothe Committee on 
the Pest Office and Post Roads. Also, a joint resolution from 
the General Assembly of Indiana, soliciting Congress for a grant 
of two townships of land, for the construction and support of 
an asylum for the education of deaf mutes and blind persons; 
which, on his motion, was relerred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. Also, the petition of Jacob Haas, praying Con- 
gress to pass an act to confirm to him certain lands, in said pe- 
tition described: referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims.) 

Mr. CARR said he had received a memorial from a com- 
mittee, composed of highly respectable individuals, the organ 
ofa meeting of the citizens of the Town of Jeffersonville, me- 
morializing Congress on a subject in which the West, and he 
believed he might say the whole West, felt adeep interest. It 
was to increase the facilities of navigation at the Falls of the 
Ohio; and to do this, the best mode, in the opinion of the me- 
morialists, would be to construct a canal around the falls on the 
Indiana side, sufficiently large to pass the largest class of steam- 
boats on the Wester. waters. It was well known thatthe facility 
of navigation at that point, now, is such that the larger class of 
steamboats have been detained above the falls for nearly a year at 
a time, and also large boats belonging above the falls have been 
detained as long below the falls; this detention is the cause 
of great loss and injury, not only to the owners of these 
boats, but to the commerce of the country. The memorialists 
do not oppose the purchase of the individual stock in the Lou- 

isville and Portland canal ” the Government, yet while they 
acquiesce in that measure, they strongly and very forcibly urge 
the propriety, utility, and, he might the absolute necessity, 
of constructing a canal around the falls of the Ohio, on the Indi- 
ana shore; and the ground assumed is the incapacity of the pre- 
sent canal to afford facilities which the increased and increasing 
commerce of the country seems to demand; and taking in consi- 
deration the great and growing increase of the trade and com- 
merce of the whole West, the time js near at hand when the 
canal, however large, will not be sufficient to do all the busines; 
which will require to be done, without great delay, and much 
loss and injury. 

To prove this, Mr. C. said it was only necessary tostate a 
fact. The number of boats which passed through the canal 
in 1839, is estimated at between twenty and twenty-five hundred, 
with a tonnage amounting to 300,000; that the number of boats 
which passed in the year 1831, was a little upwards ef eight 
huadred, with a tonnage of 76,333. Thus it will be seen that 





the increase of boats in 1839, is nearly equal to 200 pe 
and in the tonnage more than 200 per cent. Then inte 
on an equal increase of the trade and commeice {or mane 


years to come, with that of the few years past, and it 
but a very few yeas until there will be more than six 


will be 
Wousand 


boats pass the falisof the Ohio in one year, ascending aud de. 


cending. 


Mr. C. said this was a matter of great importance 
Western people, that it was a subject in which twelve 
States of this Union were directly interested, and that it Was 
a subject which must and would, he had no doubt, and tha: 
too, at no distant day, be respectfully considered by Congres’ 
From the importance of the subject, he would mosthrespeci{y)), 
ask that the memorial be printed: he therefore move, 
memoral be referred to the Committee on Roads and 
and that it be printed, and it was so ordered. 

(Mr. Davis of Indiana, presented the petition of Johny John- 
son, for a pension, accompanied by his discharge. Tie ret 
tion of Hannah Kuble, for payment of a certain amount of cop. 
tinental money in her possession. A joint resoly 
Legislature of Indiana, asking for public lands tor a Deaf and 
Dumb Asylum. A petition fora mail route fro 
Springville, indiana. A petition for a change in a maij 
from ‘Terre Haute to Springville, Indiana. | 

By Messrs. CHINN and R. GARLAND. of Louisiana. 

By Messrs. C. MORRIS, J. W. ALLEN, STAKKWEATH. 
ER, DUNCAN, MASON, DOAN, SWEARINGEN, BON} 

TAYLOR, LEADBETTER, SWEENBRY, ap) 


GOODBR, 
RIDGEWAY, of Ohio. 


South Carolina. 


By Messrs. CRAIG, 


Virginia. 


tee on Invalid Pensions. 


Virginia, praying 


cross mai 


road. 


Roads. } 
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By Messrs. BELL, GENTRY, CAMPBELL, CARTER, and 
J. L. WILLIAMS, of Tennessee 

Ry Messrs. POPE, GRAVES, UNDERWOOD, Royp 
BUTLER, TRIPLETT, and ANDREWS, of Kentucky. , 

By Messrs. PICKENS, SUMPTER, and CAMPBELL, o/ 


By Messrs. CONNOR, L. WILLIAMS, FISHER, DEBER. 
RY, McKAY, GRAHAM, and STANLY, of North Carolina. 

(Mr. Connor presented the petition of Isaac Holland and 
others, from Lincoln county, North Carolina, in favor of the 
Sub-Treasury, and againsta Bank of the United States. | 


WISE, TALIAFERRO, BANKS, 


STEENROD, BEIRNE,LUCAS, HOLLEMAN, and HILL o} 


By Messrs. JENIFER, W. C. JOHNSON, P. F. THOMAS, 
CARROLL, and HILLEN of Maryland. 

By Messrs. LEET, PAYNTER, JOHN DAVIS, PETRIKIN, 
EDWARD DAVIES,MARCHAND. HENRY, COOPER, ED: 
WARDs, JAMES, TOLAND, NEWHARD, HAMMOND, 
KEIM,8. W. MORRIS, BEATTY, (GALBRAITH, WaGr. 
NER, HOOK, GERRY, BIDDLE, RAMSEY, and For. 
NANCEof Pennsylvania. 

(Mr. Leet of Pennsylvania auton the petition of Alexander 
Hill, of Washington county, 
sion, with an accompanying document: referred to the Commit 


ennsylvania, praying fora pen- 
, - I 


Also, the pettion of sundry citizens of 


Washington county, Pennsylvania, praying for the establish- 
ment of amail route from Steubenville, Ohio, by the way of 
Elderville, and Cross Creeek Village, to Washington, Pennsy!- 
vania: referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. Also, twoseveral petitions ofsundry inhabitants of Jef- 
f-rson county, Ohio, andof Ohio county and Brooke county, 
for the establishment of a mail route from 
Steubenville, Ohio, via Eldersville and Cross Creek Village, 0 
Washington, Pennsylvania: referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Raods. 
signed by alarge nujnber of citizens of Peunsy)vania and Vir 
ginia, praying for the passage ofa law establishing a direct mail 
route from Pittsburgh, in Pennsylvania, to Morgantown, in Va 
referred to the Comuuittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Also, presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Washi 
ton county, Pennsylvania, praying for the establishment of a 

eae from Canonsburgh, in said county,via Ti omp- 
sonville, Bowerhill, Fenlyviile, and Muntown, to the post office 
McCullough’s store, on the Washington and Bedford turnpike 


Also, three several petitions 


Mr. L. said, in presenting the memorial, he would take occa- 
sion to remark that Canonsburgh, one of the points mentioned 
in the petition, is the site of a very réspectabie and flourishing 
literary institution, known by the name of the Jefierson cu! 
lege, and that the proposed mail route will also connect with 
the Bedford turnpike road, which leads to Washington, the seat 
of the Washington college, a highly respectable aud usetul in- 
stitution: referred to the Committee on Post Offices and Post 


Mr. LEET said he had in his hand two memorials, signed by 
citizens of Washington county, Pennsylvania, and who reside 

rincipally in a section of that county, which borders on the 
orthwestern part of Virginia, remonstrating against the 2” 
nexation of Texas to the United States. Mr. L. remaiked be 
did not suppose the memorials came within the rule of the 
House, relating to Abolition petitions. The petition was rea, 
and Mr. L. moved to refer it to the Committee on Foreign Al- 
fairs; but, on motion of Mr. Pi. TRIKIN, it was laid on the table. 

(Mr. J. Davis presented the peution of Hannah Duffield ot 
Philadelphia county, Pennsylvania, widow of Jacob Duffield, 
a soldier of the late war, who died in the service of the Unned 
States, praying Congiess to grant her a pension: referred (0 
the Committee on Pensions. The petition of John H. Atiersen 
and 47 others, citizens of Bucks county, Pennsylvania, May ing 
Congress (o lay a duty on imported silks; from Daniel om 
and 21 others, citizens of Qucks county, Pennsylvania; from 4 
seph Johnson and 30 others, citizens of lennsy!vanla; won 
John H Gordon and 47 others, citizens of Bucks county; Pent 
sylvania; all of which were referred to the Committee 00 Manu: 


[By Mr. 8. W. Morais: from citizens of Bradford and Ties 
counties, for a post road from Rutland, in Tinga county, 
salsville, in Bradford county; from cituzens of Sullivan ave” 
land townships for a post route from Dagge*t’s Mills to —_— 
burg, in Tioga county; for a post road from Eagle Factory, °° 
Susquehanna county, io Warren, in Bradford county; the pet 
tion of 45 qualified voters of Asylum, Bradford county, . 
sylvania, praying that the rule relative to reception of petluor 
&e. on the subject of the abolition of slavery, adopted on 
28:h January, 1840, be rescinded. } 

_ (Mr. Henry of Pennsylvania yntry. 
tions: The petition ofa number of citizens of Mercer coul™ 
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<ilks, so as amply to protect the manufacture of that article in 
the United States.) 7 — . 

(Mr. Keim presented five petitions of similar tenor, signed 
py 187 citizens of Beiks and Lebanon counties. praying the es- 
tabushment of a mat! route from Jonestown, Lebanon county, 

)Kehrersburg and Womelsdorf, Berks county; petiuen of 
citizens of Berks, Lehigh, and Montgomery counties, praying 
on establishment of a mail route from Allentown, Lehigh 
county, through Berks, to Pottstown, Montgomery county.] 

(Mr GALBRAITH presented the petition of the widow and ex- 
ecutors of Thomas Atkinson, esq. deceased, praying tu be re- 
ieased from a judgment in favor of the United States: referred 
«othe Committee of the Whoie House, to whom a bill providing 
the relief had been committed. Also, a petition of Daniel Pal- 
mer, of Erie county, Pa. praying for a pension: referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions Also, a petition of 
William Gurvey, of Crawford county, Pa. praying for compen- 
sation in lieu of bounty land, not obtained: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. Also, sundry memorials from 
cuizens o! Erie and Warren counties, Pa. praying for reduction 
in the rates of postage: referred to the Commitice onthe Post 
Office and Post Roads. Also, at the request of Mr. Ery of New 
York, @ memorial of similar tenor with the last: refer- 
red to the same committee. Also, sundry memorials, 
signed by citizens in various sections of Pennsylvania. 
And also a memorial from a large ¢onvention of delegates from 
a number of counties in Pennsylvania, praying for an appro- 

riation to improve the navigation of the Alleghany river for 
steamboats to Olean which he moved to refer to the Commit- 
tee on Roads and Canals, with instructions to report a bill ap- 
propriating the sum of fifiy thousand dollars towards extend- 
ing the improvements now In progress on the Ohio river, up 
ihe Alleghany river, above Pittsburg, towards Olean Point, in 
New York, under the directions of the Secretary of War, and 
according tothe survey made by Maj. G. W. Hughes, United 
sates Civil Engineer, during the summer of 1837; which being 
objected to, 1 es over to the next petition day. ] 

(Mr. Hoox presented the petition of John Hoover, a Revolu 
tionary soldier, praying fora pension. Also, the petition of the 
Monongahela Silk Association in Fayette county, Pennsylva- 
nia, for the imposition of a duty on the importation of foreign 
silk.] 


(Mr. RAMSEY presented the petition of citizens of the county 
of Perry, State of Pennsylvania, praying for the establishment 
ofapost route between Newport and Juniata, in said county.) 

(Mr. Perrikin presented the following petitions: The peti- 
of the Wyoming sufferers and their descendants, for relief to 
compensate them for their losses during the Revolutionary 
war, referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. Of 
James Barrett of Columbia county, Pennsylvania, for an allow- 
ance of arrearages of pension, which he alleges he is entitled to: 
reierred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. The me- 
motial of the citizens of Pottsville, relative to location of national 
iron foundry: referred to Select Commictee appointed on that 
subject. ] 


(Mr. MARCHAND presented a petition for a mail route from 
Indiana, Indiana county, by the way of Mechanicsburgh and 
one to Johnstown, in the county of Cambria, Pennsyl- 
yvania. 

By Mr. DICKERSON of New Jersey. 

By Messrs. MONTANYA, FLOYD, MITCITELL, CLARK, 
LEONARD, VANDERPOEL, HAND, PRENTISS, DANA, 
~~ BREWSTER, EARL, and BARNARD, of 
New York: 


(Mr. Ears presented the petition of Daniel Pratt, a soldier 
of the late war with Great Britain, asking Coogress to grant 
him a pension: referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
The peution of John Bowman and Thomas Ney, heirs at law 
of certain soldiers of the late war with Great Britain, stating 
that they have three land warrants from the War Department, 
and asking Congress to permit them to locate the same quantity 
of land on any lands of the Government subject to private en- 
ry: referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. Also, the 
petition of Ira Fancher, a musician inthe late war with Great 
Britain, asking Congress to grant him a pension: referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. ] 

(Mr. Prentiss of New York presented the petition of Lewis 
Hyott, aud others, of the town - Otsego, Otsego county, New 
York, praying that Samuel Fisk, in consideration of Revolu- 
onary services, may be placed on the pension roll. ] 

(Mr. Lzovarp presented the petition of Richard Reynolds, of 
New York, an invalid soldier of the late war, praying for a pen- 
sion: referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. Also, the 
petition of Alexander Thompson, of New York, a Revolution- 
ary soldier, praying to be inscribed on the pension roll: referred 
‘othe Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. | 

Mr. MITCHELL presented certain joint resolutions from the 
— of New York, against the passage of the Sub-Trea- 

i. 

, These resolutions, Mr. M. said, were the voice of the Empire 
Sate of New York; and he moved that they be laid on the table 
and printed. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL gave notice of his intention to say a 
few words on these resolutious. 

So they were ordered to lie over. 

Mr. BARNARD presented similar resolutions, and moved 
theif commitment to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
“tthe Union. (Ordered to lie over. ] 
we BARNARD presente a petition praying that the resolu- 
eee 23th of January in relation to Abolition petitions be 


= WILLIAM COST JOHNSON moved to lay it on the 


vera motions for calls of the House and adjournment 
bee and withdrawn; when the petition was ordered to 
cn BARNARD presented a petition against the admission 
be torida into the Union unul slavery was abolished within 
~d a, and moved its reference to the Committee on the 
ez, 
» SPEAKER decided that, under the resolution adopted by 
‘ Ouse, the petition could not be received. 
“t. ADAMS appealed from the decision of the Cua. 
motions for calls of the House and adjournment were again 
Me wand withdrawn; when 
wing PARNARD said that, in order not to obstruct. the pre- 
pe rang of petitions, he would, for the present, withdraw this 
dean Petition was withdrawn. But the Speaker having 
that the appeal remained as an independent question, 
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and was to be decided at this time, and Mr. Apams having de- 
clined to withdraw it— 

A motion to adjourn (it being now 5 o’clock) was again made, 
and was decided, by yeas 31, nays 81, in the negative. 

So the House refused to adjourn. But there was no quorum 
voting. 

Mr BARNARD submitted to the SPEAKER that the appeal 
giving rise to debate, must lie over. 

The SPEAKER having otherwise decided, 

Mr. ADAMS proposed a compromise: That the House should 
pass a resolution like that adopte! at the close of the sesston, 
that every member having petitions that would not give rise to 
debate, should send them to the table, where they m:ght be en- 
tered and referred. 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected toany motion. 

Mr. ADAMS said, that being the case, he would move an ad- 
journment. 

And the Heuse adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuespay, March 17, 1840. 


The CHAIR submitted a petition of the adminitsrator of 
John Piper, deceased, praying compensation for Revolutionary 
services; which was referred to the Committee on Revolutiona- 
ry Claims. 

Mr. LINN pres ‘pted a memorial of a number of citizens of 
St. Louis, praying the erection of a custom-house at that place; 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of a number of ci- 
tizens of Philadelphia, praying the paseage of a general bauk- 
ruptlaw; which was referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr. WALL presented the memorial of a number of citizens 
of the United States, praying an increase of the duties on fo- 
reign silks; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented the memorial of a number of ci- 
tizens of Bangor, in the State of Maine, praying the passage of 
a bankrupt law; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. CUTHBERT presented the memorial of a number of 
citizens of the Stateof New York, praying the passage of a 
general bankrupt law; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to 
which was referred the petition of Enoch Evans, reported a bill 
for his relief; which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Roads and Canals, to 
whom was referred the bill to authorize the purchase of stock 
for the United States, in the Louisville and Portland Canal Com. 
pany, reported it with an amendment, and also submitied a spe 
cial report on the subject; which was ordered to be printed, and 
one thousand additional copies were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STURGEON, trom the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, to which wae referred the petition of Eliza Causin, re- 
ported a bill for her relief; Which was read, and ordered to a se- 
coad reading. . 

Mr. 8. from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, report- 
ed a bil! for the relief of Captain William Williams; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Commitice on Claims, to which 
was referred the petition of Zachariah and Robert W. Williams, 
reported a bill for their relief; which was read, and ordered to 
a second reading, and the report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. H. also from the same committee, reported a bill for the 
relief of Clements, Bryanand Company; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. MOUTON. agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave 
to bring ‘in a bill confirming the claim of John Baptiste La- 
compte to a tract of land in Louisiana; which was read twice, 
ant! 1eferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

On motion by Mr. RUGGLES, it was ordered that the bill to 
provide for the better security of the lives of passengers on 
board of vessels propelled in whole, or in part, by steam, be 
made the special order of the day fer Monday the 23d inst. 

Mr. NORVELL submitted the following motion, which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of making provision to compensate 
such of the inhabitants of Michigan for losses of property taken 
or destroyed by the enemy in the late war with Great Britain as 
have not received such compensation; and that the memorial of 
the Legislative Council of the Territory 01 Michigan on the sub- 
ject, presented to the Senate on the 14th March, 1834, be taken 
from the files and re‘erred to said committee} 

Mr. WALL submitted the following motion for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary ofthe Navy be requested to ap- 
point a board consisting of navy an marine officers, to witness 
an exhibition of the improved boarding pistols and rifles invent- 
ed by Samuel Colt, and report the results in detail for the in- 
formation of Congress; together with th ir opinion of the advan- 
tages to be derived from the adoption of the same for the sei- 
vices of boarders and marines. 

CUMBERLAND ROAD. 

On motion of Mr. YOUNG the, Senate resumed the conside- 
ration of the bill for the continuation of the Cumberland road 
in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Ilinois. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama moved that its further consideration 
be postponed until Monday next; which was disagreed to—ayes 
12, nays 22, : s 

Mr. NORVELL proposed a new section to the bill, making 
appropriations for the further prosecution of the improvement 
of all the roads, rivers, and harbors, which have been heretofore 
commenced by the General Government. 

Mr. N. said that the proposed amendment embraced appro- 
Priations for works already begun, and that these appropria- 
tions were founded upon estimates communicated to Congress, 
in the early part of this session, by the War Department. 
He had omitied two items for light houses, because they 
properly belonged to another bill, which, it was probable, 
would, in a short time, be reported to the Senate by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, of which he had the honor to be a mem- 
ber. He was fully aware that the Treasury was in an ex- 
hausted condition; and he would, under these circumstances, 
however reluctantly, consent to defer at least some of those ap- 
propriations, if the Cumberland road bill were not. press- 
ed upon us. But if we had to borrow five millions of 
dollars, or to authorize the issue of that sum in Treasury 
notes, to enable usto goon with that expensive work, and to 
replenish the eachequer for other purpeses, he thought that it 
would be equally righs and seanae beara issue ten. mil- 
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lions, instead of five, to enable us to improve the harbors, rivers 
and roads in other States, for the completion of which he con. 
mdered the faith of the Government more evidently pledged 
than for that of the Cumberland road. The former works were 
commenced, and to be contunued out of the general fuads in the 
Treasury. The Cumberland road was to be made out of aspe- 
cial fund, which had been run out long since. He desired that 
the amendment might be printed, in order that the Senate 
should have an opportunity to exemine it, and to sce that it 
conformed to official estimates made by the topographical and 
military bureaus. He appealed to the Senators from Indiana 
and Iilinois to permit this course to be taken, and to allow the 
further consideration of the bill to be postponed until to- 
morrow. 

After some remarks from Mr. TAPPAN, Mr. YOUNG, and 
Mr. SMITH of Indiana, in opposition to the motion for post- 
ponement, 

Mr. NORVELL regretted that the Benator from Indiana (Mr 
Situ] would not concur in the motion to postpone for a single 
day, and to print the amendment. The delay could not mate- 
rially retard the progress oi the bill, and would afford the Be- 
nate an opr ortunity to give the whole subject a more mature 
consideration. He had not anticipated that the bill would come 
up at this moment, and was not prepared to present the briet 
views which he had intended to take of the bill and the amend 
ment. The Senator from Indiana had pledged himself to vote 
for the appropriations embraced in the amendment, if broug!.t 
up ina separate bill. But did not the Senator perceive, did he 
not know, that these appropriations, admitted by him to be so 
importantto Western interests, would fail, 1f detached from 
those proposed for the Cumberland road? It would be vain for 
us to indulgein the delusion, or to affect to believe, that the 
separation of the propositions, so naturally connected, could se 
cure the success of both: it might be fatal to that of either. 
The estimate for the Cumberland road ha! come to us in the 
game report, under the same head, in the same table, with the 
estimates for the other roads, rivers, and harbors, for the com 
pletion of which the amendment which he had submitted pro- 
posed to make appropriations. Why, then, should the Senate 
select a single object, detach it from the others of kindred na- 
ture, and make it the favored and favorite work for Government 
‘atronage? Was this just? was it equal? was it nulional’ 
fow could such a course as this be reconciled with that princi 
ple of compromise, of equal and exact juatice to all the States, 
upon which the Federal Constitution was based? If, as allegei! 
by the Senator from Illinois, (Mr. Youno,}] the Cumberland 
road appropriations had always been kept separate and distinct 
from others, of which he entertained great doubt, the practice 
had been improper and unjust, and should be arrested. How- 
ever, without wishing to embarrass the bill by unnecessary de 
lay, he moved to postpone the further consideration of the sub- 
ject until Thursday next, and to print the amendment. 

The question was then taken and decided in the affirmative 
ayes 2), noes 14. 

So the further consideration of the bill was postponed until 
Thursday vext, and the bill and amendment were ordered to 
be printed. 

Tre bill to provide for the payment of damages sustained by 
individuals by the wars with Indian tribes since 1830, was ta- 
ken up, and, after being debated by Messrs. CLAY of Alabama, 
HUBBARD, and GRUNDY, and several ameodments adopt- 
ed, it was ordered to be printed. 

The bill more effectually to secure public money in the hands 
of officers and agents of the Government, and to punish public 
defaulters, was taken up, and, afier several amendment were 
adopted, it was informally passed over, and the Senate pro 
ceeded tothe consideration of Executive business. 

After which, the * enate resumed the consideration of the bill 
granting a pension to Lemuel White; but before taking a ques 
tion thereon. 

Adjourned. 











HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
~ Tugspay, March 17, 1840. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST asked permission of the House to pre. 
sent certain resolutions of the Legislature of Rhode Is!and m 1e- 
lation to the public lands, which he had not been afforded an 
opportunity to present. He merely wished to refer them to the 
Committee of the Whole 

Mr. HUBBARD of Alabama objected; when 

Mr. TILLINGHAST moved a suspension of the 1ules, to en- 
able him to present the resolutione. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked the gentleman from Rhode Island so 
to modify his motion asto have the rules suspended for the re- 
pees of pétitions generally. 

r. TILLINGHAST modified his motion accord:nely. 

_Mr. J. W. JONES demanded the yeas and nays on the mo- 
tion to suspend the rules; which were ordered, and were— yeas 
91, nays 82. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. REED, from the Commitice on Naval Affaire, by per- 
mission, reported to the House 

A billto regulate the pay and emoluments of pursers in the 
navy; and 

A bill to regulate the navy rations; 
which were read twice, and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

The CHAIR announced that the business first in order was 
the resolution reported froin the Committee of Elections by 
Mr. Campse tt, their chairman, proposing to print al! the testi- 
mony connected with the New Jersey contested election; and 
the amendment of Mr. R. Gartanp of Louisiana, to print 
other testimony referred to that committee, subsequent to its 


report. 

Mr. JENIFER, who was stil! entitled (o the floor on the above 
question, spoke in continuation of his remarks on Saturda 
last, and commented on the course of the committee with meek 
severity. He was interrupted frequently by Mr. Canpsess, 
chairman, and Mr. Mepiti, a member of the Committee of 
Elections, who corrected him in many of his statemenis, and 
protested inst many of his conclusions, 

Mr. BROWN of Tennessee, another member of the eommit- 
tee, followed in reply to Mr. Jentrer, and examined the resolv- 
tions instructing the committee, and defined its duties under the 
same, showing that, when the facts upon which the report was 
based shall be jublished, they will be a perfect justificaion of 
its course; onl will satisfy the Houee and the world that their 
condnet has been in accordance with right, and with truth and 
justice. He-furthet maintained that, fron: the admirsion of the 
parties themselves before the committee, in their written state- 
‘mente on record, and now proposed to be printed the 
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committee were prepared to report ina short time after an 
examination of the same,and that it could have come to no 
other conclusion, whatever the delay, than that the Democratic 
claimants were entitled to hold seats under the resolution adopt- 
ed by the House, 

The morning hour expired before Mr. B. concluded his able 
defence of the commitiee. It will be published hereafter in 
full, 

On motion of Mr. J. W. JONES, 


The House went into Committee of the Whole on the state of 


the Union, Mr. Dawson in the chair, and took up 
THE TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

Mr. CUSHING, who was still entitled to the floor on this bill, 
resumed his remarks in a general review of the policy of the 
ast and present Administrations, which he argued had a 
tighung effect upon the commerce of the country. He ex- 
amined the question of currency in its most extensive 
range, showing how far the circulating medium ope- 
rated to increase and lessen the value of the products of 
labor, denying thatthe reduction of such value would be 
a preper policy, under existing circumstances, or, would be 
beneficlal to the nation, with reference to its intercourse with 
foreign nations. He went into a long argument to shew that 
specie was not the representative of value, orof property, but 
could be considered in no other light than as constituting a part 
of the property of the country, and was as much a merchanta- 
ble commodity as any other article, and fluctuated i value in 
proportion as thedemand wasto the supply. He beheved that 
a reduction of the curreney, anda consequent reduction in labor, 
and the product of labor, would dep: ive the laboring classes of 
the Inxuries imported from foreign countries, such as silks, 
coffee, teas, etc. on the ground that those articles would main- 
tain their present prices (hroughout the world, without regard 
to the circulating medium of this country—whether it be great 
or emall. 

Mr. C. was opposed to an enlargement of the powers of the 
General G »vernment, and that the only security for the interests 
of the States and the liberties of the people, was by the proper 
maintenance of the sovereignty of the States. Ile was in fa- 
vor of a change of the tenure of the office of President. He 
desired no advantage to the productive interests of the East, at 
the expense of the interests of the South and the West, but was 
in favor of euch legisia\ive acuon as would best protect every 
interest of the nation; and that he should always look to the 
true interests of the country, without regard to party. 

Mr. ©. dwelt at some length on the causes of the increase in 
the expenditures during the past and present Administrations, 
con ending that such increase was not chargeable to the Oppo- 
sition; and in proof of that fact said thatthe policy of the late 
Administration party was to exhaust the surplus revenues, by 
heavy ray Speen y to national objects; and that of the party 
with which he acted was to limit them, by proper restricuions, 
for the purpose of increasing the amount for distribution 
among the States. He said he did not complain of those large 
appropriations, for he had voted for the most of them himsel|, 
and believed them neceesary. They were also justified by the 
organ of the Administration in that House at the time. Mr. C. 
having concluded hisremarks, (which will be published here- 
after,) 

Mr. KING obtained the floor, and, on his motion, the com- 
mittee rose, reported progress, wud asked leave to sit again. 

On motion of Mr. MITCHELL, 

The House then adjourned. 


Hovss or RePResENTATIVES, 
17th March, 1840. 
GenTLEMEN: My attention has been called to your paper of 
the Sth inst. I perceive in a part of Mr. Bynum’s speech, 
upon the subject of Abolition, the following sentence, which 
does me gross injustice, no doubt unintenuional, as I am in- 
formed it is a misprint. The sentence is in the following words: 
"Sir lam ready to admit Iam, uulike the honorable member 
from Virginia, (Mr. Banxs,| who declared the other day that he 
did not believe that there were twenty Abolitionists on this floor, 
although it isa very different sentiment from whathas hereto- 
fore faijen from that wing of the party.’’ You will makethe cor. 
rection in both of your papers. I presume the member alluded 
to ie a colleague of mine, 
Yours, respectfully, 
LINN BANKS. 
Mesare Buaiz and Rives. 





IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, March 18, 1840. 

The CHAIR esubmitied a report ofthe Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, made in obedience to a resolution of the Senate, in rela- 
tion (o the imports and exports of gold and silver coin and bul- 
lion; which was ordered te be printed. 

Mr. SOUTHARD - presented the memorial of Bliss and 
Creighton, chronometer manufacturers, of the city of New 
York, praying the adoption of measures for the encouragement 
of the manulacture of chronometers in the United States; 
which was referred te the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the memorial of the Legislative 
Assembly of the Territory of Wisconsin, praying a donation of 
public land, to be applied to the establishment of manual labor 
echools in that Territory; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Pub'ic Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. H. also presented the memorial of the Legislative Assem- 
bly of the Territory of Wisconsin, praying a donation of public 
land for the improvement of the navigation of the Neena, Wis- 
consin, Rock, Peekatonic, Platte, and Four Lake Rivers; and 
also an appropriation for removing the bar at the mouth of 
Grand river, in that Territory; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SOUTHARD submitied the fo!lowing motion for consi- 
deration; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to fur- 
nish to the Senate copies of such parts of the correspondence 
of the Department in relation to the construction oi steam ships 
of war ashe may regard as proper for publication, and useful 
for public information. 

Mr SOUTHARD also submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to in- 
form the Senate, 1, What are the rank and commission which 
Lieutenant Charlies Wilkes, jr. and LieutenantWilliam L. Hud- 
son, now hold in the naval service of the United States; 2, Whe- 
ther the said officers, or either of them, received from the De- 
partment or otherwise, before they left the United States, any 
other commission or authority as naval officersor in any other, 
and in what respect or character, than as lieutenants in the na- 
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vy; 3, Whether the Department has information that either, or 
both, of said officers have, since their departure from the United 
States, assumed and used any other, and what, uniform or flag 
above that of lieutenant, or lieutenant commanding, and if they 
have, by what right or authority the same has been done. 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Roads and Canals, to 
which was referred the bill granting to the Mississippi andjRock 
River Canal Company a portion of the public lands for the pur- 
poses therein mentioned, reported it without amendment. 

The bill for the relief of Captain Snodgrass’s company of 
mounted volunteers was read a third time, and passed. 

The bill for the relief of Lemuel White, was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

After the consideration of Executive business, 

The Senate adjourned, 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WeEpbNESDAY, March 18, 1840. 

Mr. PETER D. VROOM, as from the State of 
New Jersey, appeared, qualified, and took his seat. 

On motion of Mr. Mr. TILLINGHAST, the resolution adopt- 
ed by the Legislature of Rhode Island, in relation to the public 
lands, was taken from the SpeaKker’s table and referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 

Vhe CHAIR announced that the business first in order was 
the resolution reported from the Committee of Elections b 
Mr. CamMpegLL, their chairman, proposing to print all the testi- 
mony Connected with the New Jersey contested election; and 
the amendment of Mr. R. Gartanp of Louisiana, to print 
other testimony referred to that committee, subsequent to its 
report. 

Mtr. BROWN of Tennessee, a member of the Committee of 
tlections, being entitled to the floor on this question, spoke in 
continuation of his remarks on yesterday, and in reply to the 
gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. Jenirer.} He concluded, from 
the remarks of that gentleman, that it was his purpose to create 
the impression before the country that the committee had trans- 
cended irs duties under the standing rules of the House. Mr. 
B. read the resolution referring the subject to the committee, by 
which he showed that the committee had, to the letter, complied 
with the requirements of the House, and had not transcended to 
the least degree its powers. Mr. B. in reply to Mr. JENIFER's 
charge, that the committee had not considered the credentials of 
the Governor, said, and showed by the reading of the journal, 
that they were considered; that the certificates were twice read 
and fully investigated, and the parties fully heard on the mat- 
ter; yet the gentleman has, by his remarks, sent the impression 
abroad that the committee had reported without such investiga- 
tion. The gentleman from Maryland had, said Mr. .B. fur- 
ther charged that the committee had not considered the 
testiin my before making the report as to what set of 
claimants had a majority of the lawful votes; in proof that the 
charge was without toundatian, he read from the journal of the 
committee, showing that the testimony was taken up and con- 
sidered, on the resolution offered by Mr. Borrs of Virginia, as 
follows: 

Resolved, That we will now take up the testimony which 
has been referredto the committee in the case of the New Jer- 
sey question. 

Mr. B. then read from pages 74, 75, 76, 78, 79, 81, 83, 84, 85, 
86, 87, 88, and 89, of the same journal, portions of the record, 
showing the fact that under this resoluuon the testimony was 
taken up, and read, and discussed, and that the partes were 
heard on the same. He read from the journal, en page 89, the 
entry, “and no further evidence being before the committee,’ 
on a resolution introduced by Mr. Borrs, the committee pro- 
ceeded to other business, &c. 

The gentleman from Maryland, said Mr. B. made the charge 
that the committee had givena solemn pledge ‘othe parties who 
had been sent home to take testimony, that it would not makea 
report unul their return, and that it had violated that pledge b 
making areportin their absence. Mr. B. read from the 1271 
page ot the journal of the committee the resolution, showing, 
conclusively, that the partres had been notified that the com- 
mittee reserved to itself the rig'it to make a preliminary report 
at any time it thought proper to do so. He showed, also, that 
the parties were present after the resolution had been intro- 
duced into the House requiring the committee to make a preli 
minary report. 

Mr. B. was going into an examination of the other charges of 
Mr. Jenirer, and intoa history of the proceedings of the com- 
mittee, when he was interrupted by 

Mr. J. W. JONES, who said thatthe morning hour had ex- 
pired, and called for the orders of the day. 

Before passing to which, however, 

The SPEAKER land before the House acommunication from 
the War Department, enclosing a report from the Chief En- 
gineer, in compliance with resolution of 25th February, 1839, 
showing what injury was done the property of Joseph H. 
Walters, in consequence of the improvements on Cape Fear 
river, ‘We tear era es which was read, and appropriately re- 

ferred. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of War, in compliance 
with a resolution of the House, showing the probable amount 
of claimsagainst the United States, growing out of the Florida 
war; which was, 

On motion of Mr. L. WILLIAMS, referred te the Committee 
of Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Treasury Department, in 
compliance with a resolution of the 28th January, 1839, en- 
closing a statement of the amount of compensation, whether 


as fees or otherwise, which has been received by each district . 


attorney, district clerk, and marshal, of the United States, dur- 
ing the year 1839; which was appropriately referred. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHING,the House then resolved itself 
into a Committee of the Whole’on the state of the Union (Mr, 
Dawson in Chair.) and took up 

THE TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

Mr. KING said it was known to every citizen of the United 
States that Treasury notes had now become a part of the curren- 
cy of the country. He said the power to issue bills of credit 
was not given by the Constitution, but was actually withheld by 
the convention which formed the Constitution. Mr. K. said that, 
instead of relieving the country, Treasury notes embarrassed it. 
Whenever a bank or capitalist clooses to invest capital in these 
notes, the operation withdraws so much currency from circula- 
lation, and banks are obliged to refuse their customers 80 as to 
accommodate this great beggarly creditor—the Government. 
Instead of this being a measure of relief. it was turning the 
screw once more around. Mr. K. read from President Jack- 
son’s message portions of it to prove that a deep laid policy of a 















Government bank originated with the “Hero of Orleans.” and 
also read extracts from President Van Buren’s late annual mes. 
sage to prove that he also was in favor of a great bank founded 
upon the revenues of the Government. He enounced the Sub 
Treasury and Treasury note bill as a part of the scheme to 
bring about such an establishment. He contended that the e 4 
not Sad of the first named bill would be found to be imprac;, 
icable. 

Mr. K. concluded by condemning the effect which he be. 
lieved would result from the establishment of the Independent 
Treasury, and its tendency to reduce the price of the lands of 
the Westand allthe productions of the country; and said ihe 
people had been cheated, deluded, and deceived, in respectto 
the cry of ajseparation of Bankand State. 

Mr. K. then offered as asubstitute forthe Treasury Nota 
bill, a bill authorizing a loan of five millions of dollars a; a 
rate of interest. 

Mr. BOND followed in opposition to the issue of Treagy 
notes, and in a general attack on the policy of the past and 
present Administrations; but before concluding his remarkg - 
gave “On to ; , 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, on whose motion the committee roge 
reported progress, and asked leave to eit again. R 

r. UNDERWOOD then moved that the House adjourn: 
on which . 

Mr. LEWIS demanded the yeas and nays; which were or. 
dered, and were—yeas 38, nays_56; no quorum Voting. 

Several motions were then made for calls of the House and 
for adjournment, ou which the yeas and nays having been or. 
dered, were withdrawn, when, 

Mr. PROFFIT moved thatthe House adjourn, and demanded 
the yeas and nays on the motion; which not being ordered, 
The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, March 19, 1840. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the memorial of a number of 
citizens of Oswego, in the State of New York, praying the 
passage of a bankruptlaw; which was referred to the Commit. 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. T. gave notice that, on sume future day, he would ask 
leave to bring in a bill establishing a general bankrupt law 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of anumber of citi- 
zens of Brooklyn, N Y. praying the passage of a bankrupt 
law; which was referred to the Commitiee on the Judiciary, 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented the petition of inhabitants 
of the counties of Jefferson and Belmunt, Ohio, praying an in. 
crease of the duties on foreign silks; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to 
which was referred the claim of James H. Clark, reporied a 
bill ae his relief; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. TAPPAN also, from thesame committee, reported a bill 

ranting a pension to Jacob Greave:; which was read, and or- 
Sool to a second reading. 

On motion by Mr. SMITH of Indiana, the bill to arrange the 
circuits of the Federal courts, was taken up, and Mr. 8. sub- 
mane s substitute for the bill; which was ordered to be 

Tinted. 

‘i Mr. CLAY of Alabama, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obrained leave to introduce a bill to provide compensation for 
injuries to property committed ” marauding Indians; which 
‘was read twice, and referred to the Committee on Indian Af. 


fairs. 

Mr. MOUTON, from the Committee on Privats Land Claims, 
to which was referred the bill confirming the claim of John 
Baptiste Lecompte to a tract of land in Louisiana, reporied the 
same without amendment. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to 
which was referred the petition of John Nantz, made an ad- 
verse reportthereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to 
introduce a bill for the relief of Reuben E. Gentry, William 
Monroe, and others; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. : 

Mr. L. submitted the following resolution; which was 


agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Claims be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of confirming to 
William Triplett his claim to a certain tract of land in the St. 
Louis land district in the State of Missouri. 

Mr. LUMPKIN submitted the following motion: 

Resolved, That during the remainder of the present eession 
of Congress, the daily meetings ef the Senate shall commence 
at 11 o’clock, a. m. until otherwise ordered. ; 

Mr. NORVELL submitted the following motion; which was 
considered and agreed to. ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be instruct. 
ed to inquire into the expediency of re-establishing a military 
post at Detroit, and of erecting barracks and constructing jort- 
fications for the protection of the same; for improving the forts 
at Gratiot, Mackinac, the Sault St. Marie, and Green Bay. 

ja resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. SovrnaxD was 
agreed to. 

The bill for the relief of Lemuel White was reada third 
time, and passed. ‘ 

The bill to provide for the payment of damages sustained by 
individuals in the wars with the Indian tribes since 1630, was 
ordered to be engrossed for athird reading. 

The Senate then went into Executive session, and afterwards 

Adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, March 19, 1840. : ’ 

Mr. PARMENTER laid before the House other testimony 
relation to the contested election of Massachusetts: which was 
referred to the Committee of Elections. : 

The CHAIR announced that the business first in order w#* 
the resolution reported from the Committee of Elections by 
Mr. Campegtt, their chairman, proposing to print all the “4 
mony convected with the New Jersey contested election; @ 
the amendment of Mr R. Garztanp of Louisiana, to prist 
other testimony referred to that committee, subsequent (0 Ne 


report. , 

r. BROWN of Tennesece, a member of the committee, 
ing still entitled to the floor on the above gm spoke se 
continuation of his remarks of yesterday. burden of | . 
remarks of the gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. Jexirss,) " 
seemed to him, was, that this mysterious package, this ne 
eVidence, was not read before the comuzittee, That evudence, 
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ument, said Mr. B. never was Cee ere edhddarna deuatane to || cannes often cade ta waane wan Ga aN TTT the committee, pre- 
so the adoption of their report. It was sealed up and 
ps uid not be inspected by the committee, without committing an 
a great impropriety. This mysterious package was brought 
pe committee by a gentleman from Conn. {Mr. Smirn,] 
vd a proposition was made that it sheuld be opened by the 
“rman. The Chair said the package having been addressed 
— speaker of the House, and it not having been referred to 
he committee by the House, he had no authority to break the 
a). The committee, save two, (Whigs,) coincided with the 
“airman that he had no right to open the package. It was 
, om cent to the House and referred to the committee after the 
oort was made, which repert was only adopted by the com- 
mittee and submitted to the House, after a full investigation of 
the testimony before it. These gentlemen who complain 
‘nat this testimony Was not examined, never intimated till now 
nat it comprised evidence of illegal votes, but was understood 
, be evidence merely going to show that the polls of South 
amboy were irregularly heid. This cry that there was evi- 
jence of illegal voles was an after-thought. 
Mr. B. further said, that when the gentleman from Con- 
cicut.(Mr. Saute] brought forward in committee a resolution, 
hatthe sealed package should be sent to the SPEAKER to be 
ypened by him, and be referred to the committee, only two be- 
nging to the Opposition voted for the adoption of the resolu- 
yo. ’Mr. B. said that this testimony was a part of that 
now being taken to settle the ultimate right of members to 
seus under a resolution adopted by the committee, and was 
not the evidence on which to decide the prima facie right as 
owho ought to be the sitting members. Mr. B. maintained 
shat the Chair would have been hable to pains and penalties 
i he had opened that sealed package. He then adverted tothe 
ir pest facto law which had been passed by the Legislature 
New Jersey to meet this particularcase. Thatlaw makes it 
the duty of the commissioner to take testimony, to seal it 
up, and to deliver it in person, or to"transmit it, to the Speaker. 
Instead of this package taking the course indicated by the law 
of New Jersey, it was found on the desk of the chairman of 
the committee, without having been firet sent to the Speaker, 
or without his knowledge that it was inthe city. It was, under 
such circumstances, einphatically denominated a suspicious 
package. It seems that.it came to this city enclosed in an en- 
velof e adiressed toa private individual, in violation of the 
w above alluded to. The only thing certain or known about 
(was that it appeared on the table of the chairman of the 
committee, The opinien of the chairman and the committee 
wisa correct opinion, that it would have been highly unjust 
ad improper to break the seal and act on the testimony, with- 
out the knowledge of the House thatit was before the committee, 
particularly when the evidence was taken to decide another right, 
= tthe right which the committee was then called upon to 
port. He said the committee had toiled by night and by day in 
I" nvestign ing the evidence en which its report was based, and 
before it was made. The majority of the committee, after that 
vestigation, were utterly astonished that any doubt had ex- 
isted that the Democratic claimants were elected and entitled to 
the seats. The “foul deed’? of depriving the State of New 
Jersey of her due representation, of which that House had 
eard so much, was Committed by the Governor of New Jer- 
wy. That officer knew that the gentlemen he commissioned 
al not received a majority of the votes, and that they were 
notelected. The proceedings of that Governor and his Privy 
Council, a record of which was before the committee, and the 
correctness of which no living man had dared to call into question, 
showed that fact. Thelaw of New Jersey required the Go- 
rernor to send forthe absent returns before he issued his certifi- 
cate, yet the Governor failed to do, in this respect, as the law 
aid his oath required him todo. He knew that by giving cer- 
icates he could make members for a little time, to carry out 
lis purposes; but the record to which he before adverted prov- 
eibeyond cavil that the Governor and Privy Council had no 
subt that they would not be permitted to hold their seats per- 
manently in virtue of those certificates. The committee, there- 
re, by is action, of which certam gentlemen so loudly com- 
| ined, had done nothing more than realize the prophecy of 
ihe Governor, by placing the Democratic claimants in the va- 
cant seats, Their right to seats could have been decided by a good 
uitimetician in one heur after the testimony had been sub- 
mited tohim, and investigated by him; but the committee had 
been four weeks ascertaining the fact, and yet gentlemen of 
te Opposition complained that it had acted with precipitancy. 
Bit the chief complaint of the gentleman from New York 
Mr. Fittatore} and others acting with him, in relation to the 
report of the committee, was, not that the facts in the body of 
‘ie report were untrue, but that the title page was wrong, be- 
cause it contained the word lawful. He was confident that 
ne people would look beyond the title page of that report—they 
wuld go into the body of it to ascertain the truth, and the ob- 
retonofthe gentlemen to the report, on this ground, would 
avail them but little. 
he committee, in making the report as to which of the claim- 
tishad the greatest number of lawful votes, tovk as the basis 
*' eit proceeding the resolution adopted in the earliest staze 
: ‘their proceeding, “that all the votes received by authorized 
ofivers, acting in conformity with law, were prima facie \e- 
nl until the contrary should be shown. Now here was 2 re- 
oa adopted unanimously b’ the committee, as a basis for 
en action, and which the committee scrupulously fol- 
‘eo - their report; and yet gentlemen now pretend to say 
lemen € committee acted without authority. Surely gen- 
ioe for m making use of this afterthought, must 
vlspted = this resolution, which they themselves had 
ache ead e report of the committee, therefore. was but an 
wien, ¢ embodyment of the principle contained in that reso- 
a ene B. went into a detailed examination of the proceed- 
verter as committer, toshow the impediments thrown in their 
ponte | e gentlemen who now complained that they had re- 
Without proper consideration; but before he concluded 


a (which will be published in full hereafter,) he was 
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Mr. J. W. JONES, who said the morning ho i 
udcalled for the cedeve stthe-daer g hourhad expired, 
te ie SPEAKER embraced that opportunity, and laid before 

De House the f lowing communications: 
. A letter from the Postmaster General, in compliance with 
he resolution ofthe House of Representatives of the 9th inst. 
wdtothe Oe tothe removal of the city post office; which was refer- 

9 ane Co mmittee on the Public Buildings. 

acl rvetter from the Secretary of War, transmitting the ‘re- 
es ¢ Third Anditor, in reply to the resolution of the 
of Represeutatives of the 9h inst. in relation to the set. 
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tlement of the claim for horses lost during the late hostilities 
with the Creek and Seminole Indiansin Alabama and Florida, 

by the Alabama volunteers: referred to the Commitee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

3. Also, a letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting a re- 
port of the Commissioner of Indiau Affairs, in answer to a re- 
solution of the House of Representatives of the 24th ultimo, 
Cilling upon the War Department to communicate such infor- 
mation as it may be possessed of, relative to the causes requir- 
ing troops to guard the payments@® annuities to Indians on the 
Des Moines river: i1ee:red to th®@Committee on Indian Affairs. 

4. The memorial of Lemuel Wheelock and others, legal vo- 
ters in the Sixth Congressional District, against the right of Os. 
myn Baker to a seat in the House of Representatives: referred 
to a Committee of Elections. 

A letter from the Postmaster General, transmitting a re- 
portof allowances made to contractors within the year end- 
log the Ist July, 1839, &c.: laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

6. Letter from the Secretary ofthe Treasury, in obedience to 
a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 9th instant, 
trausmitting s'atements of moneys invested in the stocks of 
the several States: laid onthe table, and ordered to be printed. 

7. Letter from the Secretary of the Navy, in compliance with 
the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 9th instant, 
transmitting copies of the correspondence on file in the Navy 
Department between Admiral Baudin, of the French navy, and 
Commodore W. B. Shubrick, of the United States navy, at Pen- 
sacola, during the month of June last: laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

8. Depositions in relation to the New Jersey election. 

ve motion of Mr. RICE GARLAND, ordered to lie on the 
table 

Mr. CHINN gave notice that he would, at a proper time, in- 
troduce a bill to abolish the land district in Louisiana, known as 
the Greensburg and Southeastern district, and to establish a 
new one, to be designated as the district, and for other 
purposes. 

On motion, the House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Dawson in the chair,) 


and took up 
THE TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

Mr. BOND, who was entitled to the floor, spoke in continu- 
ation of his remarks of yesterday. 
the past and present Administrations, and denounc 
rious to the best interests of the country. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL followed in reply to Messrs. Cvsnine, 
Bonp, and Kine, and in support of the bill, and in an able 
vindication of the past and present Administrations from the 
charges of those gentlemen. He showed thatthe issne of the 
Treasury notes was constitutional, contending that that right 
was invoived in the right of the Government to borrow money, 
which nore of these gentlemen denied it had the power to do. 
Ife showed from official documents, in reply to the argument 
of Mr. Cusnine, that the ex; enditures’ of the Govern 
ment during the past and present Administrations had not 
increased in a greater ratio than the increase in the popula- 
tion ‘and resourcesof the country. He also showed that one 
great cause ofthe increase of the civil list was the extravagant 
increase of the contingent expenses of the Heuse, growing out 
of the system put on foot by the @pposition, of printing panic 
and electioneering documents. His remarks will be published 
hereafter in full. 

Mr. TRUMBULL next obtained the floor, oa whose motion 
the committee rose, reported progress, and asked leave to sit 
again. 

On motion of Mr. ANDREWS, 

The House then adjourned. 





it as inju- 





IN SENATE, 
Fripay, March 20, 1810 

The CHAIR submitted a communication from the Secretary 
of War, in compliance with a resolution of the Senate in rela- 
tion to the payment of the debts and the removal of the Win- 
nebago Indians; which was ordered to be printed, and referred 
to the Commitee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the petition of Prudence C. Loring 
for a pension; which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Also, a memorial of citizens of Western Michigan, praying 
an amendment to the pre-emption laws; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Also, a memoria! praying the passage of a general bankrupt 
law; which was referred tc the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, several memorials on the subject of the abolition of sla- 
very; the motion to receive which was laid on the table. 

Mr. PRESTON presented the memorial of the heirs of 
General Everard Meade; which was referred to the Committee 
en Revolutionary Ciaims. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a communication from the banks 
of the District of Columbia, presenting an exhibit of their situ- 
ation and resources; which was ordered to lie on the table, and 
be printed. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial, praying the establish- 
ment of a post routein Monroe county, Mo.; which was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. B. also presented a document in relation to Spanish claims 
in — which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printe 

Also, a memorial from inhabitants of Missouri, praying for an 
alteration of the pre-emption laws; which was laid on the table, 

and ordered ‘o be printed. 

Mr. ROANE presented the memorial of William Brent, jrs 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. - 

Mr. GRUNDY presented a memorial from members of the 
bar in East Tennessee, praying for an additional term in each 
year of the District Court in Tennessee; which was referred to 
the Cemmittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WALL presented a memorial from citizens of the United 
States, praying for an increase of duty on imported silks; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BENTON presented a document containing a summary 
of the proceedings of the British Mint for the last twenty-on 
years; which was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. YOUNG presented two petitions for post routes—one 
fron Davenport, Lowa, to Peru, Ill. and another from Spring. 
fied to Dubuque; which were referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. KING presented additional testimony in relation to the 
claim of Jubal B. Hancock; which was referred to the Comante-” 
tee on Indian Affairs. 
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Mr. PORTER presented a memorial, praying an appropria- 
Hon for the improvement of the harbor of Port Sheldon; which 

was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Commities en Claims, to which 

was referred the petiuor of A. C. Hollinger, made an adverse 
reportthereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LINN, trom the Committee on Private Land en re- 
ported a bill to confirm the tide of the heirsof Joeph Thom. 
son to a ratct of land in the State of Missouri; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. LINN submited the following resolution; which was 
considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of providing, by law, for pro- 
perty desivoyved or slandinnea by predatory bands of Indians, be- 
longing to Mesers. Myers, Reid, Gross, and Allen, of Missouri. 

Mr. WEBSTER submitted the following resolution for con- 
sideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury inform the 
Senate what proportion of Treasury notes, issued under the au- 
thority of the act of October 12, 1837, and subsequent acts, has 
been paid to public creditors of the U nited States in discharge 
of their claims, and what proportion has been used for the pur- 
pose of raising money from banks er individuals; together with 
a statement of the rates of interest borne by the notes of the 
several issues respectively. And that he also inform the Senate 
whether the Treasury notes bearing interest have been dep 
sited in banks for the purpose of rasing a credit, and to be 
drawn against by the Treasury Department; and if any sach 
depesites have been mate, to state the dates and amounts there- 
of, and the dates and sums of the dratts made thereon. 

‘Mr. NORVELL submitted the following resolution, which 
was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
municate to the Senate such information as may be in posess. 
sion of the Department on the subject of the application of a 
mineral solution to the preservation of umber, called “Kyan- 
ising,” in the report of the bureau of the Topographical Engi- 
neers, wilh the effect, mode of application, and cost of timber so 
prepared, particularly in reference to the construction of piers, 
jettees, and other similar works, as well as for naval etruc- 
ture. 

The resolution submitted yesterday, by Mr. Lumpxim, pro- 
posing to substitute 11 for 12 as the hour of meeting of the Se- 
nate, being taken up, after some remarks from Messrs. LUMP- 
KIN, HUBBARD, and KING, it was laid on the table for the 
present. 

The bill to provide for the payment of damages sustained by 
individuals in the wars with the Indian tribes since 1830, com- 
ing up on its third reading 

‘Mr. LUMPKIN moved to recommit the bill back to the 
Committee on Claims, with instructious to strike out that clause 
which require: the Third Auditor to report the Claims to Con- 
gress, befure they were settled, 

The recommitment was further advocated by Messrs. LUMP. 
KIN and CLAY of Alabama, and opposed by Mr. WRIGHT; 
and, the question being taken, it was decided in the negative— 

ayes 9, noes 19. 

The bill was then read a third time, and passed. 

The Senate then went into Executive session, and afterwarda 

Adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPESENTATIVES, 
Fripay March 20, 1540. 

The journal having been read, 

Mr. RIVES said he did not find, from the reading of the re 
cord, any notice of the motion he made to refer to the Committee 
of Elections the additional evidence laid before the House on 
yesterday by the Spgaxer. in relation to the New Jersey con- 
ested election. The gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. R. Gar. 
LAND] moved to lay it on the table; and he (Mr. R.j made the 
motion to refer it to the Committee of Elections. 

Mr. R. then made a motion that it be amended in that parti- 
cular; which was agreed to. 

The CHAIR announced that the business first in order was 
the resolution reported from the Committee of Elections by 
Mr. CaMpPBELL, their chairman, proposing to print all the test- 
mony connected with the New Jersey contested election; and 
the amendment of Mr. R. GarLanp of Louisiana to discharge 
the Commitiee of Elections from the further coneideration of 
the papers in relatien to the New Jersey question. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, chairman ofthe Committee of Elections, 
said he had been instructed by that committee to move a resolu- 
tion, asa modification of the one now before the House, so as 
to have the report made on the 15th instant included in the pro- 
position to print. 

Messrs. TRIPLETT and STANLY objected. 

Mr. CAMPBELL eaid it wasa matter of very little conse- 
quence. The motion was made to save the time of the House; 
but as it was objectedto he would not press it. 

Mr. BROWN of Tennessee con:inued his argument from the 
Point at which he lett off yesterday, and took up, and success- 
fully refuted, the objections made by the Opposition members 
of the eommittee to the instructions of the House, under which 
they had acted. The great objection was, not against the right 
of the House to give such instructions, or the competency of the 
committee to make sucha report, but that the chairman of the 
Military Consmittee (Mr. Jouxson of Tennessee} had moved 
the instructions, and thus interfered with the affairs of the Com- 
mittee of Elections. The gentleman from Connecticut took 
great alarm at the word “forthwith; and every body recol- 
lected the eloquent appeal of the gentleman tothe House, te save 
the commitiee from the intrusions of this man of war. They 
might almost apprehend, from the gentleman’s alarming foe- 
bodings, that this warlike individual would rush into the com- 
mittee room, pull down their chairs and tables, and turn the 
committee neck and heels out of doors. The gentieman in por- 
traying the daring usurpations which had been attempted by 
the chairman of the Miluary Committee, threw back their at- 
tention toa scene in the French Chamber of Deputies, when 
Napolean eutered at the head of his grenadiers, and turned the 
deputies outof doors. But when he turned aside from the 
contemplation of the gentleman’s gloomy picture, and looked 
atthe calm and placid countenance of his friend frown Ten- 
nessee, he forgot Se scene in the French Chamber of Deputies, 
and thought how little likely it was that any outrage on the 
rights of the House, or the committee, could be committed 
throngh his agency. Indeed he wus forcibly reminded of the 
truth of the maxim, that there is but one step from the sublime 
to the ridiculous. After answesing the other vbjections made to 
the instructions of tbe House, Mr. B. took up the complaints 
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nake open the House : ¢ 
report. The majority of the House had been charged with hav- 
ing acted with indecent hurry, with madness and blindness; 
and he would appeal! to the sober second thoughts of the mi- 
nority of the committee who made this charge, whether the 
facts of the case would justify them inthe use of such uncour- 
teous language. Did not the records show that the House was 
in possession of all the evidence material to the case decided 
oot Was not that decision made after a long and protracted de- 
bate, when every gentleman who desired it, had been heard on 
the subject? And again, it had unjustly and falsely been al- 
leged chat the majority of the House had brought in these five 
New Jersey membere to enable them to carry out some favorite 
measure of the Admiuistration. Did the gentleman allude to 
the Sub-Treasury bill, to the resolution against the as- 
sumption of the State debts, or to any other of these 
great measures on which it was well known that 
there was a large majority of the House committed before 
these members came in But see the inconsistency of 
this part of the gentleman’a argument. The House, by a large 
majority, at least thirty, voted in these five members; they had 
a majority sufficiently large to commit what the gentleman 
considers such a grogs outrage, and with such indecent hurry, 
and yet with this large majority, they wanted these five addi- 
uional members to enable them to carry out their favorite mea- 
sures. The inconsistency and absurdity of this argument car- 
ried with it its own refutation. 

Mr. 8. next anewered the complaint made, that the House 
would not give the minority the liberty of submitting their re- 


port, and showed that, on the day it was offered, the genveman 
from Virginia[{Mr. Borrs] moved to suspend the rules to re- 
ceive it, when the House was engaged on the majority report, 
andthe motion failed because it was known, and it was so de- 


cided by the Breaker, that, if it prevailed, it would supersede 
the action of the House on the majority report. But, at the 
firet moment after the majority report was decided on, the gen- 
Ueman from Virginia again offered his report, when 1 was re- 


ceived by general consent, and the question of reception was 
supposed to be decided, when the gentleman from Louisiana 
1Mr. GARLAND] objected to its being received in this way, and 
demanded the yeas and nays. The report of the minority, 


therefore, was kept back by the minority, as the records would 
ehow, and it would here be recollected that the gentleman from 
Massachusettes (Mr. CaLnoun] objected to the reception, and 
said that he wished it to go forth as a suppressed report. 

It appeared, then, that the minority wanted their report to be 
received ata time that 1 would set aside the report of the majo- 
rity; and, because they eould not get that,they raised the cry that 

t Was suppressed. The gentleman, he said, had appealed from 
the decision of this House to the people. It was before that tri- 
bunal that he and his friends desiredto meet them. We, said 
he have been the advocates of the rightofthe people to choose 
their own Representatives—the gentlemen in the minority have 
been the advocates ef the right of the Governor of New Jersey 
and his broad seal to eet aside the will of the people. Letall the 
facts fairly and truly go before the people, and he did not fear 
t 16 result 

Aflec answering the arguments of the gentlemen in the Op- 
position in full Mr. B. concluded, when 

Mr. WATTERSON moved the previous question; but the 
House refused to second it—ayes 58, noes 77. 

Mr. BOTTS then obtained the floor, and desired to know if 
any gentleman of the majority of the committee wished to ad- 
dress the House on the subject. If so, he would give way, as he 
preferred following in reply. The gentleman from Virginia, 
{Mr. Rives} introduced the subject, and ‘here were three other 
members of the majority of the committee yet to speak on it. 
As he then was the only member of the minvrity that intended 
to address the House on this subject, he thought it but fair that 
he should have the benefit of making the last speech. 

Mr. RIVES of Virginia begged leave to correct the gentle- 
man. He did aot introduce the subject, and had only spoken in 
explanation to correct the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Je- 
NIFER } 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana said that he had submitted the 
amendment on which the debate was proceeding, and he thought 
on if any one had the right to make the concluding speech he 
h 

Mr. CAMPBELL observed that the majority of the commit- 
tee were willing to rest the case, on their part, upon the argu- 
ment of the genveman from Tennessee, {Mr. Brown.] But if 
the gentleman from Virginia, o1 any other gentleman, addressed 
the House, with any arguments necessary to be answered, the 
members of the committee of course reserved to themselves 
the right of replying. 

Mr. FISHER observed that he was one of those who desired 
to address the House on this subject, and that he had endeavored 
to obtain the floor at the time that his friend from Tennessee 
did. But, said he, if we look at the nature of the debate, it 
will be perceived that it is not necessary for any member of the 
committee to continue it» What was the debate. It was 
an allack upon the committee, impugning their motives and 
con luct. They had been arraigned here and out of the Heuse. 
All that we have to do is to reply to the charges that have been 
made against us. This had been done, and successfully done. 
We have, said he, successfully defended ourselves, and trium- 
phantly refuted the charges that have been made against us, 
I am, therefore, willing to rest the case with the able and un- 
answereble speech of the gentleman from Tennessee, {Mr. 
Brown.}| We do wish to make any charges, and do not feel 
under the necessity ef making any other speeches unless 
new matter is indroduced, and new charges made. In that case 
we reserve the right te reply to them. 

Mr. BOTTS then proceeded in another attack on the majority 
of the committee, going over the same ground which had been 
previously occupied by those who had preceded him on the 
same side of the question. He had not concluded when the 
the morning hour expired; at which time, 

Nr. J. W. JONES said it must be obvious to the House that 
speedy action was hecessary on the Treasury nete bill. He, 
therefore, moved that the rules be suspended to enable him to 
submit a motion to go into committee on that bill; and on that 
mothon he demanded the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered. F 

Mr. RUSSELL hoped, inasmuch as this day was set apart 
for the consideration of private bills, that the rules would not 

he suepended. 
The quesiion was then taken, and the rules were not suspend- 
ed—yeas 103, nays 72. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a communication from 


‘he War Department, in compliance with a resolution of the 
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for having confirmed the House of the 9h instant, explanatory of his plan in detail for 


the organization of the militia of the United States. 

Mr. WISE said he would liketo have an additional number 
of this document, and moved to print 5,000 — extra; but at 
the suggestion of Mr. STANLY, he withdrew the motion. 

Mr. HUBBARD renewed the motion, and 

Mr. STANLY objected. 

Mr. HUBBARD withdrew the motion. , 

The question was then taken, and the usual quantity was 
ordered to be printed. 

Several Senate bills onthe Srearer’s table were then taken 
up - their reference, read twice, and appropriately com- 
mitted. 

On motion, the House tken went into Committee of the 
Whole, Mr. Davee in the chair, and considered various bills on 
the private calendar. ; 

The committee resumed the consideration of the bill for the 
relief of Thomas Fillebrown; and, the motion to strike eut the 
enacting Clause having been withdrawn, it was laid aside, to be 
reported to the House. J 

The bill for the relief of Sylvester Phelps and the heirs of 
Charles Landon, coming up in Is order, 

Mr. PETRIKIN opposed the bill in a few remarks, and moved 
to strike out the enacting clause. lhe ‘ 

Messrs. GIDDINGS and LEET replied in favor of the bill, 
and in explanation of its principles; when . 

The question was taken on striking out the enacting clause. 
and decided m the negative, and it was erdered that the bill 
should be laid aside and reported to the House. 

The billto amend an act, entitled*An act to remit duties 
upon certain goods destroyed by fire at the late conflagration in 
the city of New York, in December, 1835,” passed July 7, 1838, 
was taken up in its order. 

After some rev arks by Messrs. PETRIKIN, RHETT, and 
HOLLEMAN, in opposition to the principle involved in the 
bill, Mr. RITETT moved to strike out its enacting clause, when 

Messrs CURTIS, HOFFMAN, THOMPSON otf South Caro- 
lina, GRINNELL, MONROE, HABERSHEM, DAWSON, 
UNDERWOOD, and PARMENTER, followed in reply, and 
in fivor of the bill. , : 

The question was then taken on the motion to strike out the 
enacting clause, and it was disagreed to—ayes 58, noes 67. 

Mesers. DAWSON and PARMENTER proposed amend- 
ments to the bill, which were disagreed to. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved an amendment extending the princi- 
ple of relief to all the merchants in other cities who had their 
goods destroyed by fire, and upon which duties had been paid to 
the Government; but the amendment having been disa- 

reed to. 

The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the House. 

On motion of Mr. GRIFFIN, the committee then rose and re- 
ported many bills to the Honse, without amendment, and asked 
leave to sit again on others, which leave was granted. 

Mr. TURNEY moved that when the House adjourn, it ad- 
journ to meeton Monday next; on which, . 

Mr. LEWIS demanded the yeas and nays; which were ordered, 
and were—yeas 32, nays 67. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi moved that the House ad- 
journ; on which f 

Mr. RUSSELL demanded the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered, and were—yeas 62, nays 68. 

So the Hoe refused to adjourn. 

One of the billsreported from the Committee of the Whole 
having been read, and the question being on ordering it to be 
engrossed, 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved that the House adjourn, on which, 

Mr. LEWIS demanded the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, and were—yeas 49, nays66. No quorum voting. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana moved a call of the House; which was 
disagreed to. 

Mr. PETRIKIN again moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana demanded the yeas; which not having 
been ordered, 

The House adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
SaturDay, March 2], 1840. 

Mr. WELLER asked leave to introduce a resolution, which 
wus read for the information of the House, as follows: 

Resolved, That a select committee of three be appointed to 
ascertain and report whether any officer‘of this House has, dur- 
ing the present session, furnished stationery to any person not 
entitled, by law, to the same; also to report the probable value 
thereof. 

Mr. CHINN moved so to amend the resolution so as extend 
the inquiry to members of the House. 

Mr. DAWSON was here understood to object, and made some 
remarks which were not distinctly heard. 

Mr. WELLER replied that his resolution did not propose an 
examination of the fact whether members of Congress used 
more stationery than was necessary for the transaction of their 
business, forof this the members themselves must be the 
judges; but he had understood that some of the officers of this 
House had been in the habit of furnishing stationery to letter- 
writers, reporters, and others, not embraced within the law. 
Now. he simp!y proposed an examination into the truth of this 
allegation. The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Dawson] 
might thank this a “trifling’? matter, but he was one of those 
who believed that all abuses of this sort should be corrected. 
He was unwilling that the people of this country should be 
taxed to purchase stationery for letier-writers and others who 
saw proper to lounge about the Capitol during the session of 
Congress. He cared not who the reselution might operate up- 
on, the practice to which he adverted was a violation of the 
law, and should not be tolerated. 

Mr. DAWSON had so much confidence in the Clerk,who had 
charge ef the stationery, that he believed he would not let it be 
improperly used; and he therefore objected to the introduction 
of the resolution. 

Mr. CRAIG said, notwithstanding it was considered a small 
matter by some, be moved a suspension of the rules, and, on 
= motion, demanded the yeas and nays; which were not or- 

red. 

The question was then taken on suspending the ruler, and 
decided in the negative. ; . 

Mr. JAMESON, on leave, and in accordance with notice pre- 
viously given, introduced a bill for the relief of Alford 
George; and a bill for the benefit of William Thompeon; which 
were read twice, and referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr, GALBRAITH gave notice that he would, at @ proper 





time, ask leave to introduce a bill to provide fo 
ment of the Alleghany river. . t the improve. 

a. MARVIN gave —_ oe Bs wonll, at an early day 
ask leave to introduce usual bill for the i 4 
rivers and harbors. mProvements of 

The CIIAIR announced that the business first in order yw, 
the resolution reported from the Commitiee of Elections by 
Mr. CampsELL, their chairman, proposing to print all the teat 
mony connecied with the New Jersey contested election: and 
the amendment of Mr. R. Gartanp of Louisiana to dischar 
the Commitiee of Elections from the further consideration . 
a) ny = in relation to the New Jersey question. 

r. BOTTS, who was entitled to the floor on the aboy 
question, not being ip his seat, ; ? 

Mr. HOPKINS, from the select committe, appointed on the 
9h instant, to inquire whether any of the officers of the House 
were engaged in the prosecution of private Claims before Cox. 
gress, by petmission of the House, introduced a resolution em. 
powering the committee to send for persons and papers; which 
resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. 8. WILLIAMS moved that the House agree to receive 
reports from committees during the morning hour. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi objected; whereupon, 

Mr. 8S. WILLIAMS moved a suspension of the rules for that 
a ag which motion was not agreed to. 

r. SMITH of Maine said a number of the States had not 
been afforded an oa, except On one Occasion, to present 
petitions to the House. He really hoped that this occasion 
would be embraced by the House to enable gentleman who had 
not been afforded au opportunity,to present their petitions during 
the remainder of the wanes our. 

Objection having been made, 

Mr. SMITII moved to suspend the rules for the purpose. 

Mr. ADAMS inquired what was the object of the gentleman's 
motion. 

Mr. SMITH replied, to call the States for petitions during the 
morning hour. 

Mr. ADAMS. Ifthat was the gentleman’s object, he wassin- 
cerely happy to find that the gentleman was an advocate for 
reception of petitions. 

Mr. SMITH said, having so powerful a co-operator as the 
gentleman from Massachusetis, 1 am sure there can be1.o ob- 
jection to the motion. 

The question was then taken on the motion to suspend the 
rules; and it was disagreed to. ‘ 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi did not see why the House 
should pass over this business. he gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Borrs} it was true, had the floor, and it seemed to him that 
if he wished to claim it he oughtto be here. Mr. T. did not 
know what had been the a of the House on similar occa- 
sions, but he was under the impression that the House had not 
heretofore passed over the business in order because of the ab- 
sence of a member entitled to the floor. It was the duty of the 
gentleman to be here, and as he was not, the House ought to go 
on witheut him. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina moved a call of the 
House; but 

Mr. BOTTS then appearing in his seat, 

Mr. WILLIAMS withdrew his motion. 

Mr. BOTTS then resumed his remarks in continuation of 

those of yesterday. Asthe majority of the committee, he said, 
had annonnced that they had nothing further to say on the sub- 
ject, unless some new charges should be mase against them, 
and, as he had no new charges to make, but should confine him- 
self to the old ones, he thought it but right that he should have 
the advantage of closing this debate. As the committee, how- 
ever, would not allow Eom this privilege, he should now pro. 
ceed with his remarks. Mr. B. then continued his argument, 
examining and commenting on the journal of the committee, 
for the purpose of sustaining the charge that had been made by 
Mr. Fittmors and Mr. Jenirsr, and refuted by Mr. Browx 
of Tennessee. : 

Mr. JONES of Virginia said he could not permit any oppor- 
tunity to pass by without urging the House to take up the Trea- 
sury Note bill. He asked for a suspension of the rules, to ena- 
ble him to make a motion that the House resolve itself int a 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union to consider 
that bill; and demanded the yeas and nays on that motion, 
which were ordered; and were yeas 1(3, nays 68, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Judson Allen, H. J. Anderson, Banke, 
Beat:y, Beirne, Biddle, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, 
Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, William 0. 
Butler, Bynum, John Campbell, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, 
Coles, Conner, Wm. R. Cooper, Cross, Cushing, Dana, Da- 
vee, John Davis, John W. Davis, Dawson, Dickerson, Doan, 
Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, 
Fornance, Gerry, Graham, Griffin, Hand, J. Masings, Haw- 
kins, John Hill of N. C. Hillen, Holleman, Holmes, Howard 
Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, John W. 
Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, King, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, 
Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McKay, Marchand, Medill, 
Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, New- 
hard, Parish, Parmenter, Paynter, {Petrikin, Ramsey, Rey- 
nolds, Rhett, Rives, Edward Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, 
Albert Smith, John Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Swear- 
ingen, Sweeny, Taylor, Waddy Thompsen, Jacob Thom 
Turney, David D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jar 
W. Williams, and Henry Williams—103. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, Andrews, Baker, 
Barnard, Bond, Botts, Brockway, Calhoun, Carter, Chinn, 
Chittenden, Clark, Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Ee 
ward Davies, Deberry, Edwards, Evans, Everett, — 
Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Granger, Green, Grinnell, Tlaber- 
sham, Hawes, Henry, John Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, 
Hook,{ James, Kempehall, Lincoln, Mason, Mitchell, Bearers 
Morgan, Calvary orris, Nisbet, Osborne, Pope, R 7 
Rariden, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Simonton, oat 
man Smith, ane Storrs, Stuart, Taliaferro, Ti!linghas, 
Toland, Triplett, Underwood, Warren, John White, Thomas 
W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christe 
pher H. Williams, and Sherrod Williams—68. 

So the rules were not suspended. : ob 

The engrossed bill for the relief of Smith and Farnswort, 
was taken up, read a third time, and passed. o 

The bill forthe relief of Bailey and Delord was taken up 
its second reading; when : reed. 

Mr. RUSSELL moved an amendment; which was ag pore 

Several other amendmente having been offered, a_ FLL. 
arose, in ate, eee oe, RUSS 
DAWSON, a partic: iW : : 

On motion of Mr, HAND, the further consideration of the 
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aa 


ed till Friday next, and the amendments and 
be wes with the bill, were, in the mean time, oidered 


"The hill for the relief of Thomas Fillebrown was taken up 

ius second reading, read the second time, and, after a debate 
oo merits, in Which Messrs. LEADBETTER, and PETRI- 
KIN participated in opposition, and Messrs, POPE, LEET, 
& EVANS in favor of the bill, and the question being on its 
tor eosament for a third reading, ’ 
. Mr. HUBBARD demanded the yeas and nays; which were 
9 and were—yeas 90, nays 61. 

So the bill was 0 ered to be engrossed. ; 

The following bills were then taken up, read the second time, 
andseverally ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Bates and Lacon; 

Abill for the relief of James W. Osborne; ’ 

A bill for the relief of Danie! D. Walker, of Baltimore; 

A bill for the relief of Chostelain and Pouvert; 

A bill for the relief of Ebenezer A. Lester; 

A bill for the relief of Nicholas Hedges; 

A bill for the relief of Ebenezer D. Lobdell; 

A bill for the relief of Richard Booker and others; 

A bill for the relief of John Howe; 

Abill for the relief of John Wilkinson; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas W. Taylor; 

A bill for the relief of James Cox; 

A bill for the reef of Chauncey Calhoun; 

‘A bill for the relief of Gamaliel E. Smith; 

A bill forthe relief of Garret Vliet; 

A bill for the relief of Cornelius Tiers; 

A bill for the relief of John Underwood; 

A bill for the relief of Josiah Thompson; 

‘A bill for the relief of Thomas Fillebrown; 

A bill for the relief of Sylvester Phelps, and heirs of Charles 

on. 

wo for the relief of John T. Addoms; 

‘A bill for the relief of Captain John Downes; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin C. Roberts; 

A bill for the relief of Boggs and Thompson, Robert and Tho- 
mas Hutchinson, and others; aa 

Abill for the relief of Meigs D Benjamin and Co. 

A bill for the relief of Wm. Wickham; 

A bill forthe relief of John M. Jacquelin; and 

A bill for the relief of George Willis. 

On motion of Mr. TURNEY, 

The House then adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Monpay, March 23, 1840. _ i 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented a memomdal of citizens of 
New York, praying for the passage of a general bankrupt law; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of James Morgan; which was referred to 
the Commitiee on Claims. , 

Also, a memorial of citizens of Stark county, Ohio, asking 
fran increase of the tariff, and the distribution of the public 
lands; which was referredto the Committee on Manufactures, 
aid the Committee on the Public Lands. ’ 

Also, a memorial remonstrating against the annexation of 
Texas; which was laid on the table. 

also, a memorial from citizens of Mercer and Beaver coun- 
ties praying that proper measures may be taken for a recogni- 
tion or the independence of Hayti, and forthe establishment of 
diplomatic and commercial relations with that Republic on the 
same footing as With the most favored nations; which was laid 
on the table. 

Also, resolutions of the Legislature of Kentucky, in opposi- 
lion 0 any measure which would cede the public Jands to the 
States in which theyflie; which was referred to the Commit- 
\¢:on the Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial of citizens of Fulton 
county, New York, in favor of a general bankrupt law; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented a memorial of citizens of the 
State of Delaware, praying that this Government may unite with 
oher Governments in causinga survey of the isthmus of Da- 
ten, to ascertain the practicability of cutting a canal across 
said isthmus, and if found to be so, then to unite with said na- 
ions In carrying the project into effect; which was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented a memorial of citizens of Ohio, 
Praying for the imposition of a duty on foreign silk; which was 
referrer to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. TAPPAN also ae the memorial of one hundred 
and one citizens of the First Ward of the city of Washington, 
pracipally mechanics ard workingmen, asking Congress to 
uke Measures to compel the banks of the District to resume 
can ey which was laid on the table, and ordered to 
Ww t. ROBINSON presented the 

hiteside; which was referred to 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented the memorial of citizens 0 

“rrison county, Ohio, praying for the abolition of slavery in 
‘he District of Columbia: the motion to receive which, was, 

- motion of Mr. CALHOUN, laid on the table. 

a KING presented a memorial of William E. Kennedy; 
Which Was referred to the Committee on private Land Claims. 

Mr. CALHOUN pues memorial of sea captains, tra- 

's, Merchants, and citizens, of Georgetown, South Carolina, 
praying for the erection of a light house at that port; which was 
— tothe Committee on Commerce. ’ 
whisk BENTON presented the memorial of Anthony Drane; 

= was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
wa eee, from the Committee on Pensions, to which 

The petition of the widew of John Vial; 

€ petition of the widow of Jonathan Tewgood; 
ae Petition of the widow of George Hood; 
he memorial of Joel Leftwich; and 
nels Petition of James Pierce; 
Ove unfavorable reports thereon. 
whieh POA NE; from the Committee on Foreign Relations, to 
oan was referred the memorial of the United States Insu- 
we Company and of the Insurance Company of the State of 
nd ay Vania, praying to be indemnified for property seized 
be 
6. 


etition of McCurdy and 
e Committee on the Post 


sequestered by the Government of Hayti in 1814, asked to 
from ite further consideration; which was agreed 


Mr. MOUTON, from the Committee on Commerce, to which 


was referred the memorial on the subject, reported a bill for 
the relief of the legal representatives of Aaron Vail,late Consul 
at L’Orient; which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

The bill from the House of Representatives for the relief of 
Elliot Smith and Nathan Farnsworth, was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

The resolution submitted on Friday by Mr. WeesTer, was 
considered, and agreed to. 

The Senate then went into the consideration of Executive 
business, 

And afierwards adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, March 23, 1840. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House further depositions in 
relation to the New Jersey contested electidn; which were or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

This being the day under the rule for the presentation of reso- 
lutions, 

The SPEAKER commenced the call of the States for that 
purpose. commencing with the State of Maine, when 

Mr. EVANS presented a resolution to instruct the Committee 
of Claims te inquire into the propriety of granting a pension to 
Margaret McIntire; which was agreed to. 

Mr. CLIFFORD said only one opportunity had been afford-d 
for the presentation of petitions; and inasmuch as frequent op- 
es had been afforded for the presentation of resolutions, 

e moved a suspension of the rules, to enable gentlemen to hand 
in their petitions, and called for tellers on that motion; and 
Messrs. Ramsey and CuapMan of Alabama having been ap- 
pointed such, reported that there were—ay es77, noes 31, no quo- 
rum voting. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS moved a called of the House; which was 
not ordered. 

Mr. ADAMS demanded the yeas and nays on the motion to 
suspend the rules for the reception of petiuons; which were or 
dered, and were yeas 107, nays 62. 

So the House refused to suspend the rules. 


Mr. J. W. JONES said he must again ask for a suspension of 


the rules for the purpose of going into committee on the Trea- 
sury note bill. The pressing necessity of the case, in his judg- 
ment, rendered it absolutely necessary that speedy action should 
be had on this bill. He demanded the yeas and nays on the 
motion to suspend; which were ordered, and were as follows, 
—yeas 112, nays 67: 

EAS—Messrs. Alford, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, Banks, 
Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, Burke, William 
O. Butler, Bynum, Jobn Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Casey, 
Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Conner, Mark A. Cooper, Wm. 
R. Cooper, Craiz, Crary, Crockett, Cross, Dana, Davee. Joha 
Davis,John W. Davis, Dawson, Dickerson, Doan, Doig, Drom- 
goole, Earl, Eastman, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, Galbraith, Gerry, 
Goggin, Habersham, Hand, John Hastings, Hawkins, Hill 
of North Carolina, Hook, Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard. Jack. 
son, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. 
Jones, Kemble, Kille, King, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, 
Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, MecCulloh, McKay, 
Marchand, Marvin, Medill, Miller, Montgomery, Samuel W. 
Morris, Newhard, Parmenter, Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, 
Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rhett, Robinson, Edward Rogers, 
James Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Albert Smith, John 
Smith, Steenrod, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweeny, Taliaferro, 
Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, W. Thompson, 
Jacob Thompson, Trumbull, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, 
Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Wil- 
liams, Joseph L. Williams, and Worthington—112. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, Andrews, Baker, 
Barnard, Bell, Botts, Albert G. Brown, Calhoun, William B. 
Campbell, Carter, Chittenden, Clark, James Cooper, Corwin, 
Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, Edward Davies, Garret Davis, De- 
berry, Dillett, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Rice Gar- 
land, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Goode, Graves. William 8. 
Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Mill of Virginia, Hoffman, James, 
Kempshall, Lincoln, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Nisbet, Os- 
borne, Pope, Proffit, Randall, Rariden, Ridgway, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stuart, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Underwood, Warren, Edward D. 
White, John White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, 
Christopher H. Williams, and Wise—67. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. MARVIN, in accordance with previous notice given, ask- 
ed leave to introduce the usual bill making appropriation for 
the continuation and improvements in rivers and harbors. 

Mr. PETRIKIN asked if it would be in order to raise the 
question of reception. 

The CHAIR said it was a motion for leave, which was sub- 
stantially a question of reception. 

Some conversation of a desultory character here arose, and 
the leave was objected to. . 

The CHAIR decided that in consequence of the objection and 
— arising, the question of leave must lie over under the 
rule. . 

Mr. MARVIN referred to the former practice of the House, 
and believing that the decision of the Cua, that the rule which 
compelled resolutions causing debate to lie ever, did not apply 
to propositions for leave, he must take an appeal. 

Mr. PETRIKIN, te save all difficulty, withdrew his question 
of reception, and moved the previous question on the appeal, 
which was seconded, and the main question ordered, which main 
question was, “shall the decision of the Cuatr stand as the 
judgment of the House?’ 

hea STANLY moved to lay the question of leave on the 
table. 

Mr. CASEY demanded the yeas and nays %n that motion; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 93, nays 78, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beirne, 
Blackwel', Boyd, Burke, 8. H. Butler, Bynum, John Camp- 
bell, WilliamB. Campbell, Carter, Chapman, Chinn, Clifford, 
Coles, Colquitt, Conner, Mark A. Cooper, W. R. Cooper, Crabb, 
Craig, J. Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dickerson, Doan, Drom- 
goole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Fisher, Floyd, Fornance, 
Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, Graham, Green, Griffin, Mabersham, 
Hammond, John Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of North Carolina, 
Hook, Hubbard, Jackson. J. Johnson, N. Jones, John W. 
Jones, Keim, Kemble, King, Leadbetter, Leonard, Lewis, 
Lowell, Lucas, McCarty, McClellan, McKay, Miller, Montgo- 
mery, 8. W. Morris, Newhard, Nisbet, Parish, Parmenter, 
Petrikin, Pickens, Ramsey, Rhett, James Rogers, Ryall, Sa- 
muels, Shaw, Stanly, Starkweather, Steenrod, Sumter, Swear- 
ingen, P. F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Triplett, Turney, 
Underwood, David D, Wagener, Warren, Watterson, Jared 





W. Williams, Henry Williams, Lewis Williams, J. L. Wil- 
hams, and C,H. Williams—93. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, J. W. Allen, Barnard, Beatty, Bell, 
Brewster, Brockway, W. O. Butler, Calhoun, Carr, Carroll, 
Casey, Chittenden, Clark, Jas. Cooper, Corwin, Cranston, 
Crary, Crockett, Cross, Cushing, Dana, Davee, E. Davies, 
John W. Davis, Garret Davis, Diliett, Edwards, Evans, Everett, 
Fillmore, Fine, Galbraith, Rice Garland, Gates, Giddings, 
Goode, Hand, W. 5S. Hastings, Hoffman, Howard, James, Kemp! 
shall, Kille,Lincoin, Marchand, Matvin,Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, 
Montanya, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Osborne, Paynter, Proffit, 
Randali, Rariden, Reed, Reynolds, Robinson, Russell, Salton- 
stall, Simonton, Slade, Albert Smith, John Smith, Truman 
Smith, Storrs, Stuart, Sweeny, Taylor, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Irumbull, John White, and Worthington—78, 

So the motion for leave was laid on the table, 

Mr. MARK A. COOPER gave notice thathe will, at some 
future day, ask leave to introduce a bill to repeal the laws fixing 
salaries for Chaplains for this House and the Senate. 

Mr. PETRIKIN gave notice that he will on Wednesday next, 
or en some other day, when it shall be in order to do go, ask 
leave to read inhis place a bill to repeal the second section 
of “Act concerning public contracts,’’ passed 21st April, 1808, 

Mr. BARNARD, in accordance with notice previously given, 
asked and obtained leave, and introduced a bill making an ap- 
propriation for continuing the improvements in Hudson river; 
which was read twice, and, on his motion, referred to the Com. 
mittee of Ways and Means, with the following instructions, 
Viz: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an appro- 
priation to conunue the works in progress for the improvement 
of the navigation of the Hudson river above and below Albany; 
and also to inquire ito the expediency of making appropria- 
tions for continuing the works heretofore begun, and yet in- 
complete, for the improvement of harbors and other rivers. 

The following resoluuon, introduced by Mr. LOWELL,on the 
10th of February, was, on his motion, taken up, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to the House all the miormation in 
his possession, or In the possession of either of the Executive 
Departments, in relation to the seizure and condemnation by 
the British authorities, during the season last past, of certain 
American vessels engaged in the fisheries. 

Mr. LOWELL also introduced the following resolution, which 
was adopted: 

Resolved, That the papers on file in relation to the petitien 
of Polly Hamilton, on which an adverse report was made b 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, on the Sth of March 
instant, be taken from the files and recommuitted to said com 
mittee, 

Onjmotion of Mr. BURKE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estabtish- 
ing a mail route, commencing at Keene, inthe county of Che- 
shire, New Hampshire, and extending thence through the towns 
of Gilsum, Marlow, Lampeter, and Goshen, to Newport, in the 
county of Sullivan, New Hampshire. 

On motion of Mr. J. W. WILLIAMS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of compensating 
Sally Stanley for the Revolutionary services of her husband. 

Mr. ADAMS offered the following resolutions, which were 
adopted. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
report to this House a statement of all the sums of money be- 
longing to the navy pension fund which have at any time been 
invested in stocks of the several States; specifying the authority 
by which such investments have been made, the dates of such 
Investments, the rates at whichthe several purchases of the 
stocks have been made, and the dates and rates at which they 
have been sold. 

Akesolved, That the President of the United States be request- 
ed to cause to be communicated to this House, if not incompa- 
tible with the public interest, all the correspondence between 
the Department of State and the diplomatic functionaries of the 
United States in France, Sweden, Denmark, and Prussia, and 
with those Governments, or either of them, relating to the sur 
render to the Government ef the United States of persons 
charged with piracy and murder on board of the United States 
schooner Platisburg, in the year 1817. Also, the correspondence 
relating to the demand, by the Charge d’Affaires of Great 
Britain, for the surrender of a mutineer in the British armed 
ship Lee, in 1519, and any opinion of the Attorney General of 
the United States with regard to the right of the Executive of 
the United States, or of avy of the Executive Governments of 
the separate States of this Union, to deliver up, at the demand 
of any foreign Government, persons charged with crimes com- 
mitted without the jurisdicuen of the United States. 

Mr. ADAMSalso offered he following resolution: 

Resolved, That the practice, first openly avowed at the pre- 
sent session of Congress, of pairing off, involves, on the part of 
the members resorting to it, the violation of the Constitution of 
the United States, ot an express rule of this House, and of the 
duties of both parties in the transaction to thei: immediate con- 
stituents, tothis House, and their country. 

He was accompanying the resolution with some remarks, 
not heard by the Reporter, when objection was made to any 
debate. 

Mr. A. said he did not propose to debate the resolution, 
but he considered it of very great importance, oa account of 
the principles involved; and he wanted to see whether it 
could be possible that any member of this House would ob- 
ject to it. 

Mr. GRAVES objected; when 

The SPEAKER said the resolution must lie over. 

Mr. ADAMS remonstraied, and there was some confusion, 
but the resolution was laid over. 

Mr. ADAMS wished to modify a resolution offered by him on 
the 10th of February last, which is in the words following: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be request: 
ed to communicate to this House, if net incompatible with the 
public interest, copies of any demand made by the minister or 
other diplomatic representative of Spain in this country, of the 
surrender to him of the Africans taken in, or be!onging to, the 
vessel called L’Amistad, and of all correspondence between 
this Gowernment and the said minister or diplomatic represen- 
tative relating thereto: also, copies of all instructions from the 
Department of State tothe District Attorney of the United 
States inthe judicial district of Connecticut, and all reporia of 
the said District Attorney to the said Department relating to 
that subject, 
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Mr. PETRIKIN objected, and a desultory conversation en- 
sued: but Mr. A. was finslly permitted to modify, which he 
did, so as wo extend the call by adding “‘or any other foreign 
Government or Minister.” 

Mr. REID offered the following, which, under the rule, lies 
over 

Resolved, That it is the bounden duty of the Government of 
the United States to absolutely prohibit her citizens from en- 
gaging, directly or indirectly, in the foreign slave trade; and, to 
this end, that the Comm Uee on Foreign Affairs be directed to 
inquire into the expediency of making such legal provisions as 
shall effectually put an end to so unlawful and disgraceful a 
traffic 

On motion of Mr. CUSHING, 

Resolved, That the resolutions of the last Congress, on the 
subject of the territory and rights of the United States west of 
the Rocky mountains, and the papers accompanying the same, 
be recommutted to the Committee on Foreign Atlairs. 

On motion of Mr. SALTONSTALL, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
report to this House the amount of the annual payments from 
the privateer pension fund established by the act of June <6, 
1512, until the same was exhausted, disuinguishing what poruion 
ot said payments was paid to the widows and children of de- 
ceased persons, and to report also when the same became ex- 
hausted, and whether any dart, and, if so, how much, of said 
fund was lost by the manner in which the same was invested. 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to commu 
nicate to the House the correspondence between the delegation 
in Congress from the State of Massachusetts and himeelf, in 
the month of March, 1839, in relation to the examination and 
allowance of the claun of that State to compensation for miltua 
services during the last war with Great Britain, and that he also 
inform the House whether, since his report on that subject of 


the 23d ef December, 1837, under a resolution of the House of 


Representatives of March, 1336, any further proceedings have 
been had, or are deemed necessary on the part o! Massachusetts, 
or in the Department, to entitle the State to the balance found 
due according to his said report. 

On motion of Mr. W. B. CALHOUN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs inquire in- 
to the expediency of purchasing of John W. Cochran, his six 
pounder biase cannon model, for a large garrison gun for naval 
detence. 7 

Mr. OSBORNE submitted the following, which lies over: 

Whereas the public lands of the United States belong exclu- 
sively to the people of the United states, and whenever dis- 
posed of, the avails thereof ought to enure to the equal and 
common benefit of all the States; and whereas the present 
condition of this great national property furnishes a dangerous 
temptation to political ambition, enabling it to operate on pub- 
lic sentiment in certain portions of the country, by proposi- 
tions and promises to cede tothe States the public lands si- 
tuated within their respective limits; and whereas all such 
propositions are in derogation of the trust under which this 
great public fund is held, and are calculated to subvert the 
confidence of the people jin the justice and purity of the Na- 
tuonal:Government; and whereas a subject of such magnitude 
and exciting interest, ought to receive the speedy action of Con- 
reas; be it therefore 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be in- 
structed to report te this House, on the earliest convenient day, 
a bill to secure to the several States their just rights and inte- 
rests in the public lands, and providing that the proceeds of those 
lands, sold from ume to time, shall be distributed among the 
States upon just and equitable principles. 

On motion of Mr. MONTANYA, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire intothe expediency and propriety of erecting a bea- 
con light at the termination of the pier constructed by the New 
York and Erie ratiroad into the Hudson river, at Tappan bay, 
for the benefit of the navigation of said river. 

Mr. DANA submitted the following, which lies over: 

Resolved, That during the remainder of the present session 
of Congress, the daily meetings of this House shall com- 
mence at 11 o’clock a.m. until otherwise ordered. 

Mr. REMPSHALL submitted the following, which lies over: 

Resoived, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of fortifying the frontier 
on Lake Ontario, and especially of protection and defence of 
the harbor of Genesee and the city of Rochester. 

Mr. MORGAN submitted the following, which lies over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation for 
the improvement of the harbor at Litde Sodus, on Lake Onta- 
rio, and to report by bill pr otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. KEMBLE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be di- 
rected to inquire into the present state of the light house sys 


temof the United States, and to report such modifications, if 


any, as they may deem necessary to its greater efficiency and 
economy. 

Beccles’, That the Committee of Ways and Means be di- 
rected to inquire into the expediency ef so modifying the laws 
for the collection of the revenue as to permit the entrance, 
for the benefit ef drawback, of goods, wares, and merchandise, 
intended to be transported through the territories of the United 
States into the adjacent territories of foreign powers in amity 
with the United States. 

On motion of Mr. GATES, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensiens be in- 
siructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing a pensiun to 
Jacob Jackson, of New York. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, 

Resolced, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of fortifying the Niaga- 
ra frontier, and especially of providing for the protection and 
defeuce of the harbor and city of Baffalo. 

Mr. FLOYD submitted the following, which lies over: 

Rsolved, Thata Select Committee be appointed to inquire 
into and reportupon the expediency of erecting a monumentin 
commemoration of the battle of Orishany, in the State of New 
York. 

Mr. HOFFMAN submitted the following, which lies over: 

Resolved, That all pe'itions, except those which may come 
within the rule in regard to petitions touching slavery, my be 
handed to the Clerk, and by him referred tothe appropriate 
committees, under the directions of the members offering 
them. 

Mr. MONROE submitted the following, which lies over: 
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Resolved, That five thousand additional copies of the report 
on the Smithsonian bequest be published for the use oi the 
members of the House. 

Mr. G. DAVIS submitted the following, which lies over. 

Resolved, That the first section of the second article of the 
Constitution of the United States, by declaring “that the Execu- 
tive power shall be vestedin a President of the United States 
ot America,” does vot ordain and establish any Executive pow- 
er; but the only purpose and effect of this language is, to vest 
such Executive powers as are created in other clauses of the 
Constitution in the President, except eo far as those powers 
may be differently vested in whole or part by the Constitution. 

Resolved, That the to!lowing language in the second section 
of the second article, viz: “he (the President) shall nominate, 
and, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall ap- 
point ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls, judges 
ofthe Supreme Court, and all other officers of the United States, 
whose appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and 
which shall be established by law. But Congress may, by law, 
vest the appointment of such inferior officers as they may think 
proper, in the President alone, in the courts of law, or in the 
heads of departments. The President shall have power to fill 
up all vacancies that may happen during the recess of the Se 
nate, by granting commissions, which shall expire at the eud of 
their next session,”’ being the whole of so much of the Constitu- 
tion as ordains and establishes, or invests any power of appoint- 
ing to office, in all appointments, except to inferior offices pro- 
vided for by a law of Congress, or to fill vacancies that may hap- 
pen during the recess of the Senate, tke action of the Senate is 
as essential as that of the President. 

Resolved, That the power of removal from office is not ex- 
preasly ordained and established, or vested by the Constitu- 
tion, but, from necessary implications, results and attaches to 
the appointing power instituted by the Constitution. 

Resolved, Vhat asa power of removal from office under the 
Conatitution can be derived only by implication, and by reason 
and analogy, to attribute its existence and rightful exercise to 
one branch of the appointing power is equally illogical and un- 
constitutional, and produces in the President an augmentation 
of power dangerous to constitutional liberty; wherefore, the 
President cannot remove an officer, in whose appointment the 
concurrence of the S nate is required by the Constitution, un- 
less the Senate, also, shall unite in the act of removal. 

Resolved, That as the President is empowered by the Con- 
stitution to appoint to all vacancies that may happen during 
the recess of the Senate, and to commission such appointees 
until the expiration of the next session of the Senate, and is 
thus placed in possession of the whole appointing power pro 
tempore; the correlative and parallel power of removal from 
office temporarily, and operating for the same term of time, 
ves's in the President, by implication and analogy; wherefore, 
during the recess of the Senate, the President has the power to 
remove or suspend such officers from their respective offices 
until the end of the next session of the Senate; and unless the 
Senate shall then have concurred in, the removal by the Presi- 
dent ceases to operate, and the incumbent, by the operation of 
the Constitution, is restored to his office, and all its rights and 
privileges, as fully as though such suspension or temporary re- 
movat of him by the President had never been made. 

Mr. HAND submitted the following, which lies over: 

Resolved, That 5,000 copies of documents No. 118, of the 2d 
session of the 25th Congress (being the pension laws then in 
force) be reprinted for the use of the members of this House. 

Mr. BOYD submitted the following, which lies over: 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed, to examine 
into the condition of the Military Academy at West Point, with 
a view to the modification or repeal of such of the laws relative 
thereto, as propriety may suggest. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD submitted the following, which lies 
over: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to report a bill relinquishing and surrendering the 
Cumberland road to the States respectively through which it 
passes, in its present condition, upon such termsas the commit- 
tee may deem expe‘lient; and in order to enable the States 
through which the said Cumberland road passes to complete 
the same after it has been surrendered to them; and to do jus- 
tice tu the other States, by enabling them to share, in common 
with the States through which the Cumberland road passes, 
the funds which properly belong to all the States; the said com- 
mittee is further instructed to report a bill providing for the dis- 
tribution of the nett proceeds of the sales of the public lands 
among all the States, in proportion to their Federal population 
respectively. 

Mr. W. B. CARTER submitted the following, which lies 
over: 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed, whose du 

ty itshall be to inquire into the expediency of extending the 
yrovisions of the act of Congress for the benefit of the surviv- 
ing officers and suldiers of the Revolutionary army, passed the 
7th June, 1832. so as to embrace those who were engaged in the 
wars of the United States, which occurred between the treaty 
o! peace with Great Britain in 1793, and the treaty of Green- 
ville, with the Indians, in 1795, and that the said committee 
have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. J. HASTINGS submitted the following, which lies over: 

Whereas the Cadets of the Military Academy at West Point 
being educated gratuitously by the people of the United States, 
at an expense of above $2,000 each, justice and gratitude and 
sound policy, predicated upon those principles, demand that 
the orphan sons of those who have fought and bled and died in 
the service of their country, have the first claim upon our con- 
sideration for admission to the advantages of being educated at 
this national establishment; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of giving the sons of 
soldiers, whether of the regular army, or of the militia, or of 
volunteers, whether officers o1 privates, who have died or been 
killed in the service of the United States; and likewise the sons 
of sailors and marines, whether officers or privates, who have 
died or been killed in (be same service, the preference over all 
other applicants for admission into the Academy or Military 
School at West Point. 

Mr. STANLY submitted the following, which lies over: 

Whereas, by the withholding of the fourth instalment by 
this Administration, the State of North Carolina is deprived of 
nearly half a million of dollars, which fourth instalment is part 
of the proceeds of the public lands; in order, there‘ore, that the 
said fourth instalment be paid to the State, notwithstanding the 
opposition of this Administration, be it 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 








the United States, That the Secretary of the ; 
rected, whenever there is sufficient money in the Tet be di. 
pay over the amountof said fourth instalment due to the 2 - 
of North Carolina, to the proper authorities of said State 
aid said State in carrying on em schools and internal { to 
provements, if she choose so to dispose of it. 7» 
a MONTGOMERY submitted the following, which lies 

Whereas our glorious and successful struggle in the Revo} 
tionary war for national independence was a jomt common o. 
fort, in which the patriots in all the states in the Co; flier = 
freely aided and contributed an equal proportionate aoe 
their blood, suffering, and treasure; and whereas the peo » of 
all the States and Territories within the Union now enjoy « - 
ly and alike the inestimable blessings of liberty and ce dl 
thereby gained; and whereas, with our national liberty — 
was also gained, as a joint common stock fund, an immense “ng 
perty in public lands, more than twelve hundred milliong or 
acres of which remain yet asa part of this joint common ie k 
undispoeed of, in which the Whole people of these United 8 oe 
and Territories have, and hold, a good bona fide title and — 
table and proportionate interest in fee simple, and which is ca . 
after to be disposed of by some mode to be by Congress Seleaed 
out; and whereas, in the year 1835, the last dollar of our national 
debt, as well that created by the war of the Revolution ag 
that incurred by the war of 1812, and from all other sources 
whatsoever, was fully paid off, and all claims upon us, as a Na- 
uuon, for debts, were fully paid off, cancelled, end satisfied; and 
whereas ours was intended to be a cheap, plain, Republican 
Government; and inasmuch as the present Executive, in his 
late message to both branches of Congress, dated 24th December 
last, has not only recommended a strict and rigid economy but 
has actually practised it himself, by reducing the annual eaii- 
mates ca}led for by him for the service of the year 1840, down to 
the sum of eighteen millions two hundred and eighty thousand 
six hundred dollars and fifty-five cents, that sum being less by 
over five millions of dollars—be 1t therefore 

Resolved by the Senute and House of Representatives of 
the United Stutes of America in Congress assembled. 'That 
afier the year 1840, the annual expenditure for the ordinary 
purposes of this Government in time of peace, shall not exceed 
the sum of fifleen millions of dollars, exclusive of the Post 
Office and trust funds. 

2. Be it further resolved by the authorily aforesaid, That 
when Congress shall, at any sessicn, | ass appropriations for 
the expenditures of any one year beyond those the actual ex. 
penditure in the year 1839 will amount to, (the Secretary 
of the Treasury has recommended great reductions in the an- 
nual expenditures, and gives a plan by which it can be done 
without injury tothe public service, should Congress only lend 
their aid in carryingwut these several recommendations proposed 
as above stated—the sum of $15,000,000, it shall be the duty 
of the Secretary of the Treasury to scale down the salary, pay, 
or compensation, paid to ali and every officer in this Govern. 
ment, and also to scale down the amount appropriated to each 
object for which appropriations are made for that year, in equal 
proportions, until the expenditures shal] come within the sum of 
fifteen millions of dollars for actualexpenditure and the sum of 
three millions of dollars to meet outstanding drafts upon the 
Treasury, that may be in transitu. 

3. Beit resolved by the authority aforesaid, That the pub. 
lic land belonging to the United States is a remainder of a joint 
common stock fund, to which all the people of the United 
States have an equal and just proportionate joint com. 
mon stock interest. 

4. Be it therefore resolved by the authority aforesuid, 
That the proceeds arising from the sale of the public lands, toge- 
ther with all other moneys that shall be in the Treasury of 
the United States at the expiration of each fiscal year after the 
year 1840, over and above the sum of fifteen millionso! dol- 
lars for the ordinary expenditure, and the further sum of three 
millions to meet outstanding and unsettled drafts, and exclu- 
sive of the Post Office and trust funds, shall be equally divided by 
the Secretary of the Treasury among the States and Territories 
of this Union, according to their representation upon this fleor, 
share and share alike, and paid over by the said Secretary to 
such person, or persons, as the Legislatures of the respective 
States and Territories shall or may authorize to receive ani re- 
ceipt for the same. : 

5. Be it further resolved, by the authority aforesaid, That 
Congress has no authority given it by the Constitution of the 
United States to levy any taxes, either direct or indirect, upon 
the people of the United States, for any other purpose than the 
immediate wants of the Government of the United States: that 
revenue raised or taxes imposed, either direct or indirect, upon 
the people, with a view to, or for, the object of creating a sur- 
plus fund in the Treasury of the United States, fer distribution 
among the States, or for any other object or objects than the 
payment of the civil list, the army and navy of the Unied 
States, and such other incidental expenditures as are required 
for the legitimate objects of the General Government, are not 
authorized by the Constitution, and are therefore not within the 
power granted tu Congress in the Constitution of the Uuited 
States. : 

6. And be it further resolved, by the authority aforesaid, 
Thatso much of all laws fixing or defining the salaries or pay 
of all officers or other persons receiving pay from Government 
for services rendered, as comes within the provisions of any of 
the above resolutions, is hereby so modified as to conform to 
the above provisions. ; 

Mr. CHITTENDEN submitted the following 
which was read for the information of the House: L 

Whereas in acommunication made by the Clerk of this House 
to some of the members thereof, on the Qist instant, and pub- 
lished in the official organ of the Government in thie city on - 
same day, members of this House are not only charged wil 
gross violations of official duty, but with one of the highest 
crimes known to our laws; and whereas it is the ao us duty 
of the House to ascertain whether any of its members have, 8 
charged in that communication, practised abuses in the _ 
of said Clerk, either by the “forgery” of his name, or by a 
taining it from him by means of “‘misrepresentation” In ee 
manner as to require the aid of said Clerk “in ferreting — 
real responsible culprit, that he may be punished,” and whed ns 
anv members of this House have (as is alao charged in said cv - 
munication) sent packages through the mail, a, : 
“blank franks)? under the frank of “Hugh Garland. Cier t 
with the intention “to cheat and defraud the revenue,” that, 
case it shall be ascertained that any member of this 
80 far lost sight of the dignity of his station as to 
guilty of su 
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he may receive that punishment which he justly 
and that, in case the charges shall not be eustained, the 
gett; ofthe base and infamous slanders may “at least be held 
pre public scorn:” Therefore, 
wp =I red, That a committee, consisting of three persons, be 

ei ved wo investigate the charges contained in the communi- 
pol said Clerk, whose duty it shall be to proceed with said 
ene en and report to this House with as litle delay as 
on 7" ond that said committee have power to send for per- 
r d papers. 
0-8 ct toeing made, 

CHITTENDEN moved a suspension of the rules to 

7. the resolution; which motion prevailed—ayes 146, 


s t 
ayrernimenty 


* . then said that he was not disposed to occupy the time 
a House by debate on the subject, and therefore, he would 
Mvethe previous question. 
Mr PETRIKIN said it was not in order to move the previous 
gaestiony the resolution not having been read, and the question 

ed by the CHAIR, . 
wet YPEAKER directed the Clerk to read the resolution; 
yrich wasdone; when, cede , 

y; CHITTENDEN again moved the previous question. 


vc GALBRAITH asked if an amendment would be in 


A 
the SPEAKER said that the previous question being moved, 
wendmen's were not in order. a 

Yr, BYNUM. Are all amendments to the proposition cut off 
wy moving the previous question? ; 

“The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. , 

Wr BYNUM. Then I shall vote against it, I am in favor of 
de proposition, but am upposed to the preamble. 

“The second to the previous question was then carried—ayes 
= joes 54, and the previous question was carried withouta 
dirision. 7 r 

Toe main question then coming up, ; - 

fr, BANKS moved a division of the question, so as to take it 
frst on the resolution, and then on the preamble. He was op- 
posed to the preamble, as Mr. Kendall had not made any such 
charges a8 Were stated in it. ; 

Wr. CLIFFORD hoped the resolution and preamble would 
te divided, and the question taken separately, because the pre- 
antle assur 8 us that the Postmaster General has made the 
charge that members of Congress have been guilty of the crime 
of forgery, which is not in accordance with the truth, as he 
yuerstood it, and therefore he desired to vote against that part 
oiheresolution, but did not object to the usual inquiry. 

Mr, WISE submitted whether the resolution was separable 
jun ‘he preamble, without destroying the sense. The law of 
dyisiun was that every part divided should make a separate 

nce ol itself. 

"The SPEAKER decided that the question was divisible, as 
te resolution Contained a substantive proposition, and that the 
we must, in conformity with parliamentary practice, be taken 
frst on the resolution. 

Mr. R. GARLAND called for the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered, and the question was taken on the resolution, and de- 
uded affirmatively—yeas 157, nays none. 

The question tlen came up on the preamble, when 

Mr. PETRIKIN called for the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered, and resulted in—yeas 91, nays 92. 

§ the preamble was rejected; when 

Mr. WISE said that it was obvious to the House, that the re- 
wlution just adopted would be imperfect without some expla- 
tory preamble. He honed, therefore, the general consent 
of the House would be given to the preamble he was about 
» offer, which would affirm nothing, and commit no one, but 
merely explain the objects of the resulution. Mr. W. then 
submitted the following: 

“Whereas the following correspondence, to wit.” 

This preamble only being in order by general consent, 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected. 

Mr. BANKS hoped the gentleman would withdraw the objec- 
wn; he wished to see the resolution carried out in good faith. 

Mr WISE then moved to suspend the rules to let in his pre- 
nm which motion prevailing, Mr. W. submitted his pream- 
ve; when 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to amend it by inserting the words 
‘communicated by the Clerk of this House.’ 

Mr. WISE asked, Was the communication from the CLERK 
of the House? 

The Clerk responded that it was. 

Mr. WISE said he was then willing se to modify the pream- 
bv. ° 
And, after some further conversation, the preamble was 
Kopted, as follows: 

Whereas the following correspondence has been communi- 
and by the Clerk of the House to the members of the House, 
nf 

OrricE oF THE HovsE oF REPRESENTATIVES U. S. 
March 18, 1840. 

Sx In consequence of the abuses practised under my name, 
disclosed in the following correspondence, I am constrained, 
‘apectfully, to decline franking any package for members of 


Congteas. Yours, etc. 
H. A. GARLAND, 
Clerk House of Representatives United States. 


Post Orrice DEPARTMENT, 
: March 11, 1840. 
‘ir: I deem it as much my duty to you as to the public, to 
‘prise you of the unwarranted use made of your name, as dis- 
“oved in the enclosed copy of a letter from ihe postmaster at 
lanford, Connecticut. 
hether your name in this case be a forgery, or whether 
™ Were induced to write it by any misrepresentation, I beg 
har aid in ferreting out the real res ible culprit, that he 
“ay be punished, or at least held up for the public scorn. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
le AMOS KENDALL. 
"08 A. GARLAND, esq. 


Clerk of the House of Representatives. 


Orricg Hovse or REPRESENTATIVES U. 8. 
. March 12, 1840. 
i Thave received your letter of yesterday, enclosing one 
menthy postmaater of Hartford, Connecticut, in which he 
oe A grass abuse in relation to franking exists among the 
~ bers of Congress; in addition to bushels of newspapers and 
‘eches, daily received from our members of Congress, load- 
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ing down the mails, there are large packages franked ‘Hugh 
Garland, Clerk,’ which packages consist of biank franks, and 
are intended to cheat and defraud the revenue.” ~ 

If the packages, as he states, are endorsed “Hugh Garland, 
Clerk,” they were certainly not sent by me, for 1 never sign 
my name tn that way. 

I am in the habit of franking packages for members of Con- 
gress, under a construction of the law of 1827, which 1 found 
prevailing when.I came isto office. 

Under the law of 1825, section 27, the privilege of the Clerk 
of the House of Representatives was limited to two ounces. 
In 1827, it was extended so as to be only limited by a general 
law which prohibits postmasters from mailing any packages 
that shall exceed three pounds, except public documents. 

My own impression is, that this privilege was intended for 
the official business of the Clerk’s office, and not for the use of 
members of Congress. 

But finding a different interpretation of the law prevailing, 
and learning that it had been so consirued from the begin. 
ning, I have yielded to it. If, however, the Post Office Depart- 
ment does not concur ia this interpretation of the law, I shall 
be pleased to know, for the information of the members ot 
Congress, and for the regulation of my own cenduct in future. 

Yours respectfully, 
H. A. GARLAND, 
Clerk of the House of Representaves of Unised Siates. 
Hon. Amos KENDALL, Postmaster General. 


Post OrricE BEPARTMENT, 
March 18, 1840. 

Sir: I duly received your letter of the 12:h, in reply to mine 
of the 11th instant, and have re-examined the laws having refer- 
ence to the franking privilege of the Clerk of the House. 

The Department is now, tor the first time, apprised that the 
act of 1827, extending h‘s tranking privilege, had been constru- 
ed to authorize him to frank packages for members of Con- 
gress, 

The act of 1825 conferred on him, in common with members 
of Congress, the privilege of franking letters and packets not 
exceeding two ounces in weight, excepting only documents 
Printed by order of either House, and so far from authorizing 
the one to frank forthe other, imposed on every person possess: 
ing the franking privilege, who should frank “any letter or 
letters other than those written by himself, or by his order, 
on the business of his office,” a penalty oi ten dollars, from 
which no one but heads of Departments are in any such case 
exempt. The only change in the law made by the act of 1827, 
was to remove the limitation of two ounces on the Clerk’s frank, 
so that he may now send ani 1eceive by mail, packets not ex- 
ceeding three poundsin weight. There appears to be not the 
least ground for construing this act as authorizing bim to frank 
letters or packets for members of Congress, whether they weigh 
more or less than two ounces; and i! he now put his frank on 
“letters not written by himself, or by his order, on the business 
of his office,” he is unquestionably as much liable to the penal 
ty of ten dollars in each case, as if the act of 1827 had never 
passed. 

Iam gratified to find, that your view of the law does not dif- 
fer from that entertained by the Department, and that you are 
ready, onascertaining this coincidence, to abandon a practice 
entailed upon you by your predecessors. ‘Phere seems to be 
something insatiable in “special privilege,’’ which is ever striv- 
ing to enlarge itself by all sorts of subterfuges and evasions. It 
is no less the duty ofthose connected with the legislation of the 
country, than with those entrusted with the execution of its 
laws, to give every grantof privilege which can only be enjoyed 
atthe expense ofthe people, a strict construction, and contine 
its exercise to the narrowest bounds. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
AMOS KENDALL. 
Hvoeu A. Gartanp, Esq. 
Clerk of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. KING offered the following, which was objected to, and 
lies over: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is 
hereby directed to send to this Houee ail his correspondence and 
the correspondence of any officer of his Department with any 
bank or banks on the subject of borrowing or raising money on 
sale and purchase of Treasury notes, or placing aud receiving 
them on deposite; to inform this House what has been the ac- 
tual cost of issuing Treasury notes under the several acts passed 
from October, 1837, to Maich, 1839, inclusive, authorizing the 
issue of Treasury notes; and to send to this Housea statement of 
the interest paid and due on the severad issues of Treasury notes 
from October, 1837, to 30th June, 1839, inclusive, and the terms 
on which they have been sold to any bank or banks, or to indi- 
viduals, or placed on deposite. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia said he did not object to the resolution 
of the gentleman from Georgia. and would take this occasion to 
state, upon information on which he could rely, that no com- 
— had at any time been paid by the Secretary, either to 

rokers or other persons, to convert Treasury notes into specie, 

and that Treasury notes had at no time been exchanged by him 
below their par value—that the course pursued by the Secre- 
tary had been to require that the specie should be deposited sub- 
ject to his draft, before the Treasury notes were parted with by 
him. 
Mr. KING thereupon moved a suspension of the rules, 
and asked the yeas and nays on that motion; which were 
ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas 74,nays74. [Not two- 
thirds. ] 

So the rules were not suspended. 

On motion of Mr. C. MORRIS, 

Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Columbia 
be instructed to inquire into the ee of authorizing 
the purchase ofa sufficient quantity of land in the vicinity of 
the city of Washington for the purpose of erecting an establish- 
ment for the employment and support of the poor in said 
city, upon the principle adopted in Salem, Massachusetts, and 
other places. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing a port of entry 
at Marietta, Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. WELLER, 

Resolved, That a select committee of three be appointed to 
inquire whether any of the officers of this House have, during 
the present session of Congress, furnished, at the expense of 
the Government, stationery to any person not entitled by law 
to ~ same, and ascertain and report the probable value 


ereof. 
Qn motion of Mr. SAMUELS, 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be in 
structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing James 
Chambers a pension from an earlier period than the 15th of 
June, 1839 

On menon of Mr. WORTHINGTON, 

Resolved, That the resolutions of the Legislature of the 
State of Maryland in relation to the improvements of the harbor 
ol Havre-de-Grace, passed at December session, 1838, and now 
on the files of the House, be reterred to the Committee on Com- 
merce; and also the resolutions of the Legislature of the same 
Biate, in relation to the establishment of a national foundry at 
or near Havre-de-Grace, now on the files of the House, be re- 
ferred to the Select Committee on the Foundry. 


On motion of Mr. STEENROD, 

Resolved, That the Commitee on the Post Office and Poat 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
biishing a postroute from the city of Wheeling, via Belen’s 
Riation, Soellnan’s, Fish Creek, to Woodlands Post Office, Mar- 
shall county, Virginia. 

Ou motion of Mr. P. F. THOMAS, 

Resolved, Thatso much o! the annual report of the Secre- 
tary of the Navyas relatesto the claim for arrears of pension 
ct Maria Harrison, only child of John Garde, deceased, late a 
sailing master on board the United States ship L’Insurgente, 
together with the proofs and other papers therewith submiued, 
be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed to 
inquire how much, if any thing, is justly due from the Unite 
Siaies to Adolphus Burghart, now deceased, who was a soldie 
or officer in the army of the United States a part of the tim, 
during the last war with Great Britain; or to his heirs or lega. 
representatives, on account ofarrearages of his pay or loss 0 , 
his property while in the service as such soldier or officer. | 

Mr. TOLAND offered the following, which lies over: 
































Resolved, That f-ur thousand copies of the report of the S8e- : 


lect Committee on the Smithsonian Bequest be printed for the 
use of the members. 

Mr. J. JOHNSON submitted the following, which lies 
over: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
be, and he is hereby, directed to keep an account of all sta- 
tionery furnished to each member of the House, designating the 
portions furnished at the folding room, at the Capitol, and at 
other places; and that, hereafter, no arucles of stationery be de- 
livered, except upon personal application, or the written order 
of members. 

On motion of Mr. PETRIKIN, 

Resolved, ‘What the s:lect committee appointed to inquire 
whether any of the officers of this House, etc. are engaged, or in 
any way concerned, for the promotion of private claims against 
the Government, be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
bringing ina bill prohibiting any clerk, or other officer of either 
House of Mongress, or any person holding any office or ap- 
pointment under the Government of the United States, acting 
as agent nor attorney in the prosecution efany claim against the 
Covernment of the United States, during the pending of said 
claim before either House of Congress, or before the Depart- 
meuts, agents, or officers of the Government; and that said com- 
mittee have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion ot Mr. GALBRAITU, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
inquire into the expediency of granting a pension to Mary 
Breokhouser, of Crawford county, Pennsylvahia, for the ser- 
vices of her husband in the Revolutionary war. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire into 
the expediency of extending the jurisdiction of the United States 
courts over those parts of the Great Lakes within the boundaries 
of the United States; or of extending the jurisdiction of the 
State of Pennsylvania, by express terins, over that part of Lake 
Erie west of the New York line, east of the Ohio State line, and 
north of the territorial line, between the United States and the 
British Provinces of Canada; and also inquire into the expedi- 
ency of establishing a branch of the United States court at Erie, 
in the State of Penneylyania, 

On motion of Mr. R. GARLAND, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affaire inquire into 
the expediency and justice of paying to James Fenasye, late a 
private in the Marine Corpa, the sum of $19 66, which he claims 
as prize money for assisting in the capture of certain Algerine 
vessels in the Mediterranean sea in the year 1815, and that the 
letters from the Secretary of the Navy and said Fenasye, hereto 
annexed, be referred to said committee. 

On motion Mr. CHINN, 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of rendering uniform the times, 
places, and manner of electing members of the House of Re- 
presentatives of the Congress of the United States, and that they 
report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. DOAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post route from Scott to Locust Grove, and from Win- 
chester to Locust Grove, in Adams county, Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. WELLER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of granting a pension to 
the widow of Captain Philemon Gatewood, of the revenue eer- 
vice, who died from disease contracted in the service of the 
United States, whilst co-operating with the naval forces on the 
coast of Florida. 

On motion of Mr. REID, : 

Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Columbia 
be instructed to inquire what provision is made for the prison- 
eis for crime and for debt in this District; and also into the ex- 
pediency of making new provision for their support. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be request- 
ed to cause to be prepared and communicated to this House, at 
the commencement of the next session, all the opinions of the 
Attorney General and other officers connected with the Execu- 
tive, which give coustruction to the public laws not of a tempo- 
rary character. 


On motion of Mr. TRIPLETT, . ; : 

Resolved, That aselect committee be raised to inquire and 
report wheiher any legislation be necessary to prescribe the 
form of returns which shall entitle persons claiming to be elect. 
ed members of the House, to be admitted to seats and to partici- 
pate in the organization thereof; and, if so, to report a bill pre- 
scribing the form of said return. 

On motion of Mr. STEENROD, 7 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be required to inform 
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this House, at as early a day as practicable, of the causes and the aT 


extent of the detention of the mail and of the irregularity of its 
conveyance between Wheeling, in the State of Virginia, aud 
Bridgeport, in the state of Ohio, and also his opinion as to the 
best means for remedying the evil. 

On motion of Mr W. THOMPSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of furnishing w Mr. 
John W. Cochran such facilities as will enable him to construct 
and make a full experiment of the capabilities of his bomb 
cannon. 

Ona motion of Mr. DAWSON, 

Resolved, That the Commuttee of Claims be instructed to 
examine into the preseut laws regulating the compensation of 
the volunteer soldiers for horses be in the varivus campaigns 
against the Indians since 1630, and report what amendments 
are necessary to be made to secure fair and liberal justice to the 
unfortunate soldier who may have lost his property whilst in 
the service of his country. 

On mouon of Mr. SWENEY, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to commu- 
nicate to this Mouse all the information in the possession of the 
War Department relating to the progress, if any, that has been 
made by Government in effecting a tweaty with the Wyandot 
tribe of Indians, for the purchase of their lands in Crawford 
county, Obio, and theis ultimate removal west of the Missis- 
sippi river; and whether a farther appropriation will not be re- 
quired to effect that object. 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN of Ohio, 

Resolved, That the Commitice on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law for 
the erection of soldiers’ batracks at Cleveland, in the State of 
Ohio, and for the purchase of land necessary therefer. 

Oa motion of Mr. BEIRNE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing @ post route from Colesmouth, Kenawha county, Vir- 
ginia, to Louisa, in the State of Kentucky. 

On motionet Mr. DOAN, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Private Land Claims be 
instracted to inquire into the expediency of a reissue of land 
warrants No. Li6l, for 300 acres, issued on the 21st of Februa- 
ry, 18.26, in the name of James Erwin and other heirs at law of 
Joseph Erwin, which said watrant is lost. 

On motion ot Mr. HAND, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing apoat route from Elizabethtown to Moriah, in the State of 
N:w York. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, 

Reeolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting a pen- 
sion to Margaret McIntire. 

On motion of Mr. CLARK, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
do inquire into the propriety of granting a pension, in confor- 
mity to the provisions of the late act of Congresa, to Esther 
Honey well, widow of Matthias Honeywell, late a pensioner of 
the United States. 

On motion of Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS, 

Resolved, That the Comm ttee on Revelutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing the 
heirs of Dr. Samuel Kennedy interest on the five years’ half 
pay granted to his heirs by an act of Congress passed in the 
year 1832. 

On motion of Mr. CROCKETT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estabiish- 
ing a post route from Dresden, Tennessee, to Boysville, near 
the Kentucky line, in Weakly county, in said State. 

On motion of Mr. BELL, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to lay be- 
fore this House, with as little delay as possible, copies of all 
orders and instructions issued from the Departmentto any offi- 
cer of the army, or to any agent of the Government, requiring 
his interference with the Cherokee Indians in the formation of 
a Government for the regulauion of their own internal affairs, 
not inconsistent with the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, or with any existing treaty; also, copies of all instruc- 
tions to any officer or agent of the Government, prescribing 
any particular form of government for the adoption of said In- 
dina, and interdicuing any other form. 

Mr. TURNEY subinitted the following, which was adopted: 

Whereas the claims of the Tennessee volunteers for horses 
lost mm the service of the United States in Florida, have been on 
tile in the office of the Third Auditor of the Treasury for his ad- 
ju lication and payment for some twenty-two months past; and 
whereas every exertion has been made by the said claimants to 
procure the action of said Auditor or said claims, in order that 
that they might obtain their just dues from the Government, but 
without effect; and whereas many of said claimants, witha large 
number of their fellow-citizens of Tennessee, have forwarded to 
the President of the United Sates their petiuons, briefly stating 
the nature and character of their claims, the great delay, or, in 
fact, a total denial of justice by thus refusing to either al- 
low or reject said claims, and thereby to enable the claimants, 
in the event of the rejection, to appeal to Congress ior relief, 
and for this paipadle dereliction of duty, praying his removal! 
from office; aaa whereas said claimants having exhausted all 
the means in their power to coerce the action of said Auditor 
0. said claims without effect; and whereas said claimants are 
petitioning the Congreas of the United States for the passage of 
some law providing for the payment of said claims during the 
present session, which is likely to pass by without the final 
action of said Auditor in time for the claimants to apply tor 
and obtain relief during the present session; therefore, 

Resolved, That said Auditor forthwith dispose of said claims, 
by either allowing or rejecting them, and that the Secretary of 
War be ins:ructed to superiatend said Auditor, and see that he 
faithfully discharges the duties herein required. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST called up the joint resolutions for ex- 
amimations and surveys in Narragansett bay, Rhode Island, 
with a view to a naval depot, and for a report of the result from 
the Secretary of the Navy, with such views and opinionsas he 
may deem important, which resolutions were laid over from the 
last resolution day, under the rule, and which he now moved to 
have printed and referred to a Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union, stating that the gentleman on whose 
objection they were laid over, (Mr. Bearry,] had consented to 
withdraw his objection. 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected to the resolutions being called up 
for debate at this time, but not to the reference. 


The resolutions were referred, and ordered to be printes, ac- 
cording to the mouon. 

CUMBERLAND ROAD, &c. 

Mr. RARIDEN, pursuant to notice, asked leave to introduce 
a bill making appropriations for the continuation of the Cum- 
berland road rough Ohio, Indiana, and Hlinois. Mr. R. 
said, in asking leave to introduce this bill, he did it in good 
faith, and hoped the vote would be given in the same spirit. 
There could (he said) be no propriety in granting the leaye, if 
the same is only to result in the consumption of time by a 
protracted and exciting discussion, without the design finally of 
granting the appropriauon; he therefore hoped the vote for 
leave would indicate the views of the Mouse in regard to the 
appropriation proposed by the bill. 

_ DROMGOOLE moved to lay the motion for leave on the 
tabie. 

Mr. TURNEY (at fifteen minutes before five) moved an 
pcrennnanants which motion, by yeas 39, nays 83, was re- 
jected. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE then withdrew his motion to lay the 
motion for leave on the table, and objected to leave being 
“given.”’ 

And the motion for leave, giving rise to debate, was, under the 
decision of the Cuatr, ordered to lie over: when 

Mr. RARIDEN moveda suspension of the rules for the pur- 
pose of considering the motion for leave at this time. 

Several motions for adjournment were made and with- 
drawn. 

On the suggestion af Mr. CASEY, 

Mr. RARIDEN appealed from the decision of the Cuair, that 
the mo ion for Jeave,giving rise to debate, mustlie over,and asked 
the previous question; which was seconded. 

The main question was ordered, being on sustaining the de- 
cision of the Cuarr. 

Pending which, on motion of Mr. TURNEY, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Tvespay, March, 24, 1840. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial of sundry proprietors 
and managers of American steam vessels, on the Impolicy and 
injustice of certain enactments of the proposed law relaung to 
eee which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 

yrinted. 

' Mr. PRESTON presented a memorial of Iliram ‘Powers, 
now a resident of the city of Florence, praying that works of 
art executed by Americans in foreign ceuntries may be im- 
poe tree of duty; which was laid on the table, and ordered to 
ye printed. 

Mr. DAVIS presented a memorial of inhabitants of the town 
of Sippicaa, Massachusetts, 'prayirg that it may be made a 
port of entry; which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the memorial of Benjamin Ho- 
mans and Alfred B. Claxton, of the city of Washington, pray- 
ing that they may be released from the penalty of a certain 
bond; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WHITE presented a memorial and joint resolution of 
the Genera! Assembly of the State of Indiana, asking a further 
appropriation for the construction of a barbor at Michigan city, 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce, and or 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented a memorial of the Legisla 
ture of Indiana, praying Congress to make an appropriauion for 
the completion of the Cumberland Road; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the Public Lands, to 
which the subject was referred, reported a bit authorizing the 
inhabitants of section 10 south, range 1 east, to locate a half sec- 
ion of land for school purposes; which was read, and ordered 
toasecond reading. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, to which 
was referred 

The memorial of John W. Thompson, and 

The memorial of James Morgan, 
made unatavorable reports thereon; which were ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. H. from the same committee, also reported a bill for the 
relief of Hugh Stewart; which was read, and ordered toa second 


reading. 
REFINED SUGAR DRAWBACK. 

Mr. BENTON asked the indulgence of the Senate while he 
should correct an error intowhich he had fallen a few day ago 
in relation to the part which a late Senator of the United States 
had acted in the year 1828, in regard to the drawback on refined 
sugar: he spoke of Governor Dickerson of New Jersey. Ile 
had represenied that gentleman, when he opened the subject of 
the sugar and rum drawback a few days ago, as having made 
the proposition, and carried it throagh, to raise the drawback 
on refined sugars exported, from four cents to five cents a pound. 
On looking over the dehate to which that proposition gave rise, 
which was in the month December, 1828, he (Mr. B.) found that 
it was Gen. Suuirn, of Maryland, who made the proposition, 
and that Governor Dickerson was one ef those who opposed it, 
both by speaking against it and voting against it; arguing that 
the additional cent would be a bounty on the exportation of the 
article, and an encouragement to fraud, such as had taken place 
in the run and snuff drawbacks. Time and events bad proved 
these opinions were right; and the bill which he (Wr. B.) had 
brought in to reduce drawbacks was intended, among other 
things, to correct the erroneous legislation in relation te the 
sugar drawback, which commenced in the act of 1828, and was 
so greatly aggravated by the compromise act of 1833. 7 

Mr. B. said it was with some pride that he looked back to his 
own course at the time this drawback was raised. He was the 
first Senator that spoke against it, and the only speaker against 
it on the first day, when he spoke three times. The next day 
Governor Dickerson and Mr. Tezewell spoke against it; but 
without being able to arrest the bill, which immediately passed, 
and now stands as another monument o! the evils of hasty le- 
gislation. Although the whole subject was new to him, yet, 
Mr. B. said, the report of the debate shows that he saw the evils 
of the measure distinctly at that day, and was the first to de- 
nounce them; and that every evil came to pass precisely as he 
argued that it wou'd. His argument was that this additional one 
e cent per pound on the exportation of refined sugar, would bea 
bounty upon its exportation, and an addition to its price at home; 
that the manufacturers then had a monopoly of the home su})- 
ply of refined sugar in consequence of the duty of twelve cents 
per pound on foreign refined sugar; that one cent a pound on 


such an article as sugar, where the dealer could j Crease hj 
siness so largely, though small in the detail eitinaes in - 
aggregate; and must induce the refiners to make enormo — 
portauions, to the injury ot the Treasury and of the country - 
to the Treasury on account of the great sums it would 
from it—and to the country because they would have to mite 
additional price equal to the additional drawback i vo 
quoted the words of his speech: ae 
“The effect of the bill was to give one cent remiy 
every pound of sugar refined and reported. If the refi 
could export at present, the additional bounty (for he ul 
look upon it in no otherlight) of one cent, would jaan 
mense shipments, or great and exorbitant Profits be exacted 
“While cut off from the competition of foreigners by adut 
twelve cents per pound on imported refined sugars, the refi : 
eet ee drawback of five cents on the peusd 
his Was a attempt at monopoly, and woul . 
asa direct bounty.” wren aise 7 
These were his objections to the act twelve years ago. H 
was answered by General Smith, that “if the bil] passer] : 
whole average amount of the exportations wou\q are . 
$1,007;”’—*that 100,000 pounds might be exported ip a on ~ 
stead of 34,000.” Mr. Woodbury, the present Secretary of es 
Treasury, concurred with General Smith in his genera) vom, 
and stated the drawback that yearto be about $2000 (which 
would give about 50,000 pounds for the export,) and sy . 
that it might rise to the amount supposed by General Smith 
These were the opinions at the time; and now forthe results. 
A table received from the Registerofthe Treasury (Majo; 
Smith) in answerto an a to him, shows that in 
drawback on the export of theee refined sugars from 1828, when 
the drawback was raised, til 1833, when the compromise ac; 
a — was: 
n 


$2,045 In 1831 63.688 
1829 45,092 1832 42.540 
18°0 84.250 


Such was the enormous and instant increase! 

This table shows that the objections to ths bill were well 
taken, and have been justified by the event. The drawback 
was raised in December, 1828; the next year the amount paid 
rose from $2,000 to $45,000; the year after to $84,000; and in 
the four years the amount paid for this drawback was about 
$280,000; being upwards of double the amount paid on that 
head from the foundation of the Government up to the year 
1828. The whele amount paid for these drawbacks trom 
1789 to 1828 was about $130,000; the fact of more thay 
doubling this amount in four years after 1828 proves 
that the additional cent on the drawback was, what it 
had been charged to be, a premium out of the Treasury, 
and a naked bounty uponexportation.” This was the effect 
under the act of 1828; and bad eneugh it was; but then came 
the compromise act to reduce the duty on raw sugar, with bi- 
ennial reductions, until it will go down to less than one cent 
per pound, while the drawback remains at five! The conse- 
quence of this new error is another excessive augmentation -: 
the export of refined su,ara, and the drawback payable upon 
them. In 1839, this export had actually arrived ai upwards of 
five millions of pounds per annum, drawing above $250,000 
out of the Treasury in a single year! and this still on the in. 
crease; for the great reductions of duty, and the greatest temp- 
tations to export, are yet to come: they come in 1841 and 1512, 
and thereafter until the actof 1833 isamended. 

Mr. B. then showed ihe annual increase of drawback on re- 
fined gugar, under the compromise act, to be, after it began to 
opera‘e, in 1835: 


For 1835, $42,929 | For 1£38, $145,494 
1836, 83.768 1539, 251,301 
1837, 100,642 


This, he said, was the effect of the act for five years, and the 
five during which its operation was less beneficial to the ex. 
porter than it would be hereafter. Proceeding in the same ra- 
tio of increase, in three or four years more, when the sugar 
duty comes down to 20 per cent. on the value, the fact would 
be that the whole revenue from sugar would be insufficient to 
pay the drawback! At present, the drawback is more than 
twice tov much: it 1s One-fifth too much under the act of 18.5; 
and it is made double too much by the operation of the com- 
promise act. During the last year alone, ihe two acts together 
ee the sugar refiners about $150,0% more than iey ought to 

ave received. Alter 1842, if these acts are not altered, these 
refiners will receive about five (imes as much as ‘hey wou! be 
entitled to under a fair adjustment of the drawbac®, 2nd, conse- 
quently, would increase their exportations until the whole su. 
gar revenue would be absorbed in the payment of their draw- 
back! He (Mr. B.) in his previous opening speech, had sup- 
posed that the drawback already absorbed the whole sugar re- 
venue; but that was an error—an error as to time only; for, al- 
ter 1842, the whole of this revenue might actually be absorbed 
in that way. The molasses and ealt revenue, he had shown, 
were to be absorbed in the same way, unless prevented by 
timely legislation. ; 

Mr. B. said it had always been considered a Gengerves thing 
to allow a drawback in a case where an article had passed out 
of the hands of the collector, or had broken bulk, or had changed 
its form. Both Mr. Tazewell and Mr. Dickerson spoke of this 
danger in 1828, and instanced the famous case of the snuff draw- 
back in 1798; and Mr. Tazewell showed the sugar drawback " 
be a remnant of the old excise on sugar in 17%, and again during 
the late war. By this excise, the sugar refiners paid 4 oo a 
potind to the Treasury on all the sugar refined by them; ant! 
they exported any part which had paid this 4 cents, they drew 
it back. At the same time, to enable them to pay this excise, 
and to make a better source of revenue, Congress gave them & 
monopoly of the home market for refined sugars, by puts 
probibitory duty of ]2 cenison the pound on imported refined 
sugars. This was the origin of the sugar drawback. The 
cise had long since ceased; but its two children, the monope'y 
and the drawback, survived; and this drawback was inch “i 
one-fifth in 1828, and is now doubled under the act of 1833, 4 
will soon be quadrupled, if that actisnetaltered. - 

Mr. B. said his only object this morning wasto do justice Sed 
former member of this body, Mr. Dickerson, whom he z 
placed on the wrong side of a most important question; # 
shew that that gentleman, and Mr. Tazewell, and he might os 
himself, (for he was the first se them to oppose the inc oe 
ed drawback of 1828) were all right in their opposition 10 > 
measure, and in their predictions of its effects in simulate 
portations of refined eugar, and kee up the price at hom, 
and draining large sums unduly from the ry. 


The Senate then went into Executive session; 
And afterwards adjourned. 


a 


Mr. RAR 
of cor 
"ie KAN 
wently ¢ 
7 BAN 
Mr. DAV 


ordered. 
The mou 
The ques' 
cided in the 
The SPE 
House te be 
(Mr. GARLA 
tee on the I 
charge the | 
testimony. 
Mr. BOT 
tinuation, h 
and coaunu 
hour, when 
The Sena 
read twice, 
On moud 
The Hou 
of the Unio 
considerati¢ 
Mr. TRU 
asanxious | 
person, but 
the issue. 
out in anuc 
Such had b 
be the prete 
velieved the 
in its preset 
Secretary t 
deemed it n 
to be oppose 
with anoth 
aisome ler 
and others, 
of credit, w 
papers, giv! 
Constituuol 
pressly for 
any such p 
favor of a ke 
cific and e: 
cause It wa 
abil efcres 
he did not 
seemed to tl 
had, on the 
wise, when 
dent that th 
borrow any 
and contet 
be benefic 
and, on the 
to, it would 
vernment, 
means of t 
those instit 
carry on th 
show that t 
bank paper 
crease alld 
complainec 
ce. He | 
Ways and | 
These insti 
the credito 
these not 
merchants. 
abroad, it 
w the 1 
part of the 
aplan that 
would iner 
systom of 
bank mone 
aod 80 ma 
under the ¢ 
changes an 
ony other g 
Treasury, 
Would hav 
the stand it 
T. having « 
Mr EVa 
his remark 
Mr. BLA 
the special 
areport; an 
lee rise to 
€ ques 
and Weut 
47, noes 78, 
Mr. EVs 








—— - ~~ 


ir 


Far? r vr TFT aAaon tors so & 


that 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tvespay, March 24, 1540. 
Mr RARIDEN moved a supension of the rules, for the pur- 
of continuing the call of the States for resolutions. 
Vie RAMSEY demande the yeas and nays, which were sub- 
wently ordered. 
t. BANKS moved a cali of the House. 


Mr. DAVIES demanded the yeas and nays; which were not 


len fer a call was then decided in the negative. 

The question on suspending the rules was then taken, and de- 
cided in the negative—yeas 47, nays 83. . 

The SPEAKER then announced the business before the 
House te be the amendment of the gentleman from Louisiana 
(Mr. GARLAND] to the motion to print the report of the commit- 
ie on the New Jersey elections—the amendment being to dis- 
charge the committee from the further consideration of certain 
 BOTTS, who was entitled to the floor, resumed, in con- 
tinuation, his remarks, where he left offon Saturday morning, 
apd continued speaking until the expiration of the morning 

our, When ; 
ne Senate bills on the Speaker’s table were then taken up, 
readtwice, and committed; after which, 

0 mouon of Mr. JONES of Virginia, 

The House went into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, Mr. DAWSON in the Chair—and resumed the 

jderation of the Treasury note bill. 

Mr. TRUMBULL, who was entitled to the floor, said he wa 
ssanxious te supply the Government with funds as any other 
person, but he objected to the ground assumed as a cause for 
the issue. It wasasked only for a temporary purpose—to pay 
outin anticipation of receipts from revenues during the year. 
Such had been the excuse for former issues, and such would 
be the pretext for the future. He took exception, because he 
velieved there Was a permanent deficit. He objected to the bill 
in its present form, because he believed it would empower the 
Secretary to issue from ten to sixty mil’: : the year, if he 
deemed it necessary, instead of five millions. Me was understood 
whe opposed to it, also, because he believed it to be connected 
with another system the Sub-Treasury system. He argued 
aisome length, and cited the authority of Crawford, Dallas, 
anothers, (oO show thatthe issue of Treasury notes, as bills 
oferedit, were unconstitutional; and ‘adverted to the Madison 
papers, giving the debates of the convention which formed the 
Coostituuon, by which he showed that the authority was ex- 
pressly forbidden to the Government by that convention. If 
any such power at all existed, it was by implication. He was in 
favor of a loan, because the power in the Constitution was spe- 
cificand express; and opposed tothe issue of these notes, be- 
cause 1t was expressly denied, if they be issued in the form of 
abilletcredit. He was not in favor of a national debt, though 
he did not believe it such a great curse as some gentlemen 
seemed tothiak. The debt incurred tocarry onthe last war 
haionthe other hand, proved rather a blessing than other- 
wise, when he considered the termination of it. He was confi- 
dent that the creditof the Government was such thatit could 
borrowany amount necessary, and pay it at itsown option; 
and contended that by thus borrowing from abroad, it would 
be beneficial to the business operations of the country; 
and, on the other hand, that if the issue of the notes be resorted 
to, it would cripple the business—for the reason that the Go. 
vernment, by its superior credit, could poesess itself of the 
means of the banks—wouid absorb all the means by which 
those institutions usually afford facilities to the merchants to 
carry on their operations. He then went into an argument to 
show that these notes Were as Much a Currency as State bonds, 
bank paper, and post notes, and that they would tend to in. 
crease all difficulties of which a portion of the country now 
complained—that there was too much paper, and too little spe- 
ce. He believed, with the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, that the issue of notes would help the banks. 
These institutions, in consequence of the doubt hanging over 
the credit of the trading community, would invest the funds in 
these notes, and would take just so much from the 
merchants. If the money be borrowed on loan from 
abroad, it would be beneficial both to the banks and 
© the merchants. The issue of these nots was a 
jartof the pian to carry out the gold and silver system— 
aplan that could not be accomplished without it. He belived it 
would increase the power of the Executive over the money 
fystom of the country, which was more dangerous than the 
tank money power of which there were so joud complaints 
td 80 many apprehensions. He aiso argued to show that, 
under the awe of the Bank of the United States, the ex- 
changes and currency were in much better condition than under 
tny other system. e contended that, under an Independent 

teasury, or a hard money system, the Governiment never 
would have been able to pay off its national debt, or assumed 
ihe stand it pow occupies among the nations of theearth. Mr. 
T having coneluded after a long argument, 

Mr EVANS obtained the floor, and was about proceeding in 
his remarks on the bill, but yielded to 

Mr. BLACK, who said this was the day on which it was made 
the special duty of the Select Committee on Printing to make 
‘report; and, with that view, he woyld move that the commit- 
Wee rise to enable him to make that report. 

© question on rising was taken by tellers, {Messrs. HupBaRD 


and ak ate . 
a le acting assuch,] and decided in the negative—ayes 


Mr. EVANS resumed. He regretted that the subject of the 
mances of the Governgent had excited so litile attention. 
the subject of th TSordered finances had been under con- 
fle tation, the committee had with difficulty kept a quorum. 
be as in advance, that if he voted for this bill at all, it would 
of Breat reluctance, and becauge of the absolute necessity 
'S Passage to secvrs the credit of the Government. It had 
ri said by the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
fans, that this bill was merely iatesded as a temporary ar- 
\erene to meet the irregularities in the receipts and dis- 
ments—to anticipate at the present time the receipts of the 
ae year, which would be adequate to meet within that time 
 wams of the Government. He did not look upon in 
Mere anticipation uf ‘ieans coming into the Trea- 
i. during the year, but beiieved there was a permanent 
4 owen Treasury; and thought it the duty of the chairman 
nie. and Means and the Secretary of the Treasury, so to 
. este country, that a proper and permanent remedy might 
and eed. He then exaniined the fluctuations in the recei 
ting pocnaitures of former oars, to show that there was no- 
Peculiar in the conditien this year, in that respect, 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


which rendered it necessary now,any more than at that time, to 
make an issue of notes to equalize the receipts and disburse. 
ments, except indeed the two millions of Treasury notes which 
fell due on the first quarter of this year. The measure—the issue 
of these notes— stood on a stranger ground than on that of imme- 
diate present necessity. It could not be defended on the ground 
of fluctation in the revenues—on the ground of mere anticipa- 
tion of the receipts. There wasa higher ground—a permanent 
deficiency in the revenues ofthe country. He then went into an 
examination of the question of revenues in expectation,and con- 
tended that, by reduction in the tariff, and other causes, the reve- 
nue of this year would not approach any where near thet of the 
last and previous years. To prove that there was a permanent 
deficit in the Treasury, and that the revenues of the Govern- 
ment for the last three years have not been suflicient to meet the 
disbursements, he adverted to the fact that the five millions 
which were authorized to be kept in the Treasury, to meet sud- 
den emergencies, (and which, by some inalvertence, was in- 
creased to upwards of six millions,) the amounts falling due 
from the suspended bonds of the merchants, and the sale of the 
United States Bank bonds, and other sources, amounting to 
twenty-four millions, and notreceived during that time from the 
revenues, had all been expended, to meet the wants of the Go- 
vernment, within the past three years: thus showing an expen 
diture of eight millions more in each year, for the last three 
years, than was receivedirom revenues. From this state of 
things, he believed there was a permanent deficit, and 
that the receipts of this year will not be sufficient to meet the 
expenditures. Another reason which induced him te believe 
that the revenue would not be as great as was anticipated by 
by the Secretary, was the fact, thatthe packets from Liver- 
pool, which usually came in full, are now arriving in New York 
daily, almost empty; and instead of now bringing geods dutia 
ble, they are carrying away goods, which the merchants had in 
store, and for which there was no sale, and thus receiving 
drawbacks, and causing another demand upon the Treasury 
notanticipated. Mr. E. contended that a loan could be easily 
effected; there was money enough, but no demand; currency 
enough, but there was a stagnation of all business; every thing 
was falling; manufactures stopping; in factevery thing which 
constituted the business of the country was stagger- 
ing. All these causes combined to cut off the revenues 
of the country. He believed, however, there was a healthy 
activn going on, though it was a severe one. ‘The na- 
tion was now exporting large'y; but all this went to pay the 
debts abroad, which was certainly very desirable; but the ves. 
sels carrying out did not bring any thing back to contribute to- 
wards the receipts from revenues. Mr. E was confident that 
there was a permanent deficit in the Treasury, and thought the 
Secretary of the Treasury should have made a faithful exposi- 
tion of the condition of the finances, instead of concealing and 
covering it up. He was of the opinion thatthe Secretary had 
underrated, in his estimates, the probable expenditures of the 
Government for the year; and cited many objects which he 
deemed absolutely necessary, and which he thought might pass 
this session, not included in those estimates. 

Mr. E. without concluding, yielded the floor to 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, who moved that the committee rise; 

Which question was taken by tellers, (Messrs Jones of Vir- 
ginia, and Davis, acting as such,) who reported that there were 
ayes 60, noes 90. So the committee refused to rise. 


Mr. EVANS resumed, and said he was not speaking to delay 
the passage of the bill, or worry the patience of the House. He 
then went on to show the depressed condition of the business of 
the country; and said that he had just been informed that a let- 
ter had been received from New York, which gives the amount 
of duties paid on cargoes of four ships, compared with that of 
last year in same vessels, showing that the duti:s on the said 
cargoes are but one-seventh asgrcat as last year, 

It he believed with the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, that the measure was only a temporary one, that 
the relief here sought was only to anticipate the means that 
were to come intothe Treasury within the year, he would not 
hesitate to give it his support: believing, as he did, that this de- 
ficiency was permanent, and that it would increase; and being 
desirous to see some permanent provision made, he should much 

refersome other measure. The honorable chairman tells the 

fouse that there was necessity for immediate relief; that we 
have not time to turn about and seek other modes of relief; and 
he agreed with him. Ie was constrained to say that he believed 
this measure stands between Government and actual bank- 
ruptcy: nay,he believed that there were at that moment protested 
drafts now in the Treasury. Under these circumstances, much 
as he would have preferred some other mode of relief, he should 
be reluctantly compelled to give it his vote. 


Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina followed in opposition to 
the bill, contending that it was a violation of the Constitution of 
the Government to issue Treasury notes. He was understood 
to be in favor ofadirect loan. He reviewed the policy of the 
past and present Administrations in relation to the currency, 
and attributed all the present embarrassments of the business 
ofthe country toghat cause. He censured the course of the 
Government in relation to the Florida war, and was in favor of 
sending a much larger force there, which he believed was the 
only means by which that war could be successfully termina- 
ted. He also examined some of the provisions of the Sub-Trea- 
sury bill, and denounced that measure as one fraught with 
many evils—as being very injurious to the best interests of the 
country. Mr. Tabefore concluding, yielded the floor to 

Mr. MONROE, who moved that the committee rise; and, 

Tellers having been called foron that motion, Messrs. RaM- 
say and Hvpparp were appointed as such, who reported 
that there were—ayes 60, noes 93. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

Mr. THOMPSON then resumed, and concluded,his remarks 
DN Opposition to the principles of the bill. 

Mr. NISBET then obtained the floor, and addressed the 
House at some length in favor of the bill. He considered the 
issue of Treasury notes, as provided forin the bill, to be in ef- 
fect the borrowing of money, and therefore constitutional. But 
to take away even the semblance of bills of credit, he con- 
cluded by offering an amendment, as follows: 

“Provided, that the notes pruposed to be issued in virtue of 
this actshall bear interest of not less than two, nor more than 
six, per cent. at the discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
with the advice of the President.” 

Mr. BIDDLE then obtained the floor, but gave way to 

Mr. HABERSHAM, who offered an amendment, to come in 
the second section, as follows: 

“Which said notes shall be negotiable by endorsement only, 


| 

















and subject to the same rulesand restrictions as inland bills of 


exchange, but without liability of endorsers.” 

Mr. BIDDLE said his position as a dissenting member of the 
Commitee of Ways and Means rendered it almost absolutely 
necessary (o say something on this bill. He did not believe 
there was sufficient time now to discuss any of the topics 
in the measure, as fully as he could have wished, and as he 
would have done if he had obtained the floor at an earlier 
day. The President saye he wants the money. He would 
much rather, at the end of the year, find himself the dupe of 
the President than peril the credit of the Government by in- 
terposing upposition to the passage of the bill. He then com- 
mented at length on the annual message of the President, with 
a view to show that the possible contingencies which he said 
might render it neceasary to issue Treasury notes, had not oc- 
curred. He examined the bill in all its coustitutional bear- 
ings, and referred to the proceedings of the convention which 
formed the Constitution, and to the opinions of ex-President 
Jackson and others, in support of bis argument that the iasue 
of Treasury notes could only be defended as an act of extreme 
emergency, on account of its dangerous tendencies. He was 
understood to be in favor of a direct loan, which, he said, 
could be easily effected, as there was a vast deal of capital 
lying idle in the city of New York, in consequence of the loss of 
confidence in the community, and which was seeking for safe 
investments. 

Tie question was then taken on Mr. Nispet’s amendment, 
and decided in the negative. 

Mr. HAGERSHAM then addressed the House in support of 
his amendment. He said he was induced to offer it, because 1t 
had been stated by the chairman that these notes were notin 
tended to be circulated as money. If it was not so intende’, 
there could be certainly no objection tothe amendment. But 
if this amendment was not admitted, and the notes were 1.- 
tendedto circulaie, his colleague (Mr. Nispet,) must agree 
with him that the bill was unconstitutional, Me believed thee 
notes were bills of credit within the meaning of the Constitution, 
and they would circulateas money without the restriction in 
his amendment. During the late war, similar notes circulated 
as money, aud depreciated about twenty-five per cent. like the 
continental money, notwithstanding they bore interest. The 
notes, as proposed to be issued, will circulate as money, and 
as such came within the description denominated bills of credit. 
He cited decisions of the United States courts in several in- 
stances to sustain his opinion. Tlis object was to take away the 
power tocirculate these notes as money, and give them the 
character of prommissory notes or bills ofexchange. Mr. H. 
addressed the House at some length in support of his amend- 
ment. After which, 

Mr. WARREN spoke at‘considerable length, and with much 
earnestness, in opposition to the bill, opposing it both on the 
grounds of expediency and cousinutonality, and, in the coure 
of his remarks, commenting on the Sub Treasury bill, the 
Bank of the United States, the deposite banks, etc. 

Mr. BAKNARD then rose, and after some remarks on tle 
course the debate had taken, asked the House to indulge him, 
by postponing the further consideration of the subject till to- 
morrow. He wished to address the House in favor of his 
amendment, but was physically unable to proceed this evening. 
{Cries of question, question, were heard.) Mr. B. said thet 
gentlemen could not put him down by cries of question, quee- 
tion, and he now gave them notice, if inerruptions of this kind 
were persisted in, he would continue on the fluor so long ashe 
wasable to stand. Mr. B. then moved that the committee 
rise. 

‘Vellers were called for, and Messrs. Dromcoouk and WELLER 
were chosen, when the question was taken, and the tellers 1m - 
ported ayes 53, noes 90. 

Mr. BARNARD, afier a few remarks, again moved that the 
cemmitice rise, 

Tellers were called for, and Messrs. Hortemanand James 
were chosen; who, on counting the votes passing between them, 
reported ayes 1, noes 85, the Whig members generally, sub 
silentio, refusing to vote. , 

A quoram not faving voted in consequence, : 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said thathe was under an impression 
that there was a quorum present; and he would therefore in- 
quire if it was in order to have a count of the members v ho 
were within the bar. He maintained that the commitiee could 
sit and wait for the arrival of a quorum, if one was not pre- 
sent; but he wished the fact to be ascertained by an actual 
count. 

The CHATR[Mr. Dawson] said, that as a quorum had not 
voted, the committee must rise, and report that fact to the 
House. The yeas and nays could not be taken in commitiee, 
and there was no way of ascertaining whether a quorum was 
present, but by an actual count. ‘ 

Mr. CRARY said the fact wo=!4 be ascertained on the very 
next question, and that was on a motion forthe committee to rise 
and report the want of a qnorum. : 

Mr. HOFFMAN contended that in conformity with the prac- 
tice of the House and with parliamentary usage, no moton s 
neceasary, but that the committee must of necessity rise and re - 
port the fact to the House when there is not a quorum —— 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said the question resolved itself into thie: 
whether the fact of a quorum’s not voting was conclusive evi- 
dence that a quorum was not present. 

Mr MONROE would like to know how the gentleman could 
arrive at the fact that there was a quorum present but by the 
votes taken. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE. It can be ascertained by an actual 
count of the members present. 

The CHAIR was of opinion that in the event of a quorum not 
voting, the committee must rise and report the fact to the House. 
This was in conformity with the former practice of the House. 

Mr. BAN KS observed that the rule, as laid down by te Ma- 
nual, (which was adopted as the rules of the Iouse,) to direct 
the rising of the Committee of the Whole, was, that the question 
should be put on a motion that the committee rise. Now, he 
presumed that the chairman cov'i not put the question on his 
own motion, but that the question must te put on the motion of 
amember. He was willing to admit that a practice had p.e- 
vailed here in direct opposition to this rule; but the former 
Speaker informed him that he was correct im this view of the 
subject, and that he had / given contraty decisions in con- 
formity with the practice of the House. It was evident that 
there wag a querum present, though there was nol a quorum 
voting. 

Mr HOLLEVAN observed that it was impossible to recon- 
eile their minds tothe fact that there was not a quoruin present, 
when they looked round, and saw the number of genlemen 
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within the bar. Weall know, said he, how this state of things 
has arisen. Gentlemen have refused w vote, and thus there 
appears to be no quorum. 5 

Mr. WELLER remarked that it must be well known to every 
man in the House, thal there was a quorum present; that so 
soon as the chairman commenced the count, the Whig mem- 
bers generally ieft their seats, and withdrew from the bar, in 
order that a quorum might not be found, and the House com- 
pelied to adjourn, and thus postpone the passage of the bill. 
The chairman could not of course count those who had with- 
drawn from the bar, but he desised that the country should 
know the trick resorted to by Whig gentlemen here to prevent 
the presence of a quorutn, 

The commitiee then (under the decision of the Cuam) rose, 
and reported the fact tothe House, that there was not a quorum 
voting. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved a call of the House. 

Mr. RICE GARLAND moved an adjournment; and 

Mr. SMITH of Maine called for the yeas and nays on that 
motion; which were ordered, and, on taking the question, re- 
sulted in—yeas 31, nays 95 

The House refusing to adjourn, and a quorum voting, 

Tine SPEAKER informed the House that a quorum was 
present; and the House again resolved itself into a Committee 
of the whole, Mr. Dawson of Georgia in the chair 

Mr. BARNARD again moved that the commitiee rise. 

Mr. CLIFFORD inquired whether the mouon was in order, 
there having been no business Wansacted in the commutiee 
since the last motion for it to rise, 

The CHAIR decided that the motion was in order, and the 
question was take and decided in the negative—ayes Li, noes 
92, the Whig members, generally, refusing to vote. 

A quorum not having voted— 

Mr. KEIM asked for an actual count of the committee. This 
was, he thought, complete children’s play. ‘Tuere was mani- 
featiy a quorum present. 

Mr. PROFFIT said, then, if there is children’s play, there can 
be a little man’s play toe. 

The CHAIR having decided that it was his duty to rise and 
report the fact that there was no quorum, without (he authority 
of the committee, 

Mr. PETRIKIN raised the point of order that he had a right 
to demand a count of the members present, and it was the duty 
ofthe Cuam to make the count; and on the decision of the 
Cuairag inst him, appealed from the decision 

Mr. CURTIS vbserved that, as there was no quorum, an ap- 
peal could not be in order 

Mr. HOLMES said that was begging the question. What 
was the question before the House? Whether or not there was 
A quorum present; and the gentleman from New York said that 
that question could not be taken, because there was no quorum, 
That was the very petitio principti of the whole question. 

Mr. CURTIS explained 

Mr. (LOLMES said he allowed the gentleman to explain, and 
hie explanation amounted to the same thing that he had before 
advanced. Are we, said Mr. H. by this kind of ruse de guerre 
to be deprived of our rights, by gentlemen’s refusing to pass be- 
tween the tellers? What was the decision of the Cuain? It was, 
that he was obliged to rise and report the fact to the House, that 
a quorum had not voted; an appeal was taken, and the ques- 
tion was, whether the decision of ihe Carr shall stand. On 
this the gentleman from New York said the appeal was not in 
order, because there was ho quorum. For the House to sus- 
tain this positios would be such an absurdity as tu subject 
them to the ridicule of the whole country. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL read the 15U:h rule as applicable to the 
question. ; ‘ 

Mr. ANDREWS rose to a point of order, and inquired 
whether the question was debatable? 

The CHAIR said that an appeal was debatable. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL thought it very important 
quesuon should be seitled. The idea was not to be tolerated 
that the Committee of the Whole was as powerless as 
gentlemen seemed to think. When we see, said Mr. V. a majo- 
rity sitting round uc, canit be pretended that the Cuam has not 
aright to ascertain that majority by acount?) No gendeman 
could rise in his piace and say that there was nota quorum pre- 
sent, when only a moment or twoago it was clearly asceriamed 
that there wasone? There were at leas: one hundred and sixty 
members on the floor when the last vote was taken. Mr. V. then 
read the 150th cule of the House 

The CHAIR then said that he was called upan by the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania to ascertain, by an aciual countof the 
members within the bar, whether there was a quorum present. 
He had ascertained that, under a former decesion ofthe House, 
he had the power to count; but he woul! observe, that when 
he should do so, and-announce the result, it was very question- 
able whether the members could be compelled to vote. The 
CHAIR would then proceed to ascertain, by count, if,there was 
a quorum within the bar 

Mr. RICE GARLAND. Then wecan get outside of the bar: 
and Mr. GanLanpD walked out, followed by Messrs. Barnarp, 
Fitumors, Sarra of Connecticut, and Praorrit; and the Whigs 
generally on tha lefiof the SpzaKeR retreated to the outside of 
the bar—several voices crying, “ran boys, run!” 

Tie CHAIR having counted, announced that there were 107 
members withia the bar. 

Mr WELLER. A numberof gentlemen have left the bar. to 
avoid being counted. IT wish thattac: to be understood through- 
out the country. [hese were Whigs. | 

The CHAIRMAN then descended from the chair, aad an- 
nounced to the House that there was not a quorum present. 

Mr. CRAIG moveda call of the House. 

Mr. PROFFIT moved that the House adjourn; on which 
motion, 

Mr WELLER called for the yeas and nays; and the call 
having been seconded, the question was iaken, and resulted— 
yeas <5. nays 98. i : 

Previous te the result being announced from the Caam, 

Mr. VANDERPOEL announced the fact that the member 
from Massachusetts, Mr. ADAMS, Who was tn his seat, had re- 
fused to vote, and moved thathe be called on to vote, 

The CHAIR said thatthe motion was not now in order, the 
House having, on a former occasion, decded that a motion of 
thie kind coull not be made pending the takingof a vote, and 
the annunciation of the result. 

The SPEAKER said that a quorum being present, the House 
would again resolve uself into a Committee of the Whole on 
the Treasury note bill, 

The House having accordingly resolved itself into a Commit- 
jee of ihe Whole, 


that this 
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Mr. BARNARD, without proceeding in his remarks, again 
moved that the committee rise. 

Tellers were called for, and Messrs. Graves and JAMESON 
were appoite 1; who, on countiag the voters passing between 
them, reported aves 26, noes 67. 

[The Whigs, sub silentio refused to vote.} 

A quorum not voting, the committee rose and reported the 
fact to the Elouse, : 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved a call of the House. 

Mr. BARNARD moved an adjournment. 

Mr. WELLER called for the yeas and nays on the motion to 
adjourn, which having been ordered, the question was taker, 
and resulted—yeas 27, nays 90. 

On this question many Whigs, and Mr. BARNARD, who 
moved the adjournment, did not vote. 

The House having refused to adjourn, and it being ascertain- 
ed by the vote just taken that there was a quorum present, 

The House again resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, 
and took up the Treasury note bill, Mr. Dawson of Georgia in 
the chair. 

And again finding itself without a quorum, reported the fact 
to the House; when 

Mr. DUNCAN moved a call of the House. 

Aad the yeas and nays having been ordered, the question was 
taken, and resulted—yeas 91, nays 21. 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania moved that the House ad- 
ourn. 

_ WELLER called for the yeas and nays, which were er- 
eT ei 

Mr. COOPER then withdrew his motion. 

Mr. PROFFIT renewed it. 

Mr. PETRIKIN calied for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. DAWSON hoped the call! of the House wsuld not be pro. 
ceeded in. He thought no good could arise from conunuing this 
siaie of things. It was now one o'clock, and the members were 
all perfectly exhausted and required rest. 

Mr. COOPER of Ga. expressed the hope that the House 
would adjourn; he was in the habit of rising at five o’clock in 
the morning and would agree to meet the [fouse at that hour, 
but he now required some sleep. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Prorritt’s motion to 
adjourn, and decided in the negative—yeas 23, nays 92. 

Mr. PETRIKEN here asked if it was in order to ca!l on gen- 
tlemen to vote who were in Ubeir seats and declined voting. He 
announced the fact that the gentleman from Vermont (Mr. 
SLApE]} was in his seat when his name was called, and that he 
declined voting. 

The SPEAKER replied that, under a former decision of the 
House, a gentleman could not be called on to vote while the 
vote was being taken, and before the announcement of the re- 
sult. After the result was announced, it was too late to call on 
him. 

Mr. PETRIKIN appealed from the decision of the Cuam, 
but withdrew his appeal, at the request of his friends. 

The call of the House was then proceeded with; when it was 
ascertained that 135 gentlemen answered to their names. 

Mr. CASEY observed that it was now one o’clock, and that 
t was obvious that the House could not force the attendance of 
its members, so as to act on the bi!! to-night; and it did seem to 
him that the business of the country would be better proceeded 
with by adjourning, and commencing atain with the business 
to-morrow, afier being reireshed by rest. Mr. C. then moved 
that all further proceedings under the call be dispensed with. 

Mr. DUNCAN called for the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered. 

Mr. McKAY proposed a compromise to gentlemen. He 
would move that, by general understanding, the committee be 
discharged from all further considerauon, and that until six 
oc lock to-morrow be allowed for discussion in the House. 

Mr. ANDREWS and Mr. PROFFIT objected, and the ques- 
tion on the motion was not put. 

Mr. CASEY withdrew his motion, and, during great disorder 
and confusion, the call of the absent members was proceeded 
with; after which, 

The SPEAKER announced that 146 members had answered 
to their names, and then directed the doors to be closed. 

Mr. DAWSON observed that it must be evident to the House 
that nothing could be accomplished by proceeding with the call 
of the House. By the operation, said he, we are going through 
with now, it willtake ull daylight to get the absent members 
here, and receive their excuses. Those who were to be broug! t 
in by the Sergeant-at-Arms would not be brought in till day- 
light, and, he said, we are to be compelled to sit here till they 
come. Mr. D. thought the whole proceeding was wrong, and 
would be glad of some way of getting rid of it. 

Mr. BEATTY would ask the gentleman whose fault it was 
that they were kept here all the night. It was the fault of the 
Opposition members who so often refused to vote in order to 
prevent a quorum. 

The absentees were agiin called over, when Mr. ANDERSON 
of Kentucky was excused on account ot indisposition. 

Mr. FILLMORE here eaid, that he understood that his col- 
league |Mr. Barnarp] was willing that the: bill should be re- 
ported to the House provided there was an understanding that 
the previous question shou'd not be called. Mr. F. then moved 
to suspend further proceedings under the call. 


Mr ANDREWS of Kentucky called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; when 

Mr. FILLMORE withdrew his motion. 

Mr. HOLMES asked leave to make an appeal to the House— 

[Great noise and confusion.) 

Mr. MONROE objected. He was refused the privilege of 
making an explanation himself. 

Mr. HILLEN moved that Mr. Carrot be excused on account 
of indisposition. 

Messrs. PROFFIT and ANDREWS called for the yeas and 
nays, but they were not ordered, and 

Mr. Carrot. was excused without a division. 

Mr. HOLMES again rose and attempted to address the House 
—but objections being made by several, he sat down. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBAR®, 

Mr. CHAPMAN was excused on account of indisposition. 

On several motions, Messrs. CoLquitt of Georgia, Cranston 
of Rhode Islaad, Ery of Pennsylvania, and Everstr and Gran- 
GER, Were excused. 

Mr. GRAVES maved to excuse Mr. THompson of South 
Carolina; but the House refused to excuse him. 

Mr. STANLY offered the following resolution, which was 
read for iaformation, as follows: 

Whereas the calls of the House heretofore have cost the Go- 
vyernment several hundreds of dollars, by excusing those gen- 
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t!emen who were summoned b gy 
_ y the Sergeant-at. Arms: Then 

Resolved, That those members who shall be 
- attend by the Sergeant-at-arms, shall pay the 
omecer, 

The resolution not being in order but b 
and Mr. DAWSON and others objecting, 
cn it. 


Mr. HOFFMAN moved to suspend furthe ; 
the ca!l; and the question was taken by telleta thee netan : 
and WELLER, } who reported ayes 23, noes79, °~ 13. Cross 
A member here moved that the absentees be sent for. » 
was agreed to, OF; Which 


Mr. DAWSON appealed to the House i 
It = a ¥ daylight 5 No Feconsider that vor 
e CHAIR said that the motion must 
gentleman who voted with the majority, Come from some 

- ear Ses — his resolution; but 

r. DAWS objected, and the questio 
the motion. : : 0 Was Rot put on 

Mr. SLADE moved that the House adjourn, 

Mr. PETKRIKIN called for the yeas and na 
ordered, and the question was taken and deci 
Me. GRAVES moved that all f 

tr. GRAVES moved that all further proceedi 
call be dispensed with. Proceedings under the 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said he would agree to dispense with 
further proceedings under the call, provided - 
quorum present who would agreedto remain her 
business of the country. 

Mr. STANLY called for the yeas and nays on Mr. Graves’; 
motion, which being ordered, resulted—yeas 27, nays 9] ’ 

Mr. ADAMS being one of those present, and not Voting 

Mr. DAWSON moved that Mr. Apams be compelled rt) 
vote. : 

No question being put on this motion, 

Mr. TAYLOR of Ohio offered a resolution that Jon Quiycy 
ADAMS, 2 member of this House, and now in his seat for re. 
fusing tc vote, when called on, on the several questions put 
this evening, and particularly the last, be now required to a. 
swer to his name. 


The SPEAKER said that under a former decision of the 
House, the resolution was not in order. 7 

Mr. JAMES moved that the Ho ise adjourn. 

Mr. WELLER called for the yeas and nays; which, havin 
been ordered, resulted in yeas 27, nays 88. om 

Mr. CRARY here offered a resolution similar to that of Mr 
Taytor of Ohio, requiring Mr. ADAMS to vote—but 

he SPEAKER ruled 1t to be out of order. 

Mr. CURTIS moved that when the House adjourn, it adjour: 
to meet at twelve o’clock noon; which motion was decided jy 
the negative without a division. 


Mr. BEATTY said he would like to know of the Cuara 
what time it would be in order to enforce the rules of the House 
requiring members present to vote. 

The SPEAKER said that, by a former decision of the Hous, 
a motion to require a member to vote could not be receive: 
while the vote was being taken, and before the announcemen 
of the result tothe House After the result was announced the 
question was decided, and it was too late then to require a mem: 
ber tc vote. 

Mr. LEWIS. The House would now see the predicament in 
which 1t was placed by reversing a just decision of thes peakgr 
some days since 

Mr. PROFFIT moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired if a motion to adjourn was in 
order while the process of compelling the attendance 0; absent 
members was going on. He could not consent to adjourn while 
the doors were closed. 

Mr. PROFFIT. Then go out of the window. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE. I do not cioose to go out in that way 

— SPEAKER decided that the motion to adjoura was in 
order. 

Mr. CRARY appealed from the decision of the Car, when 

Mr. PROFFIT withdrew his motion to adjourn. 

Afiera short interval, 

Mr. PROFFIT again moved an adjournment; and 
‘a M © WELLER called for the yeas and nays, which were or 

ered. 

Mr. CASEY appealed to the gentleman to withdraw the mo 
tion. The Sergeant-at-Arms, heunderstood, was in attendance 
with several absent members. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the negative- 
yeas 16. nays 80. 

The SPEAKER announced that the Sergeant-at Arms was 
in attendance, and had presented a list of gentlemen who were 
in his custody, and now present in the House, viz: Messrs. 
Corwin, Hook, Morris, Davisof Indiana, J. Johnson, J. Camp. 
bell, McClellan, C. Morris, Saltonstal), Butler, Campbell o! 
Tennessee, Cushing, Randolph, Montgomery, Hill of North Ca- 
rolina, Fisher, Hastings. Allen of Ohio, Charles Johiston, 

Warren, Kempshall, Giddings, and Geniry. 

The SPEAKER also read the list of those gentlemen who 
could not be found by the officer of the House, and of those whe 
had been summoned and refused to attend. . 

Mr. Corwtn of Ohio being the first on the list, was thea 
called un, and addressed by the Spzaker as foliows. 

“Mr. Corwin, you have been absent from the House without 
leave of the House, and contrary to its laws: if you have a) 
excuse to offer for your absence, the House will now hear i 

Mr. CORWIN eaid he could assign to the House ina ‘ey 
few words the reasons why he was not in his place during 4 
night. He left the House a little before 10 o'clock, while << 
HaxerssaM was speaking on the authority of a gentleman ¥™ 
he thought hada good right to speak as to the views and joie 
tions of the Administration party. He alluded to the gente 
man from New York (Mr. Vanpgnrost.| He inquiredo! = 

what were the intentions of the majority with regard (0 hat 
oars Note bill, and whether they expected to pass I! a 
night. He told the gentleman that he did not like | a 
the House was engaged in, and did not intend to have any ro 
to do with it.On this, he was informed by the gentleman, * ro 
authority he could not question, that the bill was to coms se 
of committee presently, and that it was tobe acted or ‘i 7 
He hadno idea, Mr C. said, that his presence was wane" 
as the gentleman had told him that he did not want a 
he concluded that he would go home and fo to bed. Be 
sured the House that, in absenting himse 
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rn ne nee arta uae 
Mr. HOFFMAN moved that Mr. Corwin be discharged 
om the custody of the Sergeant-at-Arms, without paying the 


ernie uestion waa taken by ieliers, Messrs. Howarp of Indi- 
ana, a ANprEw sof Kentucky, and decided inthe negative— 


s 53. 
0s SPEAKER then said th i the next question would be 
on permitting Mr. Corwin to ke his seat with payment of 
i, BARNARD rose to a poin’ . order; which was, whether 
jess than a quorum could enforce ae. 

The SPEAKER said that any number, no lesa than fifteen, 
could compel the attendance of absent members 

Mr. BARNARD. Ifa minority of the House can enforce a 
fine, they can expel a member. r. B. was proceeding to ad- 
dress the House on the question raised by him, when 

Mr. WELLER called him to order, and asked whether he 
could debate the question after the Cuair had decided it, with- 
outtaking an appeal. ree 

Mr. BARNARD. I will gratify the very courteous gentle- 
man from Onio, {Mr. Wexzen,} and appeal from the decisive 
of the CHAIR. , 

Mr. PETRIKIN. I demand the previous question on the 

I. 

i, BARNARD. [ desire the very orderly getitleman from 
Pennaylvania | Mr. Perrixt] to waittill he gets the floor, and 
then he may move the previous question. ; 

Mr. PETRIKIN. I don’t want any of the insolence of the 
gentleman from New York. 

The SPEAKER called Mr. Perriki to order. ; 

Mr. PETRIKIN said he acknowledged the impropriety of the 
language he used, but he was betrayed into it by the very inso- 
lent and overbearing manner of the gentleman from New 


WA. 
re BARNARD called Mr. Perrrkrn to order. 

Mr. PETRIKIN. Then I cali the gentleman from New 
York to order, for words spoken of me personally disre- 
spectful. 3 

Mr. BARNARD was proceeding to debate the appeal, when 

Mr. DUNCAN called on him to reduce his appeal to writing. 

Mr. BARNARD said that he would not reduce his appeal to 
writing on the demand of the gentleman from Ohio; and conti- 
nued his remarks in support of the appeal for a short time; 


vhen 
"The SPEAKER required him to reduce it to writing. 

Mr. BARNARD then withdrew the appeal. 

Mr. CORWIN desired to make an a:lditional explanation. 
While he had had the henor to hold a seat on that floor during 
nine years, no action of this kind whatever had taken place. He 
had no desire to object to the House coming to any decision, in 
his own case, that might answer the purposes for which these 
proceedings were instituted; but he desired that if any action 
was to be had that was to set an example forall times hereafter, 
that would supersede the necessity of enforcing the attendance 
of members, a quorum sheuld be present to decide what that 
action should be. He would observe that he had becn here for 
nine years, and had never before been the subject of censure for 
absence from his duties till this time. He saw many genilemen 
around him who seemed disposed to make a jest of the whole 
affair—he saw others in their chairs, and he could see but little 
more criminality in being asleep at home in bed, and being 
asleep here within the bar. Mr. C. again restated his cause of 
absence, and then 

The question on discharging him, upon the payment of the 
fees, was taken and carried, duting much disorder and con{u- 
sion, 

The other gentlemen on te list were severally called. and the 
same interrogatory asthat putto Mr. Corwin by the SPEAKER 
having been put to them in their order, they excused them- 
selves as fol Ows: 

Mr. RANDOLPH had paired off with a gentleman, and was 
notawarethat the [louse wasin session till sent for. Dis- 
charged on the payment of the fees. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY. Left the House in* consequence of 
indisposition; was too unwell to situp. Excuged without pay- 
ment of fees. 

Mr HILLof North Carolina. Pleaded indisposition. Was 
in the House till nearly 11 o’clock, and, being unwell, retired to 
hisroom. Excused without paymentof fees. 

Mr. FISHER, when called upon, asked at what time it was 
that he was absent. On being answered at 2 o’clock in the 
morning, he said: I was absent from the House, then, when it 
was full ten hours after the usual time of adjournment. If I 
had been absent during the usual hours of doing business, 1 
would have felt that I had committed a gross dereliction of 
duty; buthaving been absent ten hours afer the usual hour of 
adjournment, and that, too, after having attended inthe House 
for twelve hours, he had no other reason to give for his absence 
ances he was away. Discharged on the payment of the 

ees. 

Mr. ALLEN of Ohio was called, when 

Messrs. DUNCAN and HOFFMAN reminded the Chair that 

f. ALLEN had already been excused on account of indisposi- 
7 both of himself and family: discharged without p:yment 

ees. 

Mr. JOHNSON of New York had paired off with Mr. Stronc 
of New York onthe 13:h instant, and could not, consistently 
With propriety, vote till that gentleman’s return. Fle would not 
attempt to justify the practice of pairing off, ard would, there- 
fore, subriit his case to t} judgment of the House: discharged 
Without the payment of ices 

Mr. WARREN excused himself by saying, that seeing the 

ermination of the majority to pass the bill that evening, and 
the determination of the minority to resist, and believing the 
cnatent would not be a very creditable one to the Congress of 
the United States, he determined to take no part in it: dis- 

ed upon the payment of fees. 
= KEMPSHALL sat here till a very late hour; got tired and 
Meepy, anda little heavy; complained of bad health: discharged 
Upon the payment of fees. 

Mr. GIDDINGS of Ohio peated his general industry and at- 
tention to the business of the House, and excused his absence 
onthe ground of the weakness of his eyes, and the injurious 
oa on them, produced by the glare of so many candles. 

charged upon the paymens of fees. 
that. he had been 


Mr. HOOK excused himself by sayin 
fenerally attentive to hisduties. Last night he felt somewhat 


» and retired to his lodgings. Regretted that he did 
ve there. Discharged upon the payment of fees. 
“r. DAVIS of Indiana. “Rscuss not heard by the Reporter. 
Discharged without payment of fees. 


ee 


Mr. JOHNSON of Virginia. He could say with the gentle- 
maf from Ohio, [Mr. Corwtn,] that he had beep for more than 
ten years a member of this House, but he coutd not say with 
him that this was the first time he had ever been arraigned 
for absence from his seat, for he had on several occasions not 
only been arraigned, but fined; and he couldsay to the House 
that there was no debt that he paid with more cheerfulness. He 
was in the House atiending to his duties, from ten o'clock in 
the morning until ten o’clock at night, and le feit that his health, 
as weil as his morals, required that he should be in bed ata 
seasonable hour. He threw himselfon the mercy of the House. 
{Laughter.] Discharged upon the payment of the fees, 

Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina. Had no disposition to 
commit a breach of the rules of the House. He remained in 
his seat until ten o’clock at night, and then returned to his 
lodging. Discharged on the payment of fees. 

Mr. McCLELLAN remained in the House till ten o’clock at 
night, and his health requiring him to take rest, paired off with 
one of his colleagues. This was the first time he had ever 
been arraigned for absence from the House, and he was per- 
fectly willing to abide by its decision. Discharged en the pay- 
ment of fees. 

Mr. CaLVARY MORRIS had been absent in consequence of 
extreme indisposition, was stil! suffering with a severe pain in 
his side. Excused without payment of the fees. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL said he would undertake to say, 
that since he had been here, no member had been more 
constant in his attention to his duties than he was. He 
remained here last evening till after ten o’clock, and afier 
the motion made by his friend from New York, that the com- 
mittee rise had failed. He confessed, without intending any 
disrespect to the HIouse that he was astonished at the vote 
taken on that motion, and that, in all probability, the gen‘leman 
would not be allowed an opportunity of addressing the House 
Under these circumstances, he apprehended that there would 
be scenes in the House that it would not be honorable for 
him to witness and to take part in. It being also necessary 
for the preservation of his health that he should avoid irregu- 
larities,; he therefore retired to his lodgings. Discharged 
upon the paymentof fees. 

Mr. BUTLER of Kentucky had sat in the House for ten 
hours, and was tired, hungry, and sleepy. He believed it would 
be anight of speech making, and not of business, and, as he 
had generally been an attentive listener to speeches, he con- 
cluded he had done his share of that part of legislative duty, 
and therefore he, at ten o’clock, paired off with a friend. Dis- 
charged upon the payment of fees. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of Tennessee left the House at ten o’clock, 
and, in accordance with the custom of all orderly men, went to 
bed. He had no favors to ask of the House, and particularly in 
the condition in which he found some of its members. Dis- 

harged upon payment of the fees. 

Mr. CUSHING had no excuse to give, but out of respect to 
the intimation of the CHarr, he would state the circumstances 
attending his absence. In conformjty with the usage of every 
member of the House, and expecting to be sent for should his 
vote be wanted, he went home and went to bed. He wished, 
however, to say one word with regard to the motion that would 
probably be made in his case (to discharge him upon payment 
of the fees.] He denied that he was in the custody of the 
Sergeant-at-Arms, or that he ever was. He came w the House 
voluntarily, on the information of one of the pages that 
he was wanted. If the House, upon the false assump- 
tion that he was in custody, chose to impose a_ pe- 
nalty upon him, he wished the fact to be known. Gen- 
tlemen who were absent from the city were not sent for and 
would not be fined, while those who were here and ready to at- 
tend to their duties when summoned, were, it seems, to be fined. 
This was strangely inconsistent, aud he desired to know whe- 
ther the House was prepared to carry out this principle. Ifhe 
had been contumacious, and refused to come when sent for, 
the House might punish him for it; but as it was—that he had 
come immediately on being sent for, and as he was not in the 
custody of the officer of the House, ke ought not to be fined. 

Mr. SAL'TONSTALL argued that his colleague was in the 
custody of the Sergeant-at-Arms—that his being sent fer by a 
messenger, instead of being brought bodily by the Sergeant-at- 
Arms himself, did not vary the case, and was only a more re- 
spectful mode of treating the gentleman. 

‘ Mr. Cusuine was then discharged upon. payment of the 
ees, 

Mr. GENTRY said he left the House at 120’clock at night, 
perceiving that there was a very strong disposition in one par- 
ty to debate the question in Committee of the Whole, and a 
strong dispesiuon in the other party to sit out the debate. He 
had no wish to participate in the debate, nor did he desire 
to listen to the speeches that should be made. Having been for 
the most part of bis life a man of regular habits, he went hove 
and went to bed. Most unfortunately for him, however, this 
House, by its messenger, intruded itself into his bed room ‘this 
morning, And disturbed him out of his sweet sleep, in conse- 
quence of which he looked upon himself as the injured party, 
and therefore an apology was due to him, instead of from 
him. Inasmuch, however, as it would be 
for every gentleman of the House to call 
apologize, he would take it for granted that it was 
done, and he wonld agree with the House that they 
should mutually excuse each other. This was the head and 
front of his offending, and the length and breadth of his speech. 
Discharged upon the payment of fees. 

The SPEAKER here said that the list of those in custody 
was now gone through with, and that the Sergeant at-Arms re- 
ported that there were three gentlemen whose rooms, being 
locked, he could not get in. These were Mr. Paynter, Mr. 
Bert, and Mr. Catuoun. There were, the Sergeant-at-Arms 
also reported, five gentlemen who had not answered the sum- 
mons of the House. These were Mr. Hitt of Virginia, Mr. 
WiuttraMs of North Carolina, Mr. Mason of Ohio, Mr. Crark 
of New York, and Mr. Butterof South Ca olina. 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, it was ordered that the absen- 
tees be sent for. 

Mr. STANLY then offered the following resolution: 

Whereas the calls of the House heretofore have eost the Go 
vernment several hundred dollars by excusing those gentlemen 
who were sum:ored by the Sergeant-at-Arms: 

Therefore resolved, That those members who shall be sum- 
moned to attend by the Sergeant-at-Arms shall pay the fees due 
said officer. 

This resolution Leing objected to, 
ences ruled that it was out of order to introduce it at 

' 


inconvenient 
on him and 


| 
| 
| 
| 





Mr. STANLY renewed his attempt to offer his réso- 
lution 

Mr. PETRIKIN objecting, 

Mr. STANLY said the gendeman from Pennsylvania had 
no right ts object, as he had received two days more pay than 
he was enUtled to, and had left the ci y en a former session with- 
out leave 

Mr. PETRIKIN said ifthe Caar did not protect him, he 


would protect himself, and in a way the gentleman would not 
much hike. ; 


The CHAIR ruled the resolution not to be in order. 

[It was now past 6 o'clock in the morning. ] 

Mr. HOFFMAN moved that the House adjourn: decided by 
yeas and nays in the negative—yeas38, nays 101. 

So the House refused to adjourn. : 

Mr. STANLY renewed his attempt to introduce the above re- 
solution 

ree PETRIKIN again objecting, it was declared out of 
order. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved that the call be suspended, and 
that the doors of the Heuse now be opened 

This was decided by yeas and nays, as follows—yeas 17, 
nays 113. 

So the Honse refused to suspend the call. 

Mr. DAWSON moved that the House take a recess. He ap- 
pealed to gentlemen on all sides, observing that proceedings like 
these were oppressive, and disgraceful to the body. ; 

The CHAIR said the mouon could only be received by geue- 
ral consent. 

Many objecting, it was not entertained, 

Mr. M. A. COOPER inquired of the CHa whether the order 
to the Sergeant-at Arms had nut Seen to bring a// ta% avsentees 
into the House? 

The CHAIR replying in the affirmative— 

Mr. COOPER further asked whether the House was not 
bound to wait and receive them? 

The CHAIR replied that it was, unless the call should be sus- 
pended. 

Mr. COOPER then asked whether they must wait for those 
who were absent from the city? 

The CHAIR said they were not understood as included in the 
order. 

Mr. CRAIG said a number of gentlemen were in waiting at 
the door, and moved they be admitted. 

Mr. DROMGOGLE moved to suspend all further proceed- 
ing in the call. 

Some member moved that, when the House adjourn, in ad- 
journ to meet at 10 o’clock a. m. this day. 

This was regatived without a count, 

Mr. HOFFMAN moved that, when the House adjourn, it ad- 
journ to meet at 12 o'clock noon, 

The yeas and nays were demanded by Mr. WELLER on this 
motion, and, being taken, resulted as follows—yeas 33, nays 99. 

So the ifouse refused Mr. HorrmMan’s motion, J 

The Sergeant-at-Arms now again entered the Hall, and re- 

ported that he had in custody, and present in the House, the 
following gentlemen, viz: Messrs. Waddy Thompson, Deberry, 
Rhett, Graham, Prentiss, Buder of South Carolina, 8. Mason, 
Bynum, C. H. Williams, Rogers, Pickens, Evans, Rives, and 
Hillof Virginia. 
» The SPEAKER addressing Mr. Toompson of South Caro- 
lina, the first on ihe list, said: Mr. THompson, you have been 
absent fromthe House without leave of the House. If you 
have any excuse to offerfor your absence, the House is now 
ready to hear it. 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina said that he had wit- 
nessed some of these night scenes before, and he knew that ten 
members were enough to answer to the calls of the rolls. Be. 
sides, being a military man, he went home to take his sleep that 
he might be ina condition to relieve guard in the morning. 
Having thus hadten hours sleep, he was now ready to do du y 
for the remainder of the day. Discharged upon the payment 
ofthe fees. 

The other gentlemen on the list were similarly addressed by 
the Spraksr, andexcused themselves as follows: 

Mr. DEBERRY remained at his post till near twelve o’clock; 
was unwell and unableto sitoutthe night. Discharged with- 
out craymnent of the fees, 

Mr. RHETT. Remained in his seat till quarter past 1 
o'clock, Continued sitting in the Ifouse rendered him very un- 
well, and he went home, and to bed. When the Sergeant-at- 
Armscame for him, he answered that he wes too unwell to 
answer the summons of the House. Discharged upon the pay- 
ment ef fees. 

Mr. PRENTISS said that he remained in his seat till 12 
o'clock at night. Feeling unwell, be paired off with a coiieague. 
Discharged on the payment of the fees. 

Mr. GRAHAM. Excuses not heard in fall; but ijl health was 
one of them. This was the first tame he had been absent from 
the House during a call, since ne had been a member of Con- 
gress. Excused without payment of fees. 

Mr. BUTLER of South Carvlina had n> excure to make, bat 
would state the facts. He was so unwell yesterday, that he 
should not have attended the flouse at all, had it not been fer 
the important question that was before it. He remaiied in the 
House as long as his strength permitied, and thea retired to his 
lodgings. F.xcused without payment of the fees. 

Messrs BYNUM and MASON were also excused 
out payment of the fees, on account of indisposiuon. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Tennessee said he left the House at 10 
o’clock at night, having paired off with ene of his colleagues. 
He professed to be as patriotic as most men, and as anxious to 
do his duty to his country; but he did not like the idea of dying 
inthe service. Discharged upon the payment of fees. 

Mr. ROGERS of South Carolina said that his health wae bad 
allthe winter. He was not, it was true, sick when he left the 
House last night, but he knew that he would have become sv, 
had he sat here all night. Discharged upon the payment ot 
the fees. 

Mr. PICKENS said he remained in the House till near ten 
o'clock at night. He felt very much indisposed, and retired to 
his lodgings. When the Sergeant-at-Arms first called on him, 
he told him that he would come w the House if he would send 
hima hack; but the hack was notsent. Discharged upon the 
payment of the fees. aN : 

Mr. EVANS of Maine was excused on account of indisposi- 
tion without the payment of the fees. 

Mr. RIVES of Virginia left the House between eleven and 
twelve o’clock very unwell. Excused without payment of 


fees, ; 
Mr, HILL of Virginia. Had paired off with his colleague, (Mr, 


with- 
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Rives,) being rather unwell, and could not come to the House, 
in his colleague’s absence, and vote without a breach of faith. 
Discharged upon payment of fees. 

Mr. NISBET was excused on acconnt of sicknese 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to suspend ali further proceed- 
ings under the call 

Mr. FILLMORE opposed the motion. 

Mr. GRAVES called for the yeas and nays; when 

Mr. DROMGOOLE withdrew the motion 

Mr. DROMGOOLFE. moved to dispense with all further pro- 
ceedings under the call, which motion prevailed—yeas 103, 
nays 40 

The House then resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Dawson in the chair,) 
and resumed the consideration of the Treasury Note bill. 

Mr. BARNARD, without proceeding in his remarks, again 
made the motion that the committe rise at 8 o’clock, a.m. Wed- 
nesday. 

Upon which questiun, tellers were called for, and Messrs. 
Jameson and ANDrews were appointed such, who reported 
that there were—ayes 47, noes 93. 

So the commitiee refused to rise. 

Mr. BARNARD having again resumed the floor, spoke a 
short time, and said he must again plead the same excuse he 
had twelve hours before pleaded, that of physical disability to 
proceed in the argument to the extent he wished, and moved 
that the committee rise. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL called for tellers on that motion. 

Mr. PETRIKIN inquired of the Caain whether the motion to 
rise could be amended 

The CHAIR was understood to say that it could. 

Mr. PETRIKIN complained of the affected manner of the 
remarks of the gentieman from New York, [Mr. Barnarn,]} 
who he said had kept the House in session all night, and yet 
pleaded indisposition asthe reason for not proceeding. Topave 
the House from further difficulty, he would move to amend the 
motion that the committee rise, by adding “and report the 
bill.”’ 

Mr. MARVIN called Mr. P. to order, and inquired of the 
Cuain whether the motion to rise could be amended. 

The CHAIR decided that the motion to amend was in order. 

Mr. PETRIKIN thoughtit very singular that he could n ot get 
up, whether in order or out of order, without being interrupted 
by learned lawyers on that floor, 

Mr. CRAIG aaid he objected to the decision of the Cuatr, and 
contended that the motion was not in order. The motion in 
conmittee that the committee rise, stood on the same principle 
aaamotion inthe House for adjournment, neither of which 
was susceptible of amendment. As it involved a question of 
the utmost Importance, he took an appeal from the decision fo 
the Cuam. 

Mr. JAMESON coincided with the opinion of the Crate, 
that the motion could be amended; as also could the motion to 
adjourn. The motions to rise and adjourn were general, but 
the House aod the committee had the right to make them spe- 
cific. 

Mr. CASEY sincerely hoped the Speaker would revise his 
decision; it was not conformable to previous practice, and 
would lead to bad results upon the business of the House. He 
argued that a motion to adjourn was elwaysin order; and it 
Was not competent to amend it under any circumstances, 

The CHAIR, on reflection, reviewed and reversed his deci 
sion, and declared the mouon for the committee to rise not 
amendable; and said if it was incorrect, gentlemen could take 
an appeal 

Mr. PETRIKIN appealed from this decision. 

Mr. CASEY said it seemed to him that the character of the 
House, and their own character, required that the committee 
should tise and report the bill to the House, and adjourn the 
House over till to-morrow, and debate it on that day, with the 
understanding that the question should be taken betore the ad- 
j urnament onthatday. He appealed to all parties in the House 
i) view of their then exhausted condition, seriously to consider 
the propriety of the course he suggested. ‘Their own health, 
as weil as the public interest, required sucha course. It would 
greatly expedite the action on this bill, 

Mr. HAND said, with the understanding that the bill should be 
reported to the House at that time, he would agree that the 
House should adjourn ull to-morrow, on which day the bil! should 
be finally disposed of; with the understanding also that the gen- 
tleman from New York (Mr. BARNARD] should be entitled to the 
floor in the House on che bill. 

The CHAIR said it could be only done by general consent; if 
n» objection was heard, he should put the question on the com- 
mMittee’s rising 

Mr DROMGOOLE said. if the understanding was that the bill 
should be reported to the House, he had no objection; but as to 
any pledge further than that, he considered it unparliamentary, 
aud could not therefore accede to it. 

Mr. BARNARD enquired of the chairman of Ways and 
Means [ Mr. Jonss] if he had any objection to the understanding 
8 iggested 

Mr. JONES replied that, so far as he was concerned, he had 
not the slightest ebjection to the agreement, and hoped his 
friends who act with him would agree to 1t. 

Mr. BARNARD asked if 1 were possible any gentleman 
would rise and object to such a proposition, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE immediately rose and said he had no ob- 
jection to the rising of the committee, but would consent to no 
understanding or pledges of any kind. 

Much confusion prevailed; it was with difficulty any thing 
could be distinctly heard. 

Mr. BARNARD inquired whether he could, in the House, be 
allowed to reply t» what had been urged in the committee? 

The CHAIR replied it could be done only by consent, 

Mr. PETRIKIN insisted on his appeal. 

Mc. BARNARD was understood as pressing the compromise 
W iich-had been proposed. 

Mr. JONES said, so far as he was concerned, he would assent 
t+ it with pleasure. 

Some conversation here took place between Messrs. BAR- 
NARD and WADDY THOMPSON, when 

Mr. FISHER said he was utieriy opposed to any agreement. 
He was, however, willing that the usual motion should be made 
that the committee rise and report the bill to the House, and 
would then be willing to hear the genticman from New York; 
but he was utterly opposed to any arrangement which would 
give one gentleman the floor to the exclusion of others who 
wished to be heard. 

M: WADDY THOMPSON remonstrated, and urged a com- 
promise, 


Mr. FISHER said he would never consent that in the 
— one gentleman should have the floor, and all the rest be 
cut of. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL hoped that all would accede to this rea- 
sonable proposition 


ees DROMGOOLE. I never will consent to any such 
thing. 
Mr. PROFFIT. I will agree to no snch arrangement. I 


will never let this bill pass without putting on it an amend- 
ment for the Cumberland road of $450,000 out of these five 
millions. 

Much confusion arose, and the noise was very great. 

At lenghth the proposition for a compromise seemed to be 
given up in despair. 

Mr. PETRIKIN insisted on his appeal. 

But the CHAIR having stated his decision, and put the ques- 
tion to the committee, 

Mr. PETRIKIN withdrew his appeal. 

It was then moved that the committee rise. 

On that question tellers were appointed, and the vote decided 
in the affirmative—ayes 82, noes 40. 

The committee thereupon rose. 

In the House, Mr. BANKS moved to discharge the Committee 
of the Whole from the further consideration of the bill. There 
had been considerable discussion, and if the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Barnarp] wished it, he could have an oppor- 
tunity of discussing the bill in the House. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS asked if the bill did not contain an 
appropriation. 

The CHAIR was understood to reply in the affirmative. 

Mr. WILLIAMS then insisted that it could not be passed un- 
less it should be reported by a committee. 

Messrs. EVANS, CLIFFORD, LEWIS WILLIAMS, BELL, 
and BANKS, discussed the question of order at considerable 
length. 

The CHAIR inclined to the opinion that Mr. BANKs’s motion 
was in order, and quoted some authorities from the Manual in 
favor of that opinion. But after an examination ofthe bill, and 
there being an appropriation of $20,000, and a further exami- 
nation of the rules in relation to the question, 

The SPEAAER reversed his opinion; when 

Mr. BANKS said that he did not see any appropriation, or a 
levy of taxes: to cut the matter short, he would move that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole, and take into 
consideration the Treasury Note bill. 

The motion was agreed to without a division; and the 
Ifouse thereupon went into committee, Mr. Dawson in the 
chair. 

Mr. BARNARD having the floor, without proceeding in his 
remarks, immediately moved that the committee rise. 

Tellers were demanded, and Messrs. Evans and McKay 
were appointed such; and the question being put, the ayes 
were 4, and the noes 98. 

(The Whig party either remained in their seats or retired 
to the outside of the bar, for the purpose of making no quo- 
rum of the committee.]| No quorum having voted, 

Mr. CHAPMAN asked that tellers might be appointed to 
count the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN counted, and reported that there were 129 
members present, but said he could not act otherwise than to 
rise and report, that on a division, there was no quorum. 

The committee rose and reported that fact. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved acall of the House. 

The motion prevailed, and the Clerk proceeded to call the 
roll, when 115 members responded to their names. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Tennessee moved an adjournment; but it 
was negatived—yeas 31, nays79. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The absentees were then called, and 165 gentlemen answered 
to theirnames. 

M:. RUSSELL moved to suspend the call, with a view to 
move that the House adjourn till to morrow. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY gave notice he would be bound by no 
arrangements a’ d pledges others might chvose to make. 

Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yeasand nays on the motion 
tosusnend the cail; which were ordered; and were—yeas 49, 
nays 57. 

So the Honse refused to suspend the call. 

The list of absentees was now called over, when 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, all further proceedings in the call 
were dispensed with. 

Messrs. ALForp. ANDERSON, CARROLL, Davis of Kentucky, 
Dore, Russert, FLrercner. GRANGER, LAWRENCE, NAYLOR, 
Nisget, RasipeN, CHARLES SHEPARD, Peck, REED, Smiru, 
of Indiana, Vroom, Warte of Louisiana, Cuixnn, 8. W1it- 
LIAMS, Were excused, some on account of indisposition, and 
others on acgount of absence from the city. 

~ Messrs Biack, Borrs, and Ti.LINGHAST, Were not ex- 
cused. 

Mr. RHETT then ruse to make a proposition, to which he 
thought all parties should agree. The proposition which had 
been made this morning. to assign a particular time for takin, 
the bill out of committee, (Mr. R. was understood to say.) “| 
been opposed on the ground of giving the floor to a particular 
member. Tt appeared to him that all gentlemen ought to have 
a fair opportunity of being heard. The struggle had been car- 
ried on four hours longer, and they were just where they were 
last evening; and it seemed to him that they might continue 
here four or five dayslonger. This wasa struggle between the 
strong and the weak. It seemed to him thatifa particular da 
and time were fixed, the object of all parties would be attained. 
Scenes of this description had taken place at previous Con- 
gresses again and again, and at last it had been necessary to re- 
sort to compromise. It was the only course thst could be pur- 
sued. He proposed, therefore, that by general consent, the bill 
should be taken out of Committee of the Whole, and acted on 
at six o’clock to-morrow evening.’ 

{Cries of “1 won’t agree to that,” 
now.’’] 

Mr. KR. said they might take it out of committee new, but it 
could not be passed now. It would come down to this, who 
could struggle longest and best? Men would not yield whe 
their passions were up. But it was to be remembered thit 
their business here was not to ay out their own feelings and 
v ews, but that they were here todo the business of the coun- 
try—to reiieve the Government—to act upon high feelings of 
patriotism. The Government could not be injured—no mate- 
rial injury could accrue to any body—and he hoped that, by ge- 
netal consent, his proposition would be agreed to- 

Mr. WISE would not consent, he said, to decide upon mea- 
sures of this kind at any particular hour of any parii¢ular 
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day. Asone of the minerity, he did not inte 

oill, though he had expected to have said a oe ae the 
gentlemen seemed determined to sithere, the best way wo = 
ae we me tv resolve itself back again into Committee 0; 

The proposition of Mr. Rugrr not meeting with fay 
the SPEAKER having announced that a quo OF, and 
i eaters. quorum of members 

e House again resolved itself into Commi 
Whole on the state ef the Union, (Mr. Dawson in the £* 
whereupon 1) 
eee the floor. 
e CHA N announced that the gentlem : 
" a5 papeare) was — the — an from New 
r. BEA rose te a point of order. He wi 
whether it was in order rt the gentleman from sag renew 
occupy the floor every time when the House went inwo co . 
mittee, forthe purpose of moving that itrise. The geatlemar 
had been up five times already, each time complaining that = 
a ae a Fy one nove that the committee rise, 
e CHAIRMAN said the gentleman would be kj : 
to take his seat. . kind enough 

Mr. BARNARD moved that the committee rise and lave 
leave to sit again; but said he would yield the floor simply for 
the purpose of enabling Mr. Prorrit to offer an amendment 

After some further objections on the part of Mr. BEATTY 
that gentleman appealed from the decision of the Cuatr, giving 
the floor to Mr. B. RNARD. $ 

Mr. PROFFIT offered an amendment, appropriating the 
sum of $450,000 for the continuation of the Cumberland Toad 
through the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Iilinois, 

Mr. VANDERPOEL rose to a point of order. 

_ Mr. BARNARD insisted on his motion that the committee 
rise. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL submitted that the amendment of Mr 
Prorrit was not in order, being an entirely new proposition, 
The gentleman might as well introduce a proposition to esi. 
blish a Mint. 

After some conversation, not distinctly heard, owing to the 
confusion in the hall, 

The CHAIRMAN announced Mr. Prorrit’s amendment io 
be out of order. 

From this decision Mr. P. appealed. 

The CHAIRMAN said the first question was on the appeal 
taken by the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Beatty} from 
the decision of the Cnatr, giving the floor to the gentleman 
from New York, (Mr. BARNARD. } 

And the question being taken, the decision of the Cuam was 
affirmed. 

Mr. PROFFIT here proceeding to speak to his ap 
the decision of the Cffair that the amendment offer 
was not in order— 

The CHAIRMAN said there was a motion pending that the 
committee rise, which was the first question i order. 

And, after some conversation, the question was taken, and 
the committee refused to rise. 

The CHAIRMAN having explained the condition of the 
question before the committee to be, that there was an amend 
ment to an amendment pending, and that the gentleman frem 
New York [Mr. BARNARD] was entitled to the floor on the laver, 
and, thereiore, thatthe amendment of Mr. I RoFFiT was, under 
no circumstances, in order at this time, 

Mr. PROFFIT assented thereto. 

And, it being now half past ten, a. m. 

Mr. BARNARD took the floor, and addressed the com 
mitteee at length in opposition to the bill, notwiih-tanding, he 
said, there had been nothing in theaction of the House, for the 
last twelve or fourteen hours, calculated to refresh any of its 
members, and least of all one situated as he was. He said he 
was not opposed to the Government borrowing money tv meet 
its exigencies, by way of a direct loan; nor was he opposed 
borrowing money by the issuing of Treasury notes; but he was 
opposed to giving the power to the Government of issuing these 
notes in such a manner as would enable he notes to be circu 
lated as money. The bill in the present form would be, in ef 
fect, the establishment of a Treasury bank. These Treasury 
notes were the worst kind of paper ever invented in the worst 
times inthe worstcountries in the world. Mr. B. then went 
into a detailed history of the banking system, and the present 
mode of banking in this country, and was understood to be ia 
favor of smal! bill circulation. 

Thd hour of 12 having arrived, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD rose and made the point of orler 
that, being now the usual hour for reading the journal 
and proceeding to the regular business of the House, vn- 
der its standing rules, the committee must rise. The discus 
sion otherwise might be continued day after day, week alier 
week, and month after month, without touching the regular 
business. He asked whether the House was willing to set such 
an example, 

Mr. VANDERPOEL rose to suggest that there was an analo- 
gous Case. ; 

The CMAIR said there was an analogous case in the year 
1836, in the case of the admission of the States of Arkansas 
and Michigan, in which the same point had been raised. 10 
that case the committee did not rise; and the decision of the 
Cuair would now be governed by that precedent. 

So the committee did not rise. 


Mr. BARNARD then resumed his ‘remarks. He spoke # 
great length toshow that this bill might, in connection = 
the Sub-Treasury bill, be converted into a bank of issue 2n¢ 
discount; and that the bill for this issue, without the amen¢: 
ments he proposed, would admit of the notes being kept in Cr 
culation after the manner of bank paper; and they were subject 
to fluctuation in value to a great extent, in proportion as a 
was a demand to pay duties. Mr. B. concluded at one 0 clock. 

The CHAIR then gave the floor to 


Mr. GOGGIN, who spoke at much length in opposition © 
the bill. In the course of his remarks, he avowed himeell * 
friend of a National Bank, but that he was not prepared to uige 
the establishment of it in the present state of public sentiment, 
but if any considerable change took place, he was prep® 
advocate it, not only on the ground of its expediency, but of ts 
constitutionality also, At the close of his remarks, 


The CHAIR gave the floor to irs. 7 of 
Mr. DUNCAN, who having spoken for some time in favor 
the bill, yielded the floor to ; — 
Mr. pare yeemevat that the committee now rise, 
report the bill to t ouse. ; 

r. DUNCAN said he was willing that the motion should be 
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